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TESTIMONY FOR THE CHURCH. NO, 21 . 

D E A R BRETHREN AND SISTERS : I f e e l 
c o m p e l l e d a t t h i s t i m e t o f u l f i l l a l o n g - n e g -
l e c t e d d u t y . 

P r e v i o u s t o m y h u s b a n d ' s d a n g e r o u s a n d 
p r o t r a c t e d i l l ne s s , h e p e r f o r m e d , f o r y e a r s , 
m o r e l a b o r t h a n t w o m e n s h o u l d h a v e d o n e 
i n t h e s a m e t i m e . H e c o u l d n o t s e e a n y 
p e r i o d w h e r e h e c o u l d b e r e l i e v e d f r o m t h e 
p r e s s u r e of c a r e , a n d o b t a i n m e n t a l a n d 
p h y s i c a l r e s t . M y h u s b a n d w a s w a r n e d 
b y t e s t i m o n y of h i s d a n g e r . I w a s s h o w n 
t h a t h e w a s d o i n g t o o m u c h b r a i n l a b o r . 
I w i l l h e r e c o p y a w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y , g i v e n 
a s f a r b a c k a s A u g . 26, 1 8 5 5 : 

" I w a s s h o w n w h i l e a t P a r i s , M a i n e , t h a t 
m y h u s b a n d ' s h e a l t h w a s i n a c r i t i c a l c o n -
d i t i o n , a n d t h a t h i s a n x i e t y o f m i n d h a d 
b e e n t o o m u c h f o r h i s s t r e n g t h . W h e n t h e 
p r e s e n t t r u t h w a s first p u b l i s h e d , h e p u t 
f o r t h g r e a t e x e r t i o n , a n d l a b o r e d w i t h b u t 
l i t t l e e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d h e l p f r o m h i s 
b r e t h r e n . F r o m t h e f i r s t , h e h a s t a k e n 
b u r d e n s u p o n h i m w h i c h w e r e t o o t a x i n g 
f o r h i s p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h . 
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" T h e s e b u r d e n s , i f e q u a l l y s h a r e d , n e e d 
n o t h a v e b e e n so w e a r i n g . W h i l e m y h u s -
b a n d t o o k m u c h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , s o m e o f h i s 
b r e t h r e n i n t h e m i n i s t r y w e r e n o t w i l l i n g 
t o t a k e a n y . A n d t h o s e w h o s h u n n e d r e -
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a n d b u r d e n s d i d n o t r e a l i z e 
h i s b u r d e n s , a n d w e r e n o t a s i n t e r e s t e d i n 
t h e a d v a n c e m e n t of t h e w o r k a n d c a u s e of 
G o d a s t h e y s h o u l d h a v e b e e n . M y h u s -
b a n d f e l t t h i s l a c k , a n d l a i d h i s s h o u l d e r 
u n d e r b u r d e n s t h a t w e r e t o o h e a v y , a n d 
t h e y n e a r l y c r u s h e d h i m . A s t h e r e s u l t of 
t h e s e e x t r a e f f o r t s , m o r e s o u l s w i l l b e 
s a v e d . B u t i t i s t h e s e e f f o r t s t h a t h a v e 
t o l d u p o n h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n a n d d e p r i v e d 
h i m of s t r e n g t h . I h a v e b e e n s h o w n t h a t 
m y h u s b a n d s h o u l d l a y a s i d e h i s a n x i e t y 
i n a g r e a t m e a s u r e ; f o r G o d i s w i l l i n g h e 
s h o u l d b e r e l e a s e d from s u c h w e a r i n g l a -
b o r , a n d t h a t h e s h o u l d d e v o t e m o r e t i m e 
t o t h e s t u d y of t h e S c r i p t u r e s , a n d i n t h e 
s o c i e t y of h i s c h i l d r e n , s e e k i n g t o c u l t i v a t e 
t h e i r m i n d s . 

" I s a w t h a t i t w a s n o t o u r d u t y t o p e r -
p l e x o u r s e l v e s w i t h i n d i v i d u a l t r i a l s . S u c h 
m e n t a l l a b o r e n d u r e d f o r o t h e r s ' w r o n g s 
s h o u l d b e a v o i d e d . M y h u s b a n d c a n n o w 
l a b o r w i t h a l l h i s e n e r g i e s , a s h e h a s d o n e , 
a n d a s t h e r e s u l t g o d o w n t o t h e g r a v e , a n d 
h i s l a b o r s b e l o s t t o t h e c a u s e of G o d ; o r 
h e c a n n o w b e r e l e a s e d w h i l e h e h a s s o m e 
s t r e n g t h l e f t , a n d l a s t l o n g e r , a n d h i s l a b o r s 
b e m o r e e f f i c i e n t . " 
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I w i l l c o p y f r o m a t e s t i m o n y g i v e n i n 
1 8 5 9 • " I n m y l a s t v i s i o n , I w a s s h o w n 
t h a t t h e L o r d w o u l d h a v e m y h u s b a n d g i v e 
h i m s e l f m o r e t o t h e s t u d y of t h e S c r i p t -
u r e s t h a t h e m i g h t b e b e t t e r q u a l i f i e d t o 
l a b o r e f f e c t u a l l y i n w o r d a n d d o c t r i n e , b o t h 
b y s p e a k i n g a n d w r i t i n g . 

" I w a s s h o w n t h a t w e h a d , i n t h e p a s t , 
e x h a u s t e d o u r e n e r g i e s t h r o u g h m u c h a n x -
i e t y a n d c a r e t o b r i n g t h e c h u r c h u p i n a 
r i g h t p o s i t i o n . S u c h w e a r i n g l a b o r m v a -
r i o u s p l a c e s , b e a r i n g t h e b u r d e n s of t h e 
c h u r c h , i s n o t r e q u i r e d ; f o r t h e c h u r c h 
s h o u l d b e a r t h e i r o w n b u r d e n s . O u r w o r k 
w a s t o i n s t r u c t t h e m i n G o d ' s w o r d , p r e s s -
i n * u p o n t h e m t h e n e c e s s i t y of e x p e r i -
m e n t a l r e l i g i o n , d e f i n i n g a s c l e a r l y a s p o s -
s i b l e t h e c o r r e c t p o s i t i o n i n r e g a r d t o t h e 
t r u t h . G o d w o u l d h a v e u s r a i s e o u r v o i c e s 
i n t h e g r e a t c o n g r e g a t i o n u p o n p o i n t s o t 
p r e s e n t t r u t h , w h i c h a r e of v i t a l i m p o r -
t a n c e . T h e s e s h o u l d b e p r e s e n t e d w i t h 
c l e a r n e s s , a n d w i t h d e c i s i o n , a n d s h o u l d 
a l s o b e m i t t e n o u t , t h a t t h e s i l e n t m e s -
s e n g e r s m a y b r i n g i t b e f o r e p e o p l e e v e r y -
w h e r e . , . . j 

« I h a y e b e e n s h o w n t h a t t h e r e i s r e q u n e d 
of u s a m o r e t h o r o u g h c o n s e c r a t i o n o n o u r 
p a r t t o t h e e s s e n t i a l w o r k , a n d w e m u s t b e 
e a r n e s t t o l i v e i n t h e l i g h t of G o d s c o u n -
t e n a n c e . I f o u r m i n d s w e r e l e s s e x e r c i s e d 
w i t h t h e t r i a l s o f t h e c h u r c h , t h e y w o u l d 



b e m o r e f r e e t o b e e x e r c i s e d u p o n B i b l e 
s u b j e c t s ; a n d a c loser a p p l i c a t i o n t o B i b l e 

Z I T a r t 0 m , t h e m i n d t 0 ™ « t h a t 
c h a p e l a n d w e s h a l l b e b e t t e r qua l i f i ed 
fo r t h e i m p o r t a n t w o r k d e v o l v i n g u p o n us. 

^ s h o w n t h a t G o d d i d n o t l a y u p o n 

i n t h e p a s t . W e h a v e a d u t y t o t a l k t o 
h e ch h , a n d s h t h e m 

ot t h e i r w o r k i n g for t h e m s e l v e s . T h e 
c h u r c h h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d t o o m u c h 

1 w a s s h o w n t h e r e a s o n w h y w e s h o u l d 

w \ r T i r e d t 0 , t a k e U P ° » o u r s e l v e s 
l a b o 7 T b ? e T ' 7 K e n g a g e b P e r P l e x i f l g 
S ° r ' , T l e L o

+
r d h a s w o r k of a n o t h e r 

c h a r a c t e r f o r u s t o p e r f o r m . H e w o u l d n o t 
h a v e u s e x h a u s t o u r p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t S 
energies , b u t t h e y s h o u l d b e h e l d ^ r e -
serve , t h a t u p o n s p e c i a l occasions, w h e n e v e r 

b e hea rd . ° U r ™ i c e s ^ d 

mflHp ®aw t h a t i m p o r t a n t m o v e s w o u l d b e 

had y T t d e m a n d 0 U r t o 
tea o u t . I n f l u e n c e s w o u l d a r i s e , e r r o r s 

l u r c h ° r / T l l y h e h r ° U Z h t t h e 
e a ^ r V ^ ° n [ i n f l u e n c e w « u l d b e 

l e q u i r e d . B u t i f e x h a u s t e d b y p r e v i o u s 
labors , w e w o u l d n o t p o s s e s s t h a / X / u d g ! 
m e n t d i sc re t ion , and s e l f -con t ro l , f o r t h e 
i m p o r t a n t occas ion i n w h i c h God w o u l d 
h a v e u s a c t a p r o m i n e n t - p a r t . 

O u r e f f o r t s h a v e b e e n c r i p p l e d b y S a -
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t a n ' s a f f e c t i n g t h e c h u r c h t o cal l f o r t h 
f r o m u s a l m o s t d o u b l e l a b o r t o c u t o u r w a y 
t h r o u g h t h e d a r k n e s s a n d u n b e l i e f . T h e s e 
e f fo r t s t o s e t t h i n g s i n o r d e r i n t h e c h u r c h e s 
h a v e e x h a u s t e d o u r s t r e n g t h . L a s s i t u d e 
a n d d e b i l i t y h a v e M o w e d . 

" I s a w t h a t w e h a d a w o r k t o do , a n d 
t h e a d v e r s a r y of sou l s w o u l d r e s i s t e v e r y 
e f f o r t t h a t w e m i g h t a t t e m p t t o m a k e . 
T h e p e o p l e m a y b e i n a s t a t e of b a c k s l i d -
i n g so t h a t God c a n n o t b l e s s t h e m a n d 
t h i s w i l l b e d i s h e a r t e n i n g ; b u t w e s h o u l d 
n o t b e d i s cou raged . W e s h o u l d d o o u r 
d u t y i n p r e s e n t i n g t h e l i g h t , a n d l e a v e t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w i t h t h e p e o p l e . " 

I w i l l h e r e c o p y f r o m a n o t h e r t e s t i m o n y , 
w r i t t e n J u n e 6, 1 8 6 3 : " I w a s s h o w n t h a t 
o u r t e s t i m o n y w a s s t i l l n e e d e d i n t h e c h u r c h , 
a n d t h a t w e s h o u l d l a b o r t o s a v e o u r s e l v e s 
t r i a l s a n d cares, a n d t h a t w e s h o u l d p r e s e r v e 
a d e v o t i o n a l f r a m e of m i n d . I t i s d u t y l o r 
t h o s e i n t h e Office t o t a x t h e i r b r a i n s m o r e , 
a n d m y h u s b a n d t o t a x h i s less . M u c h t i m e 
i s s p e n t b y h i m u p o n v a r i o u s m a t t e r s w h i c h 
c o n f u s e a n d w e a r y h i s m i n d , a n d u n f i t h i m 
f o r s t u d y , or f o r w r i t i n g , a n d h i n d e r h i s 
l i g h t f r o m s h i n i n g i n t h e Review a s i t 

b h " l l t a w t h a t m y h u s b a n d ' s m i n d s h o u l d 
n o t b e c r o w d e d a n d o v e r t a x e d . H i s m i n d 
m u s t h a v e res t , a n d h e b e l e f t f r e e t o w r i t e 
a n d a t t e n d t o m a t t e r s w h i c h o t h e r s c a n n o t 
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s^eSaSSS 
a d e e p i n t e r e s t i n t h e w o r k N o l S FTA ^ - o n g t h o ^ h f l a ' 
2 , - S 0 f f i c e - l t * t h e w o r k o f G o d i n 

IfpSSSi 
a t t a c h e d t o f b r -

a n d t S « L i 1 8 a m i s t a k e h e r e : 

d i s o r d e r t f t 0 ^ b l i m d e r s > a n d m u c h 

C b ? e n r n
+

0 t ^ m 8 

T h o s e w h o ] ^ e a t - t 0 ^ d 

T h e y s h o n l f r r t h e ? m c e s h o u l d i e a m . 
e r c S t W u 7 ' - a n d P m c t i c e ' a n d e x -

S c h o f a m f ; f ° r t h e ^ W t h i * 
2 C 7 b u s i n e s s a l o n e , w h i l e m y h u s 
b a n d h a s t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f many d e 

Z l T T l i T H % R K - I F T H E 
m a k e a f a i l u r e , t h e y s h o u l d f e e l t h a t i t 

9 

r e s t s u p o n t h e m t o r e p a i r d a m a g e s f r o m 

t h e i r o w n p u r s e s , a n d n o t a l l o w t h e O f f i c e 

t o s u f f e r l o s s t h r o u g h t h e i r c a r e l e s s n e s s . 

T h e y s h o u l d n o t c e a s e t o b e a r r e s p o n s i b i l -

i t i e s , b u t s h o u l d t i y a g a i n , a v o i d i n g t h e i r 

f o r m e r m i s t a k e s . I n t h i s w a y t h e y w o u l d 

l e a m t o t a k e t h a t c a r e w h i c h t h e w o r d 

o f G o d e v e r r e q u i r e s , a n d t h e n t h e y w i l l 

d o n o m o r e t h a n t h e i r d u t y . 

" I w a s s h o w n t h a t m y h u s b a n d s h o u l d 

t a k e t i m e t o d o t h o s e t h i n g s w h i c h h i s 

j u d g m e n t t e l l s h i m w o u l d p r e s e r v e h i s 

h e a l t h . H e h a s t h o u g h t t h a t h e m u s t 

t h r o w o f f t h e b u r d e n s a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

w h i c h w e r e u p o n h i m , a n d l e a v e t h e O f f i c e , 

o r h i s m i n d w o u l d b e c o m e a w r e c k . I 

w a s s h o w n t h a t w h e n t h e L o r d r e l e a s e d 

h i m f r o m h i s p o s i t i o n , h e w o u l d g i v e h i m 

j u s t a s c l e a r e v i d e n c e o f h i s r e l e a s e a s h e 

g a v e h i m w h e n h e l a i d t h e b u r d e n o f t h e 

w o r k u p o n h i m . B u t h e h a s b o r n e t o o 

m a n y b u r d e n s , a n d t h o s e l a b o r i n g w i t h 

h i m a t t h e O f f i c e , a n d h i s m i n i s t e r i n g 

b r e t h r e n a l s o , h a v e b e e n t o o w i l l i n g t h a t 

h e s h o u l d b e a r t h e m . T h e y h a v e , a s a 

g e n e r a l t h i n g , s t o o d b a c k from b e a r i n g 

b u r d e n s , a n d h a v e s y m p a t h i z e d w i t h t h o s e 

t h a t w e r e m u r m u r i n g a g a i n s t h i m , a n d l e f t 

m y h u s b a n d t o s t a n d a l o n e w h i l e h e w a s 

b o w e d d o w n b e n e a t h c e n s u r e , u n t i l G o d 

h a s v i n d i c a t e d h i s o w n c a u s e . I f t h e y 

h a d t a k e n t h e i r s h a r e o f t h e b u r d e n s , h e 

w o u l d h a v e b e e n r e l i e v e d . 
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" I s a w t h a t n o w G o d r e q u i r e d u s t o t a k e 
s p e c i a l c a r e of t h e h e a l t h h e h a s g i v e n u s ; 
f o r o u r w o r k w a s n o t y e t d o n e . O u r t e s -
t i m o n y m u s t s t i l l b e b o m e , a n d w o u l d h a v e 
i n f l u e n c e . I s a w w e s h o u l d b o t h p r e s e r v e 
o u r s t r e n g t h t o l a b o r i n t h e c a u s e of G o d 
w h e n i t i s n e e d e d . W e s h o u l d b e c a r e f u l 
o f o u r s t r e n g t h , a n d n o t t a k e u p o n o u r -
s e l v e s b u r d e n s t h a t o t h e r s can , a n d s h o u l d , 
b e a r . W e s h o u l d e n c o u r a g e a c h e e r f u l , 
h o p e f u l , p e a c e f u l f r a m e of m i n d ; f o r o u r 
h e a l t h d e p e n d s u p o n o u r d o i n g t h i s . T h e 
w o r k G o d r e q u i r e s of u s w i l l n o t p r e v e n t 
o u r c a r i n g f o r o u r h e a l t h , t h a t w e m a y r e -
c o v e r t h e e f f e c t o f o v e r t a x i n g l a b o r . T h e 
m o r e p e r f e c t o u r h e a l t h , t h e m o r e p e r f e c t 
w i l l b e o u r l a b o r . W h e n w e o v e r t a x o u r 
s t r e n g t h , a n d o v e r l a b o r , a n d b e c o m e e x -
h a u s t e d , t h e n w e a r e l i a b l e t o t a k e colds, 
a n d a r e a t s u c h t i m e s i n d a n g e r of d i s ea se 
a s s u m i n g a d a n g e r o u s f o r m . W e m u s t n o t 
l e a v e t h e c a r e of o u r s e l v e s w i t h G o d , w h e n 
h e h a s l e f t t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y u p o n u s . " 

O c t . 25 , 1 8 6 9 , w h i l e a t A d a m s C e n t e r , I 
w a s s h o w n t h a t s o m e m i n i s t e r s a m o n g u s 
f a i l t o b e a r a l l t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y G o d w o u l d 
h a v e t h e m . T h e i r l a c k t h r o w s e x t i a l a b o r 
u p o n t h o s e w h o a r e b u r d e n - b e a r e r s , e spe -
c i a l l y u p o n m y h u s b a n d . T h e r e i s a fa i l -
u r e i n m i n i s t e r s m o v i n g o u t a n d v e n t u r i n g 
s o m e t h i n g i n t h e c a u s e a n d w o r k of God. 
I m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n s a r e t o b e m a d e , a n d , 
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a s t h e e n d c a n n o t , b y m o r t a l m a n , b e s e e n 
f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g , t h e r e i s a s h r i n k i n g 
f r o m v e n t u r i n g a n d a d v a n c i n g a s t h e p r o v -
i d e n c e of G o d l e ads . S o m e o n e m u s t a d -
v a n c e . S o m e o n e m u s t v e n t u r e i n t h e f e a r 
of G o d , t r u s t i n g t h e r e s u l t w i t h h i m . 
T h o s e m i n i s t e r s w h o s h u n t h i s p a r i of t h e 
l a b o r a r e l o s i n g m u c h . T h e y a r e f a i l -
i n g t o o b t a i n t h e e x p e r i e n c e G o d d e -
s i g n e d t h e y s h o u l d h a v e , t o m a k e t h e m 
e f f i c i en t , s t r o n g m e n t h a t c a n b e r e l i e d u p o n 
i n a n y e m e r g e n c y . 

B r o . , y o u s h r i n k f r o m r u n n i n g 
r i s k s . Y o u a r e n o t w i l l i n g t o v e n t u r e 
w h e n y o u c a n n o t s e e t h e w a y a l l c l e a r . 
Y e t s o m e o n e m u s t d o t h i s v e i y w o r k , a n d 
m o v e b y f a i t h , o r n o a d v a n c e m o v e s w o u l d 
b e m a d e , a n d n o t h i n g w o u l d b e a c c o m -
p l i s h e d . Y o u r f e a r l e s t y o u s h a l l m a k e m i s -
t a k e s , a n d m i s m o v e s , a n d t h e n b e b l a m e d , 
b i n d s y o u . Y o u s h o u l d m o v e a c c o r d i n g t o 
y o u r b e s t j u d g m e n t , t r u s t i n g t h e r e s u l t 
w i t h G o d . S o m e o n e m u s t d o t h i s , a n d i t 
i s a t r y i n g p o s i t i o n fo r a n y one . O n e 
s h o u l d n o t b e a r a l l t h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
a l o n e . T h i s b u r d e n , w i t h m u c h r e f l e c t i o n , 
a n d e a r n e s t p r a y e r , s h o u l d b e e q u a l l y 
s h a r e d . Y o u e x c u s e y o u r s e l f f r o m t a k i n g 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y b e c a u s e y o u h a v e m a d e s o m e 
m i s t a k e s i n t h e p a s t . 

D u r i n g m y h u s b a n d ' s a f f l i c t i on , t h e L o r d 
p r o v e d , t e s t e d , a n d t r i e d , h i s p e o p l e , t o r e -
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v e a l w h a t w a s i n t h e i r h e a r t s ; a n d , i n t h u s 
d o i n g , s h o w e d t o t h e m w h a t w a s u n d i s c o v -
e r e d i n t h e m t h a t w a s n o t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
S p i r i t of G o d . T h e t r y i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
u n d e r w h i c h w e w e r e p l a c e d ca l l ed o u t 
t h a t f r o m o u r b r e t h r e n w h i c h o t h e r w i s e 
w o u l d n e v e r h a v e b e e n r e v e a l e d . T h e 
L o r d p r o v e d t o h i s p e o p l e t h a t t h e w i s d o m 
of m a n i s f o o l i s h n e s s , a n d t h a t t h e i r p l a n s 
a n d c a l c u l a t i o n s , w i t h o u t t h o r o u g h t r u s t 
a n d r e l i a n c e u p o n G o d , w o u l d p r o v e a f a i l -
u r e . W e a r e t o l e a r n f r o m a l l t h e s e t h i n g s . 
I f e r r o r s a r e c o m m i t t e d , t h e y s h o u l d t e a c h 
a n d i n s t r u c t , b u t n o t l e a d t o t h e s h u n n i n g 
of b u r d e n s a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . W h e r e 
m u c h i s a t s t a k e , a n d w h e r e m a t t e r s o f v i -
t a l c o n s e q u e n c e a r e t o b e e n t e r e d i n t o , a n d 
i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s s e t t l e d , G o d ' s s e r v a n t s 
s h o u l d t a k e i n d i v i d u a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 
T h e y c a n n o t l a y off t h e b u r d e n , a n d y e t 
d o t h e w i l l o f G o d . S o m e m i n i s t e r s a r e 
d e f i c i e n t i n t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s n e c e s s a r y t o 
b u i l d u p t h e c h u r c h e s , a n d t h e y a r e n o t 
w i l l i n g t o w e a r i n t h e c a u s e of G o d . T h e y 
h a v e n o t a d i s p o s i t i o n t o g i v e t h e m s e l v e s 
w h o l l y t o t h e w o r k , w i t h t h e i r i n t e r e s t u n -
d i v i d e d , t h e i r z e a l u n a b a t e d , t h e i r p a t i e n c e 
a n d p e r s e v e r a n c e u n t i r i n g . W i t h t h e s e q u a l -
i f i c a t i o n s i n l i v e l y exe rc i s e , t h e c h u r c h e s 
w i l l b e k e p t i n o r d e r , a n d m y h u s b a n d ' s 
l a b o r s w i l l n o t b e so h e a v y . I t i s n o t c o n -
s t a n t l y b o r n e i n m i n d b y a l l m i n i s t e r s t h a t 
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t h e l a b o r of a l l m u s t b e a r t h e i n s p e c t i o n of 
t h e J u d g m e n t , a n d e v e r y m a n b e r e w a r d e d 
a s h i s w o r k s h a v e b e e n . 

B r o . , y o u h a v e a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t o b e a r i n r e g a r d t o t h e H e a l t h I n s t i t u t e . 
Y o u s h o u l d p o n d e r , y o u s h o u l d r e f l e c t . 
F r e q u e n t l y t h e t i m e y o u o c c u p y i n r e a d -
i n g i s t h e v e r y b e s t t i m e f o r y o u t o r e f l ec t , 
a n d s t u d y w h a t m u s t b e d o n e t o s e t t h i n g s 
i n o r d e r a t t h e H e a l t h I n s t i t u t e a n d a t t h e 
Off ice . M y h u s b a n d t a k e s o n t h e s e b u r -
d e n s b e c a u s e h e sees t h a t t h e w o r k f o r t h e s e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s m u s t b e d o n e b y s o m e o n e . 
A s o t h e r s w o u l d n o t l e a d o u t , h e s t e p p e d 
i n t o t h e g a p a n d s u p p l i e d t h e d e f i c i e n c y . 

G o d h a s c a u t i o n e d a n d w a r n e d m y h u s -
b a n d i n r e g a r d t o t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of h i s 
s t r e n g t h . I w a s s h o w n t h a t h e w a s r a i s e d 
u p b y t h e L o r d , a n d t h a t h e l i v e s a s a m i r -

' a c l e of m e r c y — n o t f o r t h e p u r p o s e of g a t h -
e r i n g t h e b u r d e n s u p o n h i m a g a i n u n d e r 
w h i c h h e h a s o n c e f a l l e n , b u t t h a t t h e p e o -
p l e of G o d m i g h t b e b e n e f i t e d w i t h h i s e x -
p e r i e n c e i n a d v a n c i n g t h e g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t s 
o f t h e c a u s e a n d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e 
w o r k h e h a s g i v e n m e , a n d t h e b u r d e n h e 
h a s l a i d u p o n m e t o b e a r . 

B r o . , g r e a t c a r e s h o u l d b e e x -
e r c i s e d b y y o u , e s p e c i a l l y a t B a t t l e C r e e k . 
I n v i s i t i n g , y o u r c o n v e r s a t i o n s h o u l d b e 
u p o n t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r s . G r e a t 
c a r e s h o u l d b e e x e r c i s e d t o b a c k u p p r e -
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c e p t b y e x a m p l e . T h i s i s a n i m p o r t a n t 
pos t , w h i c h w i l l r e q u i r e l a b o r , a n d w h i l e 
y o u a r e h e r e , y o u s h o u l d t a k e t i m e t o p o n -
d e r t h e m a n y t h i n g s w h i c h n e e d t o b e done , 
w h i c h r e q u i r e s o l e m n r e f l e c t i o n , c a r e f u l a t -
t e n t i o n , a n d m o s t e a r n e s t , f a i t h f u l p r a y e r . 
Y o u s h o u l d f e e l a s s t r o n g a n i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
t h i n g s r e l a t i n g t o t h e c a u s e a n d b u r d e n of 
t h e w o r k a t t h e H e a l t h I n s t i t u t e , a n d t h e 
Office of p u b l i c a t i o n , a s m y h u s b a n d , a n d 
f ee l t h a t t h e w o r k i s y o u r s . Y o u c a n n o t 
d o t h e w o r k G o d h a s e s p e c i a l l y q u a l i f i e d 
m y h u s b a n d t o do , n e i t h e r c a n h e d o t h e 
w o r k G o d h a s e s p e c i a l l y q u a l i f i e d y o u t o 
do. Y e t b o t h of y o u t o g e t h e r , u n i t e d i n 
h a r m o n i o u s l a b o r , c a n a c c o m p l i s h m u c h , 
y o u , i n y o u r off ice, a n d m y h u s b a n d , i n 
h is . 

T h e w o r k i n w h i c h w e h a v e a m u t u a l 
i n t e r e s t i s g r e a t , a n d e f f i c i en t , w i l l i n g , b u r -
d e n - b e a r i n g l a b o r e r s a r e v e r y f e w i n d e e d . 
G o d w i l l g i v e y o u s t r e n g t h , m y b r o t h e r , 
i f y o u w i l l m o v e f o r w a r d a n d w a i t u p o n 
h i m . H e w i l l g i v e m y h u s b a n d a n d m y -
self s t r e n g t h i n o u r u n i t e d l a b o r , i f w e d o 
a l l t o h i s g l o r y , a c c o r d i n g t o o u r a b i l i t y a n d 
s t r e n g t h t o l a b o r . Y o u s h o u l d b e l o c a t e d 
w h e r e y o u w o u l d h a v e a m o r e f a v o r a b l e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x e r c i s e y o u r g i f t a c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e a b i l i t y G o d h a s g i v e n y o u . Y o u 
s h o u l d l e a n y o u r w h o l e w e i g h t u p o n God, 
a n d g i v e h i m a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e a c h , l ead , 
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a n d i m p r e s s y o u . Y o u fee l a d e e p i n t e r e s t 
i n t h e w o r k a n d c a u s e of G o d , a n d y o u 
s h o u l d l o o k t o G o d f o r g u i d a n c e a n d l i g h t . 
H e w i l l g i v e i t y o u . B u t , a s a n a m b a s s a -
d o r of C h r i s t , y o u a r e r e q u i r e d t o b e f a i t h -
f u l , t o c o r r e c t w r o n g i n love , a n d m e e k n e s s , 
a n d y o u r e f f o r t s w i l l n o t p r o v e u n a v a i l i n g . 

S i n c e m y h u s b a n d h a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m 
h i s f e e b l e n e s s , w e h a v e l a b o r e d e a r n e s t l y . 
W e h a v e n o t c o n s u l t e d o u r e a s e o r o u r 
p l e a s u r e . W e h a v e t r a v e l e d , a n d l a b o r e d i n 
c a m p - m e e t i n g s , a n d o v e r t a x e d o u r s t r e n g t h , 
so t h a t i t h a s b r o u g h t u p o n u s d e b i l i t y , 
w i t h o u t t h e a d v a n t a g e s of r e s t . D u r i n g 
t h e y e a r 1 8 7 0 , w e a t t e n d e d t w e l v e c a m p -
m e e t i n g s . I n a n u m b e r of t h e s e m e e t i n g s , 
t h e b u r d e n of l a b o r r e s t e d a l m o s t w h o l l y 
u p o n m y h u s b a n d a n d m y s e l f . W e t r a v -
e l ed f r o m M i n n e s o t a t o M a i n e , a n d t o M i s -
s o u r i a n d K a n s a s . 

M y h u s b a n d a n d m y s e l f u n i t e d o u r e f -
f o r t s t o i m p r o v e t h e Reformer, a n d m a k e i t 
i n t e r e s t i n g a n d p r o f i t a b l e , t h a t i t s h o u l d b e 
d e s i r e d , n o t o n l y b y o u r p e o p l e , b u t b y a l l 
c lasses . T h i s w a s a s e v e r e t a x u p o n m y 
h u s b a n d . H e a l s o m a d e v e r y i m p o r t a n t 
i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e Review a n d Instruct-
or. H e a c c o m p l i s h e d t h e w o r k w h i c h 
s h o u l d h a v e b e e n s h a r e d b y t h r e e m e n . 
A n d w h i l e a l l t h i s l a b o r f e l l u p o n h i m , i n 
t h e p u b l i s h i n g d e p a r t m e n t , t h e b u s i n e s s d e -
p a r t m e n t a t t h e H e a l t h I n s t i t u t e a n d a t t h e 
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P u b l i s h i n g A s s o c i a t i o n r e q u i r e d t h e l a b o r 
of t w o m e n t o r e l i e v e t h e m of financial e m -
b a r r a s s m e n t s . 

U n f a i t h f u l m e n w h o h a d b e e n e n t r u s t e d 
w i t h t h e w o r k a t t h e Of f i ce a n d t h e I n s t i -
t u t e , h a d , t h r o u g h s e l f i s h n e s s a n d l a c k of 
c o n s e c r a t i o n , p l a c e d m a t t e r s i n t h e w o r s t 
c o n d i t i o n pos s ib l e . T h e r e w a s u n s e t t l e d 
b u s i n e s s t h a t h a d t o b e s e t t l e d . M y h u s -
b a n d s t e p p e d i n t o t h e g a p , a n d w o r k e d 
w i t h a l l h i s e n e r g i e s . H e w a s w e a r i n g . 
W e c o u l d see t h a t h e w a s i n d a n g e r ; b u t 
h o w h e c o u l d s t o p , w e c o u l d n o t te l l , u n l e s s 
t h e w o r k i n t h e Off ice s h o u l d cease . A l -
m o s t e v e r y d a y s o m e n e w p e r p l e x i t y w o u l d 
a r i s e , s o m e n e w m a t t e r of d i f f i c u l t y , c a u s e d 
b y t h e u n f a i t h f u l n e s s of t h e m e n w h o h a d 
t a k e n c h a r g e of t h e w o r k . H i s b r a i n w a s 
t a x e d t o t h e u t m o s t , u n t i l t h e w o r s t p e r -
p l e x i t i e s a r e n o w o v e r c o m e , a n d t h e w o r k 
i s m o v i n g o n p r o s p e r o u s l y . 

A t t h e G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e , m y h u s b a n d 
p l e a d t o b e r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e b u r d e n s u p o n 
h i m ; b u t n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g h i s p l e a d i n g , t h e 
b u r d e n of e d i t i n g of Review a n d Reformer 
w a s p l a c e d u p o n h i m , w i t h e n c o u r a g e m e n t 
t h a t m e n , w h o w o u l d t a k e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
a n d b u r d e n s , w o u l d b e e n c o u r a g e d t o s e t t l e 
a t B a t t l e C r e e k . B u t a s y e t n o h e l p h a s 
c o m e t o m y h u s b a n d t o l i f t f r o m h i m t h e 
b u r d e n s of t h e financial w o r k a t t h e Of f i ce 
of p u b l i c a t i o n . 
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M y h u s b a n d i s f a s t w e a r i n g . W e a t -
t e n d e d t h e f o u r c a m p - m e e t i n g s w e s t . O u r 
b r e t h r e n a r e u r g i n g o u r a t t e n d i n g t h e c a m p -
m e e t i n g s e a s t . B u t w e d a r e n o t t a k e a d -
d i t i o n a l b u r d e n s u p o n u s . W e c a m e f r o m 
t h e l a b o r of c a m p - m e e t i n g s w e s t , i n J u l y , 
1 8 7 1 , t o find a l a r g e a m o u n t of b u s i n e s s t h a t 
h a d b e e n l e f t t o a c c u m u l a t e i n m y h u s b a n d ' s 
a b s e n c e . W e h a v e s e e n n o o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
r e s t y e t . M y h u s b a n d m u s t b e r e l e a s e d 
f r o m t h e b u r d e n s u p o n h i m . T h e r e a r e t o o 
m a n y t h a t u s e h i s b r a i n i n t h e p l a c e of u s -
i n g t h e i r o w n . I n v i e w of t h e l i g h t w h i c h 
G o d h a s b e e n p l e a s e d t o g i v e us , w e p l e a d 
f o r y o u , m y b r e t h r e n , t o r e l e a s e m y h u s -
b a n d . I a m n o t w i l l i n g t o v e n t u r e t h e c o n -
s e q u e n c e s of h i s g o i n g f o r w a r d a n d l a b o r i n g 
a s h e h a s d o n e . H e s e r v e d y o u f a i t h f u l l y 
a n d u n s e l f i s h l y f o r y e a r s , a n d finally f e l l 
u n d e r t h e p r e s s u r e of t h e b u r d e n s p l a c e d 
u p o n h i m . T h e n h i s b r e t h r e n , i n w h o m h e 
h a d c o n f i d e d , l e f t h i m . T h e y l e t h i m d r o p 
i n t o m y h a n d s , a n d f o r s o o k h i m . I w a s 
h i s n u r s e , h i s a t t e n d a n t , a n d p h y s i c i a n , f o r 
n e a r l y t w o y e a r s . I d o n o t w i s h t o p a s s 
t h r o u g h t h e e x p e r i e n c e a s e c o n d t i m e . 
B r e t h r e n , w i l l y o u l i f t t h e b u r d e n s f r o m us , 
a n d a l l o w u s t o p r e s e r v e o u r s t r e n g t h a s 
G o d w o u l d h a v e u s , t h a t t h e c a u s e a t l a r g e 
m a y b e b e n e f i t e d w i t h t h e e f f o r t s w e m a y 
m a k e i n h i s s t r e n g t h ? O r w i l l y o u l e a v e 
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u s t o b e c o m e d e b i l i t a t e d so t h a t w e w i l l 
b e c o m e u s e l e s s t o t h e c a u s e ? 

T h e f o r e g o i n g p o r t i o n of t h i s a p p e a l 
w a s r e a d a t t h e N e w H a m p s h i r e C a m p -
m e e t i n g , A u g u s t , 1 8 7 1 . 

W h e n w e r e t u r n e d f r o m K a n s a s i n t h e 
a u t u m n of 1 8 7 0 , B r o . w a s a t h o m e 
s i c k w i t h f e v e r . S i s t e r V a n H o r n , a t t h i s 
v e r y t i m e , w a s a b s e n t f r o m t h e Off ice i n 
c o n s e q u e n c e of f e v e r b r o u g h t u p o n h e r b y 
t h e s u d d e n d e a t h o f h e r m o t h e r . Bro . 
S m i t h w a s a l s o f r o m t h e Off ice i n R o c h e s -
t e r , N . Y. , r e c o v e r i n g from a f e v e r . T h e r e 
w a s a g r e a t a m o u n t o f u n f i n i s h e d w o r k a t 
t h e O f f i c e ; y e t B r o . l e f t h i s p o s t of 
d u t y t o g r a t i f y h i s o w n p l e a s u r e . T h i s 
f a c t i n B r o . ' s e x p e r i e n c e i s a s a m p l e 
of t h e m a n . S a c r e d d u t i e s r e s t l i g h t l y 
u p o n h i m . 

I t w a s a - g r e a t b r e a c h of t h e t r u s t r e -
p o s e d i n h i m t o p u r s u e t h e c o u r s e h e d id . 
I n w h a t m a r k e d c o n t r a s t t o t h i s i s t h e l i fe 
o f C h r i s t o u r p a t t e r n . H e w a s t h e S o n of 
J e h o v a h , a n d t h e a u t h o r of o u r s a l v a t i o n . 
H e l a b o r e d a n d s u f f e r e d f o r us . H e d e n i e d 
h i m s e l f , a n d h i s w h o l e l i f e w a s o n e c o n t i n -
u e d s c e n e o f t o i l a n d p r i v a t i o n . H e could , 
h a d h e c h o s e n so t o d o , p a s s e d h i s clays i n 
a w o r l d of h i s o w n c r e a t i n g , i n e a s e a n d 
p l e n t y , a n d c l a i m e d f o r h i m s e l f a l l t h e 
p l e a s u r e s a n d e n j o y m e n t t h e w o r l d cou ld 
g i v e h i m . B u t h e d i d n o t c o n s i d e r h i s 
o w n c o n v e n i e n c e . H e l i v e d n o t t o a p p r o -
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p r i a t e p l e a s u r e t o h i m s e l f , b u t t o d o g o o d 
a n d l a v i s h h i s b l e s s i n g s u p o n o t h e r s . 

B r o . w a s s i c k w i t h f e v e r , H i s 
ca se w a s c r i t i c a l . I n j u s t i c e t o t h e c a u s e 
of G o d , I f e e l c o m p e l l e d t o s t a t e t h a t B r o . 

s i c k n e s s w a s n o t t h e r e s u l t of u n -
w e a r i e d d e v o t i o n t o t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e 
Off ice. I m p r u d e n t e x p o s u r e o n a t r i p t o 
C h i c a g o , f o r h i s o w n p l e a s u r e , w a s t h e 
c a u s e o f h i s l ong , t e d i o u s , s u f f e r i n g s i c k -
ness . G o d d i d n o t s u s t a i n h i m i n l e a v i n g 
t h e w o r k , w h e n so m a n y w e r e a b s e n t w h o 
h a d filled i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s i n t h e Off ice . 
A t t h e v e r y t i m e w h e n h e s h o u l d n o t h a v e 
e x c u s e d h i m s e l f f o r a n h o u r , l i e l e f t h i s 
p o s t o f d u t y . A n d G o d d i d n o t s u s t a i n 
h i m . T h e r e w a s n o p e r i o d of r e s t f o r u s 
h o w e v e r m u c h w e m i g h t n e e d i t . T h e 
Review, t h e Reformer, and Instructor, m u s t 
b e e d i t e d . Y e r y m a n y l e t t e r s h a d b e e n 
l a i d a s i d e u n t i l w e s h o u l d r e t u r n t o e x a m -
i n e t h e m . T h i n g s w e r e i n a s a d s t a t e a t 
t h e Off ice . E v e r y t h i n g n e e d e d t o b e s e t i n 
o r d e r . 

M y h u s b a n d c o m m e n c e d h i s l a b o r , a n d I 
h e l p e d h i m w h a t I c o u l d ; b u t t h a t w a s 
b u t l i t t l e . H e l a b o r e d u n c e a s i n g l y t o 
s t r a i g h t e n o u t p e r p l e x i n g b u s i n e s s m a t -
t e r s , a n d t o i m p r o v e t h e c o n d i t i o n of o u r 
p e r i o d i c a l s . H e c o u l d n o t d e p e n d u p o n 
h e l p f r o m a n y of h i s m i n i s t e r i n g b r e t h r e n . 
H i s h e a d , h e a r t , a n d h a n d s , w e r e fu l l . H e 
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w a s n o t e n c o u r a g e d b y B r n . a n d 
w h e n t h e y k n e w h e w a s s t a n d -

i n g u n d e r t h e b u r d e n s a t B a t t l e C r e e k 
a lone . T h e y d i d n o t s t a y u p h i s h a n d s . 
T h e y w r o t e i n a m o s t d i s c o u r a g i n g m a n -
n e r of t h e i r p o o r h e a l t h , a n d b e i n g i n so 
e x h a u s t e d a c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e y cou ld n o t 
b e d e p e n d e d o n t o a c c o m p l i s h a n y l a b o r . 
M y h u s b a n d s a w t h a t n o t h i n g cou ld b e 
h o p e d f o r i n t h a t d i r ec t ion . A n d n o t w i t h -
s t a n d i n g h i s d o u b l e l a b o r t h r o u g h t h e s u m -
m e r , h e c o u l d n o t r es t . H e r e i n e d h i m -
self u p t o d o t h e w o r k o t h e r s h a d n e g l e c t e d , 
i r r e s p e c t i v e of h i s w e a k n e s s . 

T h e Reformer w a s a b o u t dead . Bro . 
h a d u r g e d t h e e x t r e m e p o s i t i o n s of D r . 
T r a i l , w h i c h h a d i n f l u e n c e d t h e d o c t o r t o 
c o m e o u t i n t h e Reformer s t r o n g e r t h a n h e 
o t h e r w i s e w o u l d h a v e d o n e , i n d i s c a r d i n g 
m i l k , s u g a r , a n d sa l t . T h e p o s i t i o n t o l e a v e 
t h e s e t h ings , e n t i r e l y m a y b e r i g h t i n t h e i r 
o r d e r . B u t t h e t i m e h a d n o t c o m e t o m a k e 
a g e n e r a l s t a n d u p o n t h e s e p o i n t s . A n d 
t h o s e w h o d o t a k e t h e i r p o s i t i o n , a n d a d -
v o c a t e t h e e n t i r e d i suse of m i l k , b u t t e r , 
a n d s u g a r , s h o u l d h a v e t h e i r o w n t a b l e s 
f r e e f r o m t h e s e t h i n g s . B r o . , e v e n 
w h i l e t a k i n g h i s s t a n d i n t h e Reformer w i t h 
D r . T r a i l i n r e g a r d t o t h e i n j u r i o u s e f fec t s 
of sa l t , m i l k , a n d sugar , d i d n o t p r a c t i c e 
t h e t h i n g s h e t a u g h t . U p o n h i s o w n t a -
b le t h e s e t h i n g s w e r e d a i l y used . 

M a n y of o u r p e o p l e h a d los t t h e i r i n t e r -
e s t i n t h e Reformer, a n d l e t t e r s w e r e d a i l y 
r e c e i v e d w i t h t h i s d i s c o u r a g i n g r e q u e s t , 
" P l e a s e d i s c o n t i n u e m y Reformer." L e t -
t e r s w e r e r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e W e s t , w h e r e 
t h e c o u n t r y i s n e w a n d f r u i t scarce , i n q u i r -
i n g h o w t h e f r i e n d s of h e a l t h r e f o r m l ive 
a t B a t t l e C r e e k . D i d t h e y d i s p e n s e w i t h 
s a l t e n t i r e l y ? I f so, w e c a n n o t a t p r e s e n t 
a d o p t t h e h e a l t h r e f o r m . W e c a n g e t b u t 
l i t t l e f r u i t , a n d w e h a v e l e f t m e a t , t e a , cof-
fee , a n d t o b a c c o ; b u t w e m u s t h a v e some-
t h i n g t o s u s t a i n l ife. 

W e h a d s p e n t s o m e t i m e i n t h e W e s t , 
a n d w e k n e w t h e s c a r c i t y of fruit, a n d w e 
s y m p a t h i z e d w i t h o u r b r e t h r e n w h o w e r e 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y , i n t h e f e a r of God , s e e k i n g 
t o b e i n h a r m o n y w i t h t h e b o d y of S a b -
b a t h - k e e p i n g A d v e n t i s t s . T h e y w e r e be -
c o m i n g d i s c o u r a g e d , a n d s o m e w e r e b a c k -
s l i d i n g u p o n t h e h e a l t h r e f o r m , f e a r i n g t h a t 
a t B a t t l e C r e e k t h e y w e r e r a d i c a l a n d f a -
n a t i c a l . W e cou ld n o t r a i s e a n i n t e r e s t 
a n y w h e r e i n t h e W e s t t o o b t a i n s u b s c r i b e r s 
f o r t h e Health Reformer. W e s a w t h a t t h e 
w r i t e r s i n t h e Reformer w e r e g o i n g a w a y 
f r o m t h e p e o p l e , a n d l e a v i n g t h e m b e h i n d . 
I f w e t a k e p o s i t i o n s t h a t c o n s c i e n t i o u s 
C h r i s t i a n s , w h o a r e i n d e e d r e f o r m e r s , c a n -
n o t a d o p t , h o w c a n w e e x p e c t t o b e n e f i t 
t h a t c lass w h o m w e c a n r e a c h o n l y f r o m a 
h e a l t h s t a n d p o i n t ? 
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W e m u s t g o n o f a s t e r t h a n w e c a n t a k e 
t h o s e w i t h u s w h o s e consc iences a n d in t e l -
lec t s a r e c o n v i n c e d of t h e t r u t h s w e a d v o -
ca te . W e m u s t m e e t t h e p e o p l e w h e r e t h e y 
are . ^ S o m e of u s h a v e b e e n m a n y y e a r s i n 
a r r i v i n g a t o u r p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n i n h e a l t h 
r e fo rm. R e f o r m i n d i e t i s s l ow t o ob t a in . 
W e h a v e p o w e r f u l a p p e t i t e t o m e e t ; fo r 
t h e w o r l d is g i v e n t o g l u t t o n y . I f w e 
s h o u l d a l l o w t h e p e o p l e a s m u c h t i m e as 
w e h a v e r e q u i r e d t o c o m e u p t o t h e p r e s -
e n t a d v a n c e d s t a t e i n r e f o r m , w e s h o u l d be 
v e r y p a t i e n t w i t h t h e m , a n d a l l o w t h e m to 
a d v a n c e s t e p b y s t e p , a s w e h a v e done, 
u n t i l t h e i r f e e t a r e f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d u p o n 
t h e h e a l t h - r e f o r m p l a t f o r m . B u t w e s h o u l d 
b e v e r y c a u t i o u s t o n o t t a k e o n e s t e p too 
fas t , t h a t w e s h a l l b e ob l i ged t o r e t r ace . 
I n r e fo rms , w e h a d b e t t e r come o n e s t ep 
s h o r t of t h e m a r k t h a n t o g o one s t e p be-
y o n d it . A n d i f t h e r e i s e r r o r a t all , l e t i t 
b e on t h e s i d e n e x t t o t h e people . 

A n d , a b o v e al l , w e s h o u l d n o t w i t h ou r 
p e n s a d v o c a t e p o s i t i o n s t h a t w e d o n o t p u t 
t o a p r a c t i c a l t e s t i n o u r o w n fami l ies , u p o n 
o u r o w n t a b l e s . T h i s i s d i s s i m u l a t i o n , a n d 
a species of h y p o c r i s y . I n M i c h i g a n w e 
can do b e t t e r i n l e a v i n g sa l t , suga r , a n d 
m i l k ^ t h a n m a n y w h o a r e s i t u a t e d i n t h e 
f a r W e s t , o r i n t h e f a r E a s t , w h e r e t h e r e is 
a s ca rc i ty of f r u i t . T h e r e a r e b u t v e r y f e w 
fami l ies i n B a t t l e C r e e k w h o d o n o t use 
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t h e s e a r t i c l e s u p o n t h e i r t ab le s . W e k n o w 
t h a t a f r e e u s e of t h e s e a r t i c l e s is p o s i t i v e l y 
i n j u r i o u s t o h e a l t h , a n d , i n m a n y cases, w e 
t h i n k if t h e y w e r e n o t u s e d a t a l l , a m u c h 
b e t t e r s t a t e of h e a l t h w o u l d b e e n j o y e d . 
A t p r e s e n t , b u r b u r d e n is n o t u p o n t h e s e 
t h i n g s . T h e peop le a r e so f a r b e h i n d t h a t 
w e see i t i s a l l t h e y c a n b e a r t o h a v e u s 
d r a w t h e l i n e u p o n t h e i r i n j u r i o u s i n d u l -
g e n c e s a n d s t i m u l a t i n g na rco t i c s . W e b e a r 
p o s i t i v e t e s t i m o n y a g a i n s t t obacco , s p i r i t u -
o u s l i q u o r s , snuf f , t e a , coffee, f l e s h - m e a t s , 
b u t t e r , sp ices , r i c h cakes , m i n c e _ p ies , ^ a 
l a r g e a m o u n t of sal t , a n d a l l e x c i t i n g s u b -
s t a n c e s u s e d as a r t i c l e s of f o o d . 

I f w e c o m e t o p e r s o n s w h o h a v e n o t b e e n 
e n l i g h t e n e d i n r e g a r d t o h e a l t h r e f o r m , a n d 
p r e s e n t o u r s t r o n g e s t p o s i t i o n s a t f i r s t , 
t h e r e i s d a n g e r of t h e i r b e c o m i n g d i s c o u r -
a g e d a s t h e y see h o w m u c h t h e y h a v e t o 
g i v e u p , so t h a t t h e y wi l l m a k e n o e f f o r t 
t o r e f o r m . W e m u s t l e a d t h e p e o p l e a l o n g 
p a t i e n t l y a n d g r a d u a l l y , r e m e m b e r i n g t h e 
h o l e of t h e p i t w h e n c e w e w e r e d i g g e d . 

I>efccts of Character. 

I w a s s h o w n t h a t B ro . h a s s e r i o u s 
d e f i c i e n c i e s i n h i s c h a r a c t e r , w h i c h d i s q u a l -
i f y h i m f o r b e i n g c losely c o n n e c t e d w i t h 
t h e w o r k of G o d w h e r e i m p o r t a n t r e s p o n s -
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l b i l i t i e s a r e i n v o l v e d . H e h a s h e a d w o r k 
b u t t h e h e a r t , t h e a f f e c t i o n s , h a v e n o t b e e n 
s a n c t i f i e d t o G o d , t h e r e f o r e h e c a n n o t b e 
r e l i e d u p o n a s q u a l i f i e d f o r so i m p o r t a n t a 
w o r k a s t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e t r u t h i n t h e 
Of f i ce a t B a t t l e C r e e k . A m i s t a k e , o r n e g -
l e c t o f d u t y i n t h i s w o r k , a f f e c t s t h e c a u s e 

of G o d a t l a r g e . B r o . h a s n o t s e e n 
h i s f a i l i n g s , t h e r e f o r e h e d o e s n o t r e f o r m 

I t i s b y s m a l l t h i n g s t h a t o u r c h a r a c t e r s 
a r e f o r m e d t o h a b i t s of i n t e g r i t y Y o u 
m y b r o t h e r , h a v e b e e n of t h a t d i s p o s i t i o n 
t o u n d e r v a l u e t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e l i t t l e 
i n c i d e n t s of c a r e f u l , e v e r y - d a y l i f e T h i s 
i s a g r e a t m i s t a k e . N o t h i n g w i t h w h i c h w e 
h a v e t o d o i s r e a l l y sma l l . E v e r y a c t i o n i s 
of s o m e a c c o u n t , e i t h e r o n t h e s i d e of r i ^ h t 
o r o n t h e s i d e of w r o n g . I t is o n l y b v W 
e r c i s m g p r i n c i p l e i n t h e s m a l l t r a n s a c t i o n s 
of o r d i n a r y l i f e t h a t w e a r e t e s t e d a n d o u r 
c h a r a c t e r s f o r m e d . I n t h e v a r i e d c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s of l i f e w e a r e t e s t e d a n d p r o v e d 
a n d t h e r e b y w e a c q u i r e a p o w e r t o s t a n d 

^ e a t e
1

1 ; a n d " l o r e i m p o r t a n t t e s t s t h a t 
w e a r e ca l l ed to e n d u r e , a n d a r e q u a l i f i e d 
t o fail s t i l l m o r e i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s . T h e 
m i n d m u s t b e t r a i n e d t h r o u g h d a i l y t e s t s 
t o h a b i t s o f fidelity, t o a s e n s e of t h e c l a i m s 

n g h t a n d d u t y a b o v e i n c l i n a t i o n a n d 
p l e a s u r e M i n d s t h u s t r a i n e d a r e n o t w a -
v e r i n g b e t w e e n l i g h t a n d w r o n g , a s t h e 
t r e m b l i n g r e e d i n t h e w i n d , b u t a s s o o n a s 
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m a t t e r s c o m e b e f o r e t h e m , t h e y d i s c e r n a t 
o n c e t h a t t h e r e i s a p r i n c i p l e i n v o l v e d , a n d 
t h e y w i l l i n s t i n c t i v e l y c h o o s e t h e r i g h t 
w i t h o u t l o n g d e b a t i n g t h e m a t t e r . T h e y 
a r e l o y a l b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e t r a i n e d t h e m -
s e l v e s t o h a b i t s of f a i t h f u l n e s s a n d t r u t h . 
B y b e i n g f a i t h f u l i n t h a t w h i c h i s l e a s t , i t 
b e c o m e s e a s y f o r t h e m , t h r o u g h a c q u i r e d 
p o w e r , t o b e f a i t h f i i l i n g r e a t e r m a t t e r s . 

B r o . 's e d u c a t i o n h a s n o t b e e n s u c h 
a s t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e h i g h m o r a l q u a l i t i e s 
t h a t w o u l d e n a b l e h i m t o s t a n d a l o n e i n 
t h e s t r e n g t h of G o d i n d e f e n s e of t r u t h , 
a m i d t h e s e v e r e s t o p p o s i t i o n , firm a s a r o c k 
t o p r i n c i p l e , t r u e t o h i s m o r a l c h a r a c t e r , 
u n m o v e d b y c e n s u r e , o r h u m a n p r a i s e , o r 
r e w a r d s , p r e f e r r i n g d e a t h r a t h e r t h a n a 
v i o l a t e d consc i ence . S u c h i n t e g r i t y i s 
n e e d e d i n t h e Off ice o f p u b l i c a t i o n , w h e r e 
s o l e m n , s a c r e d t r u t h s a r e g o i n g f o r t h , u p o n 
w h i c h t h e w o r l d a r e t o b e t e s t e d . 

T h e w o r k of G o d ca l l s f o r m e n of h i g h 
m o r a l p o w e r s t o e n g a g e i n i t s p r o m u l g a -
t i o n . M e n a r e w a n t e d w h o s e h e a r t s a r e 
n e r v e d w i t h h o l y f e r v o r , m e n o f s t r o n g p u r -
pose , t h a t a r e n o t e a s i l y m o v e d , w h o 
c a n l a y d o w n e v e r y s e l f i s h i n t e r e s t a n d 
g i v e a l l f o r c r o s s a n d c r o w n . T h e c a u s e o f 
p r e s e n t t r u t h i s s u f f e r i n g f o r m e n w h o a r e 
l o y a l t o a s e n s e of r i g h t a n d d u t y , w h o s e 
m o r a l i n t e g r i t y i s firm, a n d t h e i r e n e r g y 
e q u a l t o t h e o p e n i n g p r o v i d e n c e o f G o d . 
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S u c h q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a s t h e s e a r e o f m o r e 
v a l u e t h a n i f m e n h a d u n t o l d w e a l t h t o 
i n v e s t i n t h e w o r k a n d c a u s e of God . 
M o r a l i n t e g r i t y , e n e r g y , a n d s t r o n g p u r -
p o s e f o r t h e r i g h t , a r e q u a l i t i e s t h a t c a n n o t 
be s u p p l i e d w i t h a n y a m o u n t of go ld . 
M e n p o s s e s s i n g t h e s e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s w i l l 
h a v e i n f l u e n c e e v e r y w h e r e . T h e i r l i ves 
w i l l b e m o r e p o w e r f u l t h a n l o f t y e l o q u e n c e . 
G o d ca l l s f o r m e n of h e a r t , m e n of m i n d , m e n 
of m o r a l i n t e g r i t y , w h o m h e c a n m a k e t h e 
r e p o s i t a r i e s of h i s t r u t h , w h o w i l l c o r r e c t l y 
r e p r e s e n t a n d e x e m p l i f y i t s s a c r e d p r i n c i -
p l e s i n t h e i r d a i l y l i f e . 

Bro . h a s a b i l i t y i n s o m e r e s p e c t s 
t h a t b u t f e w h a v e . H e c o u l d fill a n i m -
p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n i n t h e Off ice w i t h a c c e p t -
a n c e t o G o d , i f h i s h e a r t w a s s a n c t i f i e d t o 
t h e w o r k . H e n e e d s t o b e c o n v e r t e d , a n d 
t o h u m b l e h i m s e l f a s a l i t t l e ch i ld , i n s e e k -
i n g p u r e , h e a r t r e l i g i o n , i n o r d e r f o r h i s i n -
fluence i n t h e Off ice , o r i n t h e c a u s e of G o d 
a n y w h e r e , t o b e w h a t i t o u g h t t o be . A s 
b i s i n f l u e n c e h a s b e e n , i t h a s i n j u r e d a l l 
c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e Off ice , b u t m o r e e spe -
c i a l ly t h e y o u n g . H i s p o s i t i o n a s f o r e m a n 
g a v e h i m i n f l u e n c e . H e d i d n o t c o n d u c t 
h i m s e l f c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y i n t h e f e a r of God. 
H e f a v o r e d p a r t i c u l a r o n e s a b o v e o t h e r s ! 
H e n e g l e c t e d t h o s e w h o , f o r t h e i r f a i t h f u l -
n e s s a n d a b i l i t y , d e s e r v e d s p e c i a l e n c o u r -
a g e m e n t H e b r o u g h t d i s t r e s s a n d p e r -
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p l e x i t y u p o n t h o s e i n w h o m h e s h o u l d h a v e 
h a d a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t . T h o s e w h o l i n k 
t h e i r a f f e c t i o n s a n d i n t e r e s t t o o n e o r t w o , 
a n d f a v o r t h e m t o t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e of o t h -
ers , s h o u l d n o t r e t a i n t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n t h e 
Off ice f o r a d a y . T h i s u n s a n c t i f i e d p a r t i a l -
i t y f o r s p e c i a l o n e s w h o m a y p l e a s e t h e 
f a n c y , t o t h e n e g l e c t of o t h e r s w h o a r e 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s a n d G o d - f e a r i n g , a n d i n h i s 
s i g h t o f m o r e v a l u e , i s o f f e n s i v e t o G o d . 
T h a t w h i c h G o d e s t e e m s , w e s h o u l d v a l u e . 
T h e o r n a m e n t of a m e e k a n d q u i e t s p i r i t , 
G o d r e g a r d s of h i g h e r v a l u e t h a n e x t e r n a l 
b e a u t y , o u t w a r d a d o r n m e n t , riches, o r 
w o r l d l y h o n o r . 

T h e t r u e f o l l o w e r s of C h r i s t w i l l n o t 
c h o o s e i n t i m a t e f r i e n d s h i p w i t h t h o s e 
w h o s e c h a r a c t e r s h a v e s e r i o u s d e f e c t s , a n d 
w h o s e e x a m p l e a s a w h o l e i t w o u l d n o t b e 
s a f e t o f o l l o w , w h i l e i t i s t h e i r p r i v i l e g e t o 
a s s o c i a t e w i t h p e r s o n s w h o o b s e r v e a c o n -
s c i e n t i o u s r e g a r d t o t h e i r d u t i e s i n t h e n -
b u s i n e s s , a n d t h e d u t i e s of r e l i g i o n . T h o s e 
w h o l a c k p r i n c i p l e a n d d e v o t i o n g e n e r a l l y 
h a v e a m o r e p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e t o m o l d 
t h e m i n d s of t h e i r i n t i m a t e M e n d s t h a n 
t h o s e h a v e w h o s e c h a r a c t e r s s e e m w e l l b a l -
a n c e d t o c o n t r o l a n d i n f l u e n c e t h e d e f e c t i v e 
i n c h a r a c t e r , a n d t h o s e l a c k i n g s p i r i t u a l i t y 
a n d d e v o t i o n . 

B r o . ' s i n f l u e n c e , i f u n s a n c t i f i e d , 
e n d a n g e r s t h e s o u l s o f t h o s e w h o f o l l o w h i s 
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e x a m p l e . H i s r e a d y t a c t a n d i n g e n u i t y i s 
a d m i r e d , a n d l e a d s t h o s e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
h i m t o g i v e h i m c r e d i t f o r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 
t h a t h e d o e s n o t possess . A t t h e Of f i ce h e 
w a s r e c k l e s s of h i s t i m e . I f t h i s a f f e c t e d 
o n l y h i m s e l f i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n a s m a l l 
m a t t e r ; b u t h i s p o s i t i o n a s f o r e m a n g a v e 
h i m i n f l u e n c e . H i s e x a m p l e b e f o r e t h o s e 
i n t h e Off ice , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e a p p r e n -
t i ces , w a s n o t c i r c u m s p e c t a n d c o n s c i e n t i o u s . 
I f B r o . h a d , w i t h h i s i n g e n i o u s t a l e n t , 
a s e n s e of h i g h m o r a l o b l i g a t i o n , h i s s e r v -
ices w o u l d b e i n v a l u a b l e t o t h e Off ice . I f 
h i s p r i n c i p l e s h a d b e e n s u c h t h a t n o m o -
t i v e c o u l d h a v e m o v e d h i m f r o m t h e 
s t r a i g h t l i n e of d u t y , n o i n d u c e m e n t w h i c h 
c o u l d h a v e b e e n p r e s e n t e d t o h i m w o u l d 
h a v e p u r c h a s e d h i s c o n s e n t t o a w r o n g ac-
t i o n , h i s i n f l u e n c e w o u l d h a v e m o l d e d o t h -
e r s ; b u t h i s d e s i r e s f o r p l e a s u r e a l l u r e d 
h i m from h i s p o s t of d u t y . I f h e h a d 
s t o o d i n t h e s t r e n g t h of G o d , u n m o v e d b y 
c e n s u r e o r flattery, h i s s o u l s t e a d y t o p r i n -
c i p l e , f a i t h f u l t o h i s c o n v i c t i o n s of t r u t h 
a n d j u s t i c e , h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n a s u p e r i o r 
m a n , a n d w o u l d h a v e w o n a c o m m a n d i n g 

i n f l u e n c e e v e r y w h e r e . B r o . l a c k s 
frugality a n d e c o n o m y . H e l a c k s t a c t 
w h i c h w o u l d e n a b l e h i m t o a d a p t h i m s e l f 
t o t h e o p e n i n g p r o v i d e n c e of G o d t o m a k e 
h i m a m i n u t e m a n . H e l o v e d h u m a n 
p r a i s e . H e w a s s w a y e d b y c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

s u b j e c t t o t e m p t a t i o n , a n d h i s i n t e g r i t y 
c o u l d n o t b e r e l i e d u p o n . 

B r o . 's r e l i g i o u s e x p e r i e n c e w a s n o t 
s o u n d . H e m o v e d from i m p u l s e , n o t f r o m 
p r i n c i p l e . H i s h e a r t w a s n o t r i g h t w i t h 
God , a n d h e d i d n o t h a v e t h e f e a r of G o d 
a n d h i s g l o r y b e f o r e h i m . H e a c t e d v e i y 
m u c h l i k e a m a n e n g a g e d i n c o m m o n b u s -
iness . H e h a d b u t v e r y l i t t l e s e n s e of t h e 
s a c r e d n e s s of t h e w o r k i n w h i c h h e w a s 
e n g a g e d . H e h a d n o t p r a c t i c e d s e l f - d e n i a l 
a n d e c o n o m y , t h e r e f o r e h e h a d n o e x p e r i -
e n c e i n t h i s . A t t i m e s h e l a b o r e d e a r n e s t l y , 
a n d m a n i f e s t e d a g o o d i n t e r e s t i n t h e w o r k . 
T h e n a g a i n h e w o u l d b e ca r e l e s s of h i s 
t i m e , a n d s p e n d p r e c i o u s m o m e n t s i n u n -
i m p o r t a n t c o n v e r s a t i o n , h i n d e r i n g o t h e r s 
from d o i n g t h e i r d u t y , a n d s e t t i n g a n e x -
a m p l e t o o t h e r s of r e c k l e s s n e s s a n d u n f a i t h -
f u l n e s s . T h e w o r k of G o d i s s a c r e d a n d 
h o l y , a n d ca l l s f o r m e n of l o f t y i n t e g r i t y . 
M e n a r e w a n t e d w h o h a v e a s e n s e o f j u s -
t i ce , e v e n i n t h e s m a l l e s t m a t t e r s , t h a t w i l l 
n o t a l l o w t h e m t o m a k e e n t r i e s o f t h e i r 
t i m e t h a t a r e n o t m i n u t e a n d c o r r e c t . 
M e n t h a t w i l l h a v e a s e n s e t h a t t h e y a r e 
h a n d l i n g m e a n s t h a t b e l o n g t o G o d , a n d 
w h o w o u l d n o t u n j u s t l y a p p r o p r i a t e o n e 
c e n t t o t h e i r o w n use . M e n w h o w i l l b e 
j u s t a s f a i t h f u l a n d e x a c t , c a r e f u l a n d d i l i -
g e n t i n t h e i r l a b o r , i n t h e a b s e n c e of t h e n -
e m p l o y e r , a s i n h i s p r e s e n c e , p r o v i n g b y 
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t h e i r f a i t h f u l n e s s t h a t t h e y a r e n o t e y e -
s e r v a n t s , n o t m e r e l y m e n - p l e a s e r s , b u t con-
sc i en t ious , f a i t h f u l , t r u e w o r k m e n , doino-
r i g h t , n o t f o r h u m a n p r a i s e , b u t b e c a u s e 
t h e y l o v e a n d c h o o s e t h e r i g h t f r o m a h i g h 
sense of t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n t o G o d . 

P a r e n t s a r e n o t t h o r o u g h i n t h e e d u c a -
t i o n of t h e i r c h i l d r e n . T h e y d o n o t see 
t h e n e c e s s i t y of m o l d i n g t h e m i n d s of t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n b y d i s c i p l i n e t h a t t h e y s h o u l d . 
T h e y g i v e t h e m a s u p e r f i c i a l e d u c a t i o n , 
m a n i f e s t i n g g r e a t e r c a r e f o r a n o r n a m e n t a l 
r a t h e r t h a n a so l i d e d u c a t i o n w h i c h w o u l d 
d e v e l o p t h e f a c u l t i e s , a n d d i r e c t t h e m t o 
b r i n g o u t t h e e n e r g i e s of t h e soul , t h a t t h e 
p o w e r s of t h e m i n d s h o u l d e x p a n d a n d 
s t r e n g t h e n b y e x e r c i s e . T h e f a c u l t i e s o f 
t h e m i n d n e e d c u l t i v a t i o n , t h a t t h e y m a y 
b e e x e r c i s e d t o t h e g l o r y of G o d . C a r e f u l 
a t t e n t i o n s h o u l d b e g i v e n t o t h e c u l t u r e of 
t h e i n t e l l e c t , t h a t t h e v a r i e d o r g a n s of t h e 
m i n d m a y h a v e e q u a l s t r e n g t h , b y b e i n g 
b r o u g h t i n t o e x e r c i s e , e a c h i n t h e i r d is-
t i n c t i v e office. I f p a r e n t s a l l o w t h e i r ch i l -
d r e n t o f o l l o w t h e b e n t of t h e i r o w n m i n d s , 
a n d f o l l o w t h e i r i n c l i n a t i o n a n d p l e a s u r e ' 
t o t h e n e g l e c t o f d u t y , t h e y w i l l f o r m then-
c h a r a c t e r a f t e r t h i s p a t t e r n , a n d w i l l n o t 
b e c o m p e t e n t f o r a n y r e s p o n s i b l e p o s i t i o n 
i n l i fe . T h e d e s i r e s a n d i n c l i n a t i o n s of 
y o u t h s h o u l d b e r e s t r a i n e d , t h e i r w e a k 
p o i n t s of c h a r a c t e r s t r e n g t h e n e d , t h e i r 
o v e r - s t r o n g t e n d e n c i e s d e p r e s s e d . 
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I f o n e f a c u l t y i s s u f f e r e d t o r e m a i n d o r -
m a n t , o r t u r n e d o u t of i t s p r o p e r d i r e c t i o n , 
t h e p u r p o s e of G o d i s n o t c a r r i e d o u t . T h e 
f a c u l t i e s s h o u l d b e a l l w e l l d e v e l o p e d . 
C a r e s h o u l d b e g i v e n t o each , f o r t h e y h a v e 
a m u t u a l b e a r i n g u p o n e a c h o t h e r , a n d 
m u s t a l l b e e x e r c i s e d t h a t t h e m i n d b e 
p r o p e r l y b a l a n c e d . I f o n e o r t w o o r g a n s 
a r e c u l t i v a t e d , a n d i n c o n t i n u a l u se , b e c a u s e 
i t i s t h e c h o i c e t o p u t t h e s t r e n g t h of t h e 
m i n d i n o n e d i r e c t i o n , t o t h e n e g l e c t o f 
o t h e r p o w e r s of t h e m i n d , y o u r c h i l d r e n 
w i l l c o m e t o m a t u r i t y w i t h u n b a l a n c e d 
m i n d s , a n d t h e y w i l l n o t h a v e h a r m o n i o u s 
c h a r a c t e r s . T h e y w i l l b e a p t a n d s t r o n g 
i n o n e d i r e c t i o n , a n d g r e a t l y d e f i c i e n t i n 
o t h e r d i r e c t i o n s j u s t a s i m p o r t a n t . T h e y 
w i l l n o t b e c o m p e t e n t m e n a n d w o m e n . 
T h e i r d e f i c i e n c i e s w i l l b e m a r k e d , a n d m a r 
t h e e n t i r e c h a r a c t e r . 

Bro . h a s c u l t i v a t e d a n a l m o s t u n -
g o v e r n a b l e p r o p e n s i t y f o r s i g h t - s e e i n g a n d 
t r i p s of p l e a s u r e . A n d t i m e a n d e x p e n s e 
a r e w a s t e d t o g r a t i f y h i s d e s i r e f o r p l e a s -
u r e e x c u r s i o n s . H i s se l f i sh l o v e of p l e a s -
u r e l e a d s t o t h e n e g l e c t of s a c r e d d u t i e s . 
B r o . l o v e s t o p r e a c h , b u t h e h a s n e v e r 
t a k e n u p t h i s w o r k , f e e l i n g t h e w o e u p o n 
h i m if l i e p r e a c h n o t t h e gospe l . H e f r e -
q u e n t l y l e f t h i s w o r k i n t h e Of f i ce w h i c h 
d e m a n d e d h i s care , t o c o m p l y w i t h ca l l s 
f r o m s o m e of h i s b r e t h r e n i n o t h e r c h u r c h e s . 
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I f l i e h a d f e l t t h e s o l e m n s e n s e of t h e w o r k 
of G o d f o r t h i s t i m e , a n d g o n e f o r t h , m a k -
i n g G o d h i s t r u s t , p r a c t i c i n g s e l f - d e n i a l , 
a n d l i f t i n g t h e c ros s of C h r i s t , h e w o u l d 
h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d g o o d . B u t h e f r e -
q u e n t l y h a d so l i t t l e s e n s e of t h e h o l i n e s s 
of t h e w o r k , t h a t h e w o u l d i m p r o v e t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y of v i s i t i n g o t h e r c h u r c h e s , i n 
m a l d n g t h e o c c a s i o n a s c e n e of s e l f - g r a t i f i -
c a t i o n , i n s h o r t , a p l e a s u r e t r i p . W h a t a 
c o n t r a s t i n t h e c o u r s e p u r s u e d b y t h e a p o s -
t l es , w h o w e n t f o r t h b u r d e n e d w i t h t h e 
w o r d of l i fe , a n d i n t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n of 
t h e S p i r i t , p r e a c h i n g C h r i s t c ruc i f i ed . T h e y 
p o i n t e d o u t t h e l i v i n g w a y t h r o u g h se l f -
d e n i a l a n d t h e cross . T h e y h a d f e l l o w s h i p 
w i t h t h e i r S a v i o u r i n h i s s u f f e r i n g s , a n d 
t h e i r g r e a t e s t d e s i r e w a s t o k n o w C h r i s t 
J e s u s , a n d h i m c ruc i f i ed . T h e y c o n s i d e r e d 
n o t t h e i r o w n c o n v e n i e n c e , n o r c o u n t e d 
t h e i r fives d e a r u n t o t h e m s e l v e s . T h e y 
l i v e d n o t t o e n j o y , b u t t o d o g o o d , a n d s a v e 
s o u l s f o r w h o m C h r i s t d i e d . 

B r o . c a n p r e s e n t a r g u m e n t s u p o n 
d o c t r i n a l p o i n t s , b u t t h e p r a c t i c a l l e s s o n s 
of s a n c t i f i c a t i o n , s e l f - d e n i a l , a n d t h e c ross , 
h e h a s n o t e x p e r i e n c e d i n h i m s e l f . H e c a n 
s p e a k t o t h e e a r , b u t t h e t r u t h i s n o t u r g e d 
h o m e u p o n t h e c o n s c i e n c e s w i t h a d e e p 
s e n s e of i t s s o l e m n i t y a n d i m p o r t a n c e i n 
v i e w of t h e J u d g m e n t , w h e n e v e r y c a s e 
m u s t b e d e c i d e d , b e c a u s e h e h a s n o t f e l t 

t h e s a n c t i f y i n g i n f l u e n c e of t h e s e t r u t h s 
u p o n h i s o w n h e a r t , a n d p r a c t i c e d t h e m 
i n h i s o w n fife. B r o . h a d n o t 
t r a i n e d h i s m i n d , a n d h i s d e p o r t m e n t o u t 
of m e e t i n g w a s n o t e x e m p l a r y . H e d i d 
n o t s e e m t o h a v e t h e b u r d e n of t h e w o r k 
r e s t i n g u p o n h i m , b u t w a s t r i f l i n g a n d b o y -
i sh . H e l o w e r e d t h e s t a n d a r d of r e l i g i o n 
b y h i s e x a m p l e . S a e r e d a n d c o m m o n 
t h i n g s w e r e p l a c e d o n a l eve l . 

B r o . h a s n o t b e e n w i l l i n g t o e n d u r e 
t h e cross, a n d h e h a s n o t b e e n w i l l i n g t o 
f o l l o w C h r i s t f r o m t h e m a n g e r t o t h e j u d g -
m e n t h a l l a n d C a l v a r y . H e h a s b r o u g h t 
u p o n h i m s e l f s o r e a f f l i c t i o n i n s e e k i n g h i s 
o w n p l e a s u r e . B r o . h a s y e t t o l e a r n 
t h a t h i s s t r e n g t h i s w e a k n e s s a n d h i s w i s -
d o m i s f o l l y . I f h e h a d f e l t t h a t h e w a s 
e n g a g e d i n t h e w o r k of G o d , a n d t h a t h e 
w a s i n d e b t e d t o h i m w h o r e q u i r e d o f h i m 
t o i m p r o v e t h e t i m e a n d t a l e n t s h e h a s 
g i v e n h i m t o h i s g l o r y — h a d h e s t o o d 
f a i t h f u l l y a t h i s p o s t — h e w o u l d n o t h a v e 
s u f f e r e d t h a t l o n g , t e d i o u s s i c k n e s s . H i s 
e x p o s u r e u p o n t h a t p l e a s u r e t r i p c a u s e d 
h i m m o n t h s of s u f f e r i n g . 

B r a w o u l d h a v e d i e d h a d i t n o t 
b e e n f o r t h e e a r n e s t , e f f e c t u a l p r a y e r of 
f a i t h , p u t u p i n h i s b e h a l f , b y t h o s e w h o 
f e l t t h a t h e w a s n o t p r e p a r e d t o d i e , f o r 
G o d t o s p a r e h i m . H a d h e d i e d a t t h a t 
t i m e , h i s c a s e w o u l d h a v e b e e n f a r w o r s e 

3 
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t h a n t h a t o f t h e u n e n l i g h t e n e d s i n n e r . 
B u t G o d m e r c i f u l l y h e a r d t h e p r a y e r s of 
h i s p e o p l e , a n d s p a r e d B r o . a n d g a v e 
h i m a n e w l e a s e of h i s l i fe , t h a t h e m i g h t 
h a v e o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e p e n t of h i s u n f a i t h -
f u l n e s s a n d r e d e e m t h e t i m e . H i s e x a m -
p l e h a d i n f l u e n c e d m a n y i n B a t t l e C r e e k 
i n t h e w r o n g d i r e c t i o n . 

B r o . c a m e u p f r o m h i s s i c k n e s s ; 
b u t h o w l i t t l e d i d h e o r h i s f a m i l y f ee l 
h u m b l e d u n d e r t h e h a n d of G o d . T h e 
w o r k of t h e S p i r i t o f G o d , a n d w i s d o m 
f r o m h i m , a r e n o t m a n i f e s t e d t h a t w e m a y 
b e h a p p y a n d s a t i s f i e d w i t h o u r s e l v e s , b u t 
t h a t o u r s o u l s m a y b e r e n e w e d i n k n o w l -
e d g e a n d t r u e h o l i n e s s . H o w m u c h b e t t e r 
w o u l d i t h a v e b e e n f o r B r o . i f h i s a f -
fliction h a d p r o m p t e d t o f a i t h f u l s e a r c h i n g 
of h e a r t , t o d i s c o v e r t h e i m p e r f e c t i o n s i n 
h i s c h a r a c t e r , t h a t h e m i g h t p u t t h e m a w a y , 
a n d w i t h h u m b l e s p i r i t c o m e f o r t h f r o m 
t h e f u r n a c e a s g o l d p u r i f i e d , r e f l e c t i n g t h e 
i m a g e of C h r i s t . 

T h e s i c k n e s s t h a t h e h a d b r o u g h t u p o n 
h i m s e l f , t h e c h u r c h h e l p e d h i m b e a r . H i s 
w a t c h e r s w e r e p r o v i d e d , h i s e x p e n s e s , in a 
g r e a t m e a s u r e , b o r n e b y t h e c h u r c h ; y e t 
n e i t h e r h e n o r h i s f a m i l y a p p r e c i a t e d t h i s 
g e n e r o s i t y a n d t e n d e r n e s s o n t h e p a r t o f 
t h e c h u r c h . T h e y f e l t t h e y d e s e r v e d a l l 
t h a t w a s d o n e f o r t h e m . A s B r o . 
c a m e u p f r o m h i s s i c k n e s s , h e f e l t w r o n g 
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t o w a r d m y h u s b a n d , b e c a u s e h e d i s a p -
p r o v e d h i s c o u r s e w h i c h w a s so c e n s u r a b l e . 
H e u n i t e d w i t h o t h e r s t o i n j u r e m y h u s -
b a n d ' s i n f l u e n c e , a n d s i n c e h e h a s l e f t t h e 
Office, h e h a s n o t f e l t r i g h t . H e w o u l d 
p o o r l y s t a n d t h e t e s t o f b e i n g p r o v e d b y 
G o d . 

Bro . h a s n o t y e t l e a r n e d t h e l e s s o n 
t h a t h e w i l l h a v e t o l e a r n if h e i s s a v e d a t 
l a s t , t o d e n y self, r e s i s t h i s d e s i r e f o r p l e a s -
u r e . H e w i l l h a v e t o b e b r o u g h t o v e r t h e 
g r o u n d a g a i n , a n d t r i e d s t i l l m o r e c lose ly , 
b e c a u s e h e f a i l e d t o e n d u r e t h e t r i a l s of Jbhe 
p a s t . H e h a s d i s p l e a s e d G o d i n j u s t i f y i n g 
se l f . H e h a s b u t l i t t l e e x p e r i e n c e of t h e 
f e l l o w s h i p o f t h e s u f f e r i n g s o f C h r i s t . H e 
l o v e s d i s p l a y , a n d d o e s n o t e c o n o m i z e h i s 
m e a n s . T h e L o r d k n o w s . H e w e i g h s t h e 
i n w a r d f e e l i n g s a n d i n t e n t i o n s of t h e 
h e a r t . H e k n o w s m a n . H e t e s t s o u r fi-
d e l i t y . H e r e q u i r e s t h a t w e s h o u l d l o v e 
a n d s e r v e h i m w i t h t h e w h o l e m i n d , a n d 
h e a r t , a n d s t r e n g t h . T h e l o v e r s of p l e a s -
u r e m a y p u t o n a f o r m of g o d l i n e s s t h a t 
e v e n i n v o l v e s s o m e s e l f - d e n i a l , a n d t h e y 
m a y s a c r i f i c e t i m e a n d m o n e y , a n d y e t se l f 
n o t b e s u b d u e d , a n d t h e w i l l n o t b r o u g h t 
i n t o s u b j e c t i o n t o t h e w i l l o f G o d . 

T h e i n f l u e n c e of t h e g i r l s w a s v e r y 
b a d i n B a t t l e C r e e k . T h e y h a d n o t b e e n 
t r a i n e d . . T h e i r m o t h e r h a d n e g l e c t e d h e r 
s a c r e d d u t y , a n d h a d n o t r e s t r a i n e d h e r 
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c h i l d r e n . S h e h a d n o t b r o u g h t t h e m u p i n 
t h e f e a r a n d a d m o n i t i o n of t h e L o r d . T h e y 
h a d b e e n i n d u l g e d a n d s h i e l d e d f r o m b e a r -
i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s u n t i l t h e y h a d n o r e l i s h 
f o r t h e p l a i n , h o m e l y d u t i e s of l i fe . T h e 
m o t h e r h a d e d u c a t e d t h e d a u g h t e r s t o t h i n k 
m u c h of t h e i r d r e s s . B u t t h e i n w a r d 
a d o r n i n g w a s n o t e x a l t e d b e f o r e t h e m . 
T h e s e y o u n g g i r l s w e r e v a i n a n d p r o u d . 
T h e i r m i n d s w e r e i m p u r e . T h e i r c o n v e r -
s a t i o n w a s c o r r u p t i n g , a n d y e t a c l a s s i n 
B . C . w o u l d a s s o c i a t e w i t h t h i s s t a m p of 
m i n d s , a n d t h e y c o u l d n o t a s s o c i a t e w i t h 
t h e m w i t h o u t c o m i n g d o w n t o t h e i r l e v e l . 
T h e y w e r e n o t d e a l t a s s e v e r e l y w i t h a s 
t h e i r c a s e d e m a n d e d . T h e y l o v e t h e s o c i -
e t y o f t h e y o u n g m e n , a n d t h e y o u n g m e n 
a r e t h e t h e m e of t h e i r m e d i t a t i o n , a n d o f 
t h e i r c o n v e r s a t i o n . T h e s e g i r l s h a v e c o r -
r u p t e d m a n n e r s ; t h e y w e r e h e a d s t r o n g a n d 
s e L f - c o n f i d e n t . 

T h e f a m i l y l o v e d i s p l a y . T h e 
m o t h e r i s n o t a p r u d e n t , d i g n i f i e d w o m a n . 
S h e i s n o t q u a l i f i e d t o b r i n g u p c h i l d r e n . 
T h e d r e s s o f h e r c h i l d r e n , t o m a k e a s h o w , 
i s o f g r e a t e r c o n s e q u e n c e t o h e r t h a n t h e 
i n w a r d a d o r n i n g . S h e h a s n o t d i s c i p l i n e d 
h e r s e l f . H e r w i l l h a s n o t b e e n b r o u g h t 
i n t o c o n f o r m i t y t o t h e w i l l of G o d . H e r 
h e a r t i s n o t r i g h t w i t h G o d . S h e i s a 
s t r a n g e r t o t h e o p e r a t i o n of h i s S p i r i t 
u p o n t h e h e a r t , b r i n g i n g t h e d e s i r e s a n d 
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a f f e c t i o n s i n c o n f o r m i t y t o t h e o b e d i e n c e 
of C h r i s t . S h e d o e s n o t p o s s e s s e n n o b l i n g 
q u a l i t i e s o f m i n d , a n d d o e s n o t d i s c e r n s a -
c r e d t h i n g s . S h e h a s l e t h e r c h i l d r e n d o 
a s t h e y p l e a s e d . T h e f e a r f u l e x p e r i e n c e 
s h e h a s h a d w i t h t w o o f h e r e l d e r c h i l d r e n 
h a s n o t m a d e t h e d e e p i m p r e s s i o n o n h e r 
m i n d t h a t t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s d e m a n d e d . 
S h e h a s e d u c a t e d h e r c h i l d r e n t o l o v e 
d r e s s , v a n i t y , a n d f o l l y . S h e h a s n o t d i s -
c i p l i n e d h e r t w o y o u n g e r g i r l s . , 

u n d e r a p r o p e r i n f l u e n c e , w o u l d b e a w o r -
t h y y o u n g m a n ; b u t h e h a s m u c h t o l e a r n . 
H e ' f o l l o w s i n c l i n a t i o n r a t h e r t h a n d u t y . 
H e l o v e s t o f o l l o w h i s OWTI w i l l a n d p l e a s -
u r e , a n d h a s n o t a c o r r e c t k n o w l e d g e o f t h e 
d u t i e s d e v o l v i n g u p o n a C h r i s t i a n . S e l f -
g r a t i f i c a t i o n , a n d h i s o v r a i n c l i n a t i o n , h e 
w o u l d g l a d l y i n t e r p r e t t o b e d u t y . S e l f -
g r a t i f i c a t i o n h e h a s n o t o v e r c o m e . H e h a s 
a w o r k t o d o t o c l e a r h i s s p i r i t u a l v i s i o n , 
t h a t h e m a y u n d e r s t a n d w h a t i t i s t o b e 
s a n c t i f i e d t o G o d , a n d l e a r n t h e h i g h c l a i m s 
of G o d u p o n h i m . T h e s e r i o u s d e f e c t s i n 
h i s e d u c a t i o n h a v e a f f e c t e d h i s l i f e . 

I f B r o . — : — w ras, w i t h h i s g o o d q u a l i f i -
c a t i o n s , w e l l b a l a n c e d a n d f a i t h f u l a s f o r e -
m a n of t h e Off ice , h i s l a b o r w o u l d b e o f 
g r e a t v a l u e t o t h e Off ice , a n d h e c o u l d e a r n 
d o u b l e w a g e s . B u t f o r t h e p a s t y e a r s , c o n -
s i d e r i n g h i s d e f i c i e n c y , w i t h h i s u n c o n s e -
c r a t e d i n f l u e n c e , t h e O f f i c e c o u l d b e t t e r a f -
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f o r d t o d o w i t h o u t h i m , e v e n i f h i s s e r v i c e s 
c o u l d b e h a d f o r n o t h i n g . B r o . a n d s i s t e r 

h a v e n o t l e a r n e d t h e l e s son of e c o n o -
m y . T h e g r a t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e t a s t e a n d d e -
s i r e f o r p l e a s u r e a n d d i s p l a y h a s h a d a n 
o v e r p o w e r i n g i n f l u e n c e u p o n t h e m . S m a l l 
w a g e s w o u l d b e of m o r e a d v a n t a g e t o t h e m 
t h a n l a rge , f o r t h e y w o u l d u s e al l , w e r e i t 
n e v e r so m u c h , a s t h e y p a s s a l o n g . T h e y 
w o u l d e n j o y a s t h e y g o , a n d t h e n w h e n 
a f f l i c t i on d r a w s u p o n t h e m , w o u l d b e w h o l -
l y u n p r e p a r e d . T w e n t y d o l l a r s a w e e k 
w o u l d b e l a i d o u t a b o u t t h e s a m e a s t w e l v e . 

H a d Bro . a n d s i s t e r b e e n e c o n o m i c a l 
m a n a g e r s , d e n y i n g t h e m s e l v e s , t h e y c o u l d 
e r e t h i s h a v e h a d a h o m e of t h e i r o w n , a n d 
b e s i d e s t h i s , m e a n s t o d r a w u p o n i n c a s e of 
a d v e r s i t y . B u t t h e y w i l l n o t e c o n o m i z e a s 
o t h e r s h a v e d o n e , u p o n w h o m t h e y h a v e 
s o m e t i m e s b e e n d e p e n d e n t . I f t h e y n e g -
l e c t t o l e a r n t h e s e l e s s o n s , t h e i r c h a r a c t e r 
w i l l n o t b e f o u n d p e r f e c t i n t h e d a y of G o d . 

Bro . h a s b e e n t h e o b j e c t of t h e 
g r e a t l o v e a n d c o n d e s c e n s i o n of C h r i s t , a n d 
y e t h e h a s n e v e r f e l t t h a t h e c o u l d i m i t a t e 
t h e g r e a t E x a m p l e r . H e c la ims , a n d a l l h i s 
l i f e h a s s o u g h t a f t e r , a b e t t e r p o r t i o n i n 
t h i s l i fe t h a n w a s g i v e n o u r L o r d . Bro . 

h a s n e v e r f e l t t h e d e p t h s of i g n o r a n c e 
a n d s in f r o m w h i c h C h r i s t h a s p r o p o s e d t o 
l i f t h i m , a n d t o l i n k h i m t o h ia d i v i n e n a -
t u r e . 
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I t i s a f e a r f u l t h i n g t o m i n i s t e r i n s a c r e d 
t h i n g s w h e n t h e h e a r t a n d h a n d s a r e n o t 
ho ly . T o b e a c o - w o r k e r w i t h J e s u s C h r i s t , 
i n v o l v e s f e a r f u l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . T o s t a n d 
as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of C h r i s t is n o s m a l l m a t -
t e r . T h e f e a r f u l r e a l i t i e s of t h e J u d g m e n t 
w i l l t e s t e v e r y m a n ' s w o r k . T h e a p o s t l e s 
sa id , " W e p r e a c h n o t o u r s e l v e s , b u t C h r i s t 
J e s u s t h e L o r d " " f o r G o d w h o c o m -
m a n d e d t h e l i g h t t o s h i n e o u t of d a r k n e s s , 
h a t h s h i n e d i n o u r h e a r t s , t o g i v e t h e l i g h t 
of t h e k n o w l e d g e of t h e g l o r y of G o d i n 
t h e f a c e o f J e s u s C h r i s t . " T h e s u f f i c i e n c y 
of t h e a p o s t l e w a s n o t i n h i m s e l f , b u t i n 
t h e g r a c i o u s i n f l u e n c e of t h e S p i r i t o f 
C h r i s t w h i c h filled h i s soul , a n d b r o u g h t 
e v e r y t h o u g h t i n t o s u b j e c t i o n t o t h e o b e d i -
e n c e of C h r i s t . T h e p o w e r of t r u t h a t t e n d -
i n g t h e w o r d p r e a c h e d , w i l l b e a s a v o r of 
l i f e u n t o l i f e , o r of d e a t h u n t o d e a t h . M i n -
i s t e r s a r e r e q u i r e d t o b e l i v i n g e x a m p l e s of 
t h e m i n d a n d S p i r i t of C h r i s t , l i v i n g e p i s -
t l e s , k n o w n a n d r e a d of a l l m e n . 1 t r e m -
b l e w h e n I c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e r e a r e s o m e 
m i n i s t e r s , e v e n a m o n g S e v e n t h - d a y A d -
v e n t i s t s , w h o a r e n o t s a n c t i f i e d b y t h e 
t r u t h s w h i c h t h e y p r e a c h . N o t h i n g l e s s 
t h a n t h e q u i c k a n d p o w e r f u l S p i r i t of G o d 
w o r k i n g i n t h e h e a r t s o f h i s m e s s e n g e r s t o 
g i v e t h e k n o w l e d g e of t h e g l o r y of G o d , 
c a n g a i n f o r t h e m t h e v i c t o r y . 

B i o . 's p r e a c h i n g l i a s n o t b e e n 
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m a r k e d b y t h e s a n c t i o n of G o d ' s S p i r i t . 
H e c o u l d t a l k fluently, a n d cou ld m a k e 
a p o i n t p l a i n ; b u t h i s p r e a c h i n g l a c k e d 
s p i r i t u a l i t y . H i s a p p e a l s h a v e n o t t o u c h e d 
t h e h e a r t w i t h a n e w t e n d e r n e s s . T h e r e 
h a s b e e n a n a r r a y of w o r d s , b u t t h e h e a r t s 
of h i s h e a r e r s h a v e n o t b e e n q u i c k e n e d a n d 
m e l t e d w i t h a s e n s e of a S a v i o u r ' s love . 
S i n n e r s h a v e n o t b e e n c o n v i c t e d a n d d r a w n 
t o C h r i s t b y a s e n s e t h a t " J e s u s of N a z a -
r e t h p a s s e t h b y . " S i n n e r s s h o u l d h a v e a 
c l e a r i m p r e s s i o n g i v e n t h e m of t h e n e a r n e s s 
a n d w i l l i n g n e s s of C h r i s t t o g i v e t h e m 
p r e s e n t s a l v a t i o n . A S a v i o u r s h o u l d b e 
p r e s e n t e d b e f o r e t h e people , w h i l e t h e h e a r t 
of t h e s p e a k e r s h o u l d be s u b d u e d a n d i m -
b u e d w i t h h i s s p i r i t . T h e v e r y t o n e s of 
t h e vo i ce , t h e look , t h e w o r d s , s h o u l d p o s -
sess a n i r r e s i s t i b l e p o w e r t o m o v e t h e 
h e a r t s a n d c o n t r o l t h e m i n d s . J e s u s s h o u l d 
b e f o u n d i n t h e h e a r t of t h e m i n i s t e r . I f 
J e s u s i s i n t h e w o r d s , i n t h e t o n e s of t h e 
vo i ce t h a t i s m e l l o w w i t h h i s t e n d e r love , 
t h i s w i l l p r o v e a b l e s s ing of m o r e v a l u e 
t h a n a l l t h e r iches , p l ea su re s , a n d g l o r i e s of 
t h e e a r t h , f o r s u c h b le s s ings w i l l n o t c o m e 
a n d g o w i t h o u t t h e y a c c o m p l i s h a w o r k . 
C o n v i c t i o n s w i l l b e d e e p e n e d , i m p r e s s i o n s 
w i l l b e m a d e , a n d t h e q u e s t i o n wi l l b e 
r a i s e d , " W h a t s h a l l I d o t o b e s a v e d ?" 

' Unbalanced Minds. 

GOD h a s c o m m i t t e d t o u s e a c h s a c r e d 
t rus t s , f o r w h i c h h e h o l d s u s a c c o u n t a b l e . 
I t i s h i s p u r p o s e t h a t w e so e d u c a t e t h e 
m i n d a s t o e n a b l e u s t o b r i n g i n t o e x e r c i s e 
t h e t a l e n t s h e h a s g i v e n -us i n s u c h a m a n -
n e r a s w i l l a c c o m p l i s h t h e g r e a t e s t good , 
a n d r e f l ec t b a c k t h e g l o r y t o t h e G i v e r . 
W e a r e i n d e b t e d t o G o d f o r a l l t h e q u a l i -
t ies of t h e i n i n d . T h e s e p o w e r s c a n b e 
c u l t i v a t e d , a n d so d i s c r e e t l y d i r e c t e d a n d 
con t ro l l ed a s t o a c c o m p l i s h t h e p u r p o s e 
fo r w h i c h G o d g a v e t h e m . 

I t i s d u t y t o so e d u c a t e t h e m i n d 
as t o b r i n g o u t t h e e n e r g i e s of t h e sou l , 
a n d d e v e l o p e v e i y f a c u l t y , t h a t t h e y m a y 
a c c o m p l i s h t h e p u r p o s e f o r w h i c h t h e y 
w e r e g i v e n . T h e i n t e l l e c t m a y b e s t r e n g t h -
e n e d b y e v e r y f a c u l t y b e i n g e x e r c i s e d 

M a n y a r e n o t d o i n g t h e g r e a t e s t a m o u n t 
of good, b e c a u s e t h e y e x e r c i s e t h e i n t e l -
lect i n one d i r e c t i o n a n d n e g l e c t t o g i v e 
c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n t o t h o s e t h i n g s f o r w h i c h 
t h e y t h i n k t h e y a r e n o t a d a p t e d ; t h e r e - ^ 
fore s o m e f a c u l t i e s t h a t a r e w e a k a r e l y -
i n g d o r m a n t f o r w a n t o f exerc ise , b e c a u s e 
t h e w o r k t h a t s h o u l d ca l l t h e m i n t o e x e r -
cise a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y g i v e t h e m s t r e n g t h , 
is n o t p l e a s a n t t o t h e m . A l l t h e f a c u l t i e s 
s h o u l d b e c u l t i v a t e d . A l l t h e p o w e r s of 
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t h e m i n d s h o u l d b e e x e r c i s e d . P e r c e p t i o n , 
j u d g m e n t , m e m o r y , a n d a l l t h e r e a s o n i n g 
p o w e r s , s h o u l d h a v e e q u a l s t r e n g t h i n o r -
d e r t o h a v e w e l l - b a l a n c e d m i n d s . 

I f c e r t a i n f a c u l t i e s a r e u s e d t o t h e n e g -
l e c t of o t h e r s , t h e d e s i g n of G o d i s n o t 
f u l l y c a r r i e d o u t i n u s ; f o r a l l t h e f a c u l t i e s 
h a v e a b e a r i n g , a n d a r e d e p e n d e n t , i n a 
g r e a t m e a s u r e , u p o n e a c h o t h e r O n e 
c a n n o t b e e f f e c t u a l l y u s e d w i t h o u t t h e o p -
e r a t i o n of a l l t h e o t h e r f a c u l t i e s , t h a t t h e 
b a l a n c e m a y b e c a r e f u l l y p r e s e r v e d . I f a l l 
t h e a t t e n t i o n a n d s t r e n g t h a r e g i v e n t o 
one , w h i l e o t h e r s l i e d o r m a n t , t h e d e v e l o p -
m e n t i s s t r o n g i n t h a t one , a n d w i l l l e a d t o 
e x t r e m e s , b e c a u s e a l l t h e p o w e r s h a v e n o t 
b e e n c u l t i v a t e d . S o m e a r e d w a r f e d , a n d t h e 
i n t e l l e c t i s n o t p r o p e r l y b a l a n c e d . A l l 
m i n d s a r e n o t n a t u r a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d a l i k e . 
W e h a v e v a r i e d m i n d s , a n d s t r o n g p o i n t s 
o f c h a r a c t e r , a n d g r e a t w e a k n e s s e s , u p o n 
s o m e p o i n t s . T h e s e de f i c i ences , so a p p a r -
e n t , n e e d n o t , a n d s h o u l d n o t , e x i s t . I f 
t h o s e w h o p o s s e s s t h e m w o u l d s t r e n g t h e n 
t h e w e a k p o i n t s i n t h e i r c h a r a c t e r , b y cu l -
t i v a t i o n a n d e x e r c i s e , t h e y w o u l d b e c o m e 
s t r o n g . 

I t is a g r e e a b l e , b u t n o t t o t h e g r e a t e s t 
p ro f i t , t o p u t i n t o e x e r c i s e t h e f a c u l t i e s 
w h i c h a r e n a t u r a l l y t h e s t r o n g e s t , w h i l e 
w e n e g l e c t t h o s e t h a t a r e w e a k , t h a t 
n e e d t o b e s t r e n g t h e n e d . T h e f e e b l e s t f ac -

u l t ies s h o u l d h a v e c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n , t h a t 
all t h e p o w e r s of t h e i n t e l l e c t m a y b e n i c e l y 
ba l anced , a n d a l l d o t h e i r p a r t l i k e w e l l -
r e g u l a t e d m a c h i n e r y . 

A l l o u r f a c u l t i e s a r e d e p e n d e n t u p o n 
God f o r t h e i r p r e s e r v a t i o n . C h r i s t i a n s a r e 
u n d e r o b l i g a t i o n t o G o d t o t r a i n t h e m i n d , 
t h a t a l l t h e f a c u l t i e s m a y b e s t r e n g t h e n e d , 
a n d m o r e f u l l y d e v e l o p e d b y c u l t i v a t i o n . 
If w e n e g l e c t t o d o t h i s , o u r f a c u l t i e s w i l l 
n e v e r a c c o m p l i s h t h e p u r p o s e f o r w h i c h 
t h e y w e r e d e s i g n e d . W e h a v e n o r i g h t t o 
n e g l e c t a n y o n e of t h e p o w e r s G o d h a s 
g i v e n u s . W e see m o n o m a n i a c s a l l o v e r 
t h e c o u n t r y . T h e y a r e f r e q u e n t l y s a n e 
u p o n e v e r y s u b j e c t b u t one . T h e r e a s o n 
of t h i s i s , o n e o r g a n of t h e m i n d h a s 
b e e n s p e c i a l l y e x e r c i s e d , w h i l e t h e o t h e r s 
h a v e b e e n p e r m i t t e d t o l i e d o r m a n t . T h e 
one t h a t h a s b e e n i n c o n s t a n t u s e h a s b e -
come w o r n a n d d i s ea sed , a n d t h e m a n i s a 
w r e c k . G o d w a s n o t g l o r i f i e d i n h i s p u r -
s u i n g t h i s cour se . H a d h e e x e r c i s e d a l l 
t h e o r g a n s e q u a l l y , a l l w o u l d h a v e s t r e n g t h -
e n e d i n t o h e a l t h y d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d n o 
one w o u l d h a v e b r o k e n d o w n b e c a u s e a l l 
t h e l a b o r w a s t h r o w n u p o n o n e . 

M i n i s t e r s s h o u l d b e g u a r d e d , t h a t t h e y 
d o n o t t h w a r t t h e p u r p o s e s of G o d b y 
p l a n s of t h e i r o w n . T h e y a r e i n d a n g e r 
of n a r r o w i n g d o w n t h e w o r k of G o d , a n d 
c o n f i n i n g t h e i r l a b o r t o c e r t a i n l oca l i t i e s , 
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a n d n o t c u l t i v a t i n g a spec i a l i n t e r e s t for 
t h e w o r k of G o d g e n e r a l l y , a n d i n a l l i t s 
v a r i o u s d e p a r t m e n t s . T h e r e a r e s o m e w h o 
c o n c e n t r a t e t h e i r m i n d s u p o n one s u b j e c t 
t o t h e e x c l u s i o n of o t h e r s w h i c h m a y b e of 
e q u a l i m p o r t a n c e . T h e y a r e one - idea m e n 
A l l t h e s t r e n g t h of t h e i r b e i n g i s c o n c e n -
t r a t e d u p o n t h e s u b j e c t t h e m i n d is e x e r -
c i sed u p o n f o r t h e t i m e . E v e r y o t h e r c o n -
s i d e r a t i o n i s l o s t s i g h t of. T h e b u r d e n of 
t h e t h o u g h t s , a n d t h e t h e m e of c o n v e r s a -
t i o n i s u p o n t h e one s u b j e c ^ - t h e i r f a v o r -
i t e t h e m e . A l l t h e e v i d e n c e w h i c h h a s a 
b e a r i n g m t h a t d i r e c t i o n i s e a g e r l y s e i z e d 
a n d a p p r o p r i a t e d , a n d d w e l t u p o n a t g r e a t 
l e n g t h , u n t i l m i n d s a r e w e a r i e d i n f o l l o w -
i n g t h e m . 

T i m e is f r e q u e n t l y l o s t i n e x p l a i n i n g 
p o i n t s w h i c h a r e r e a l l y u n i m p o r t a n t , a n d 
w o u l d b e t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d w i t h o u t p r o -
d u c i n g p r o o f ; f o r t h e y a r e s e l f - e v i d e n t . 
But t h e rea l , v i t a l p o i n t s s h o u l d b e m a d e 
a s p l a i n a n d f o r c i b l e as l a n g u a g e a n d 
p r o o f c a n m a k e t h e m . T h e p o w e r t o c o n -
c e n t r a t e t h e m i n d u p o n o n e s u b j e c t t o t h e 
e x c l u s i o n of a l l o t h e r s , is w e l l i n a d e c r e e • 
b u t t h i s f a c u l t y , c o n s t a n t l y c u l t i v a t e d ' 
w e a r s u p o n c e r t a i n o r g a n s t h a t a r e ca l l ed 
i n t o e x e r c i s e t o d o t h i s w o r k , w h i c h w i l l 
t a x t h e m t o o m u c h , a n d t h e r e w i l l b e 
a f a i l u r e i n a c c o m p l i s h i n g t h e g r e a t e s t 
a m o u n t of good . T h e p r i n c i p a l w e a r 

comes u p o n o n e s e t of o r g a n s , w h i l e t h e 
o thers l i e d o r m a n t , a n d t h e m i n d c a n n o t 
be h e a l t h f u l l y exe rc i sed , a n d , i n c o n s e -
quence, l i fe i s s h o r t e n e d . 

Al l t h e f a c u l t i e s s h o u l d b e a r a p a r t of 
t h e l abor , w o r k i n g h a r m o n i o u s l y , e a c h b a l -
a n c i n g t h e o t h e r . T h o s e w h o p u t t h e 
who le s t r e n g t h of t h e i r m i n d s i n t o one s u b -
j ec t a r e g r e a t l y d e f i c i e n t o n o t h e r p o i n t s ; 
for t h e r e a s o n t h a t t h e f a c u l t i e s a r e n o t 
c u l t i v a t e d e q u a l l y . T h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r b e -
fore t h e m e n c h a i n s t h e m , a n d t h e y a r e l e d 
on, a n d on, a n d g o d e e p e r a n d d e e p e r i n t o 
t h e m a t t e r . T h e y see k n o w l e d g e a n d 
l i g h t a s t h e y b e c o m e i n t e r e s t e d a n d a b -
sorbed . B u t t h e r e a r e v e r y f e w m i n d s 
t h a t c a n f o l l o w t h e m , u n l e s s t h e y g i v e t h e -
s u b j e c t t h e d e p t h of t h o u g h t t h e y h a v e 
done. T h e r e i s d a n g e r of s u c h m i n d s 
p l o w i n g , a n d p l a n t i n g t h e s eed of t r u t h , so 
deep t h a t t h e t e n d e r , p r e c i o u s b l a d e w i l l 
n e v e r f i n d t h e su r f ace . 

M u c h h a r d l a b o r i s o f t e n e x p e n d e d t h a t 
is n o t ca l l ed for , a n d t h a t w i l l n e v e r b e a p -
p r e c i a t e d . I f t h o s e w h o h a v e l a r g e c o n -
c e n t r a t i v e n e s s c u l t i v a t e t h i s f a c u l t y t o t h e 
n e g l e c t of o t h e r s , t h e y c a n n o t h a v e w e l l -
p r o p o r t i o n e d m i n d s . T h e y a r e l i k e m a -
c h i n e r y — o n l y o n e s e t of w h e e l s w o r k a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e . W h i l e s o m e w h e e l s a r e 
r u s t i n g f r o m i n a c t i o n , o t h e r s a r e w e a r i n g 
f r o m c o n s t a n t use . M e n w h o c u l t i v a t e 
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o n e or t w o f a c u l t i e s , a n d d o n o t exe rc i s e 
a l l e q u a l l y , c a n n o t a c c o m p l i s h o n e - h a l f t h e 
g o o d i n t h e w o r l d t h a t G o d d e s i g n e d t h e y 
s h o u l d . T h e y a r e o n e - s i d e d m e n — o n l y 
h a l f t h e p o w e r s G o d h a s g i v e n t h e m is p u t 
t o use, w h i l e t h e o t h e r h a l f i s r u s t i n g w i t h 
i n a c t i o n . 

I f t h i s c l a s s of m i n d s h a v e a s p e c i a l 
w o r k , r e q u i r i n g t h o u g h t , t h e y s h o u l d n o t 
e x e r c i s e a l l t h e i r p o w e r s u p o n o n e b r a n c h , 
to t h e e x c l u s i o n of e v e r y o t h e r i n t e r e s t , 
W h i l e t h e y m a k e t h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r b e -
f o r e t h e m t h e i r p r i n c i p a l b u s i n e s s , o t h e r 
b r a n c h e s of t h e w o r k s h o u l d h a v e a p o r t i o n 
of t h e i r t i m e , w h i c h w o u l d b e m u c h b e t t e r 
f o r t h e m s e l v e s , a n d f o r t h e c a u s e g e n e r a l l y . 
O n e b r a n c h o f t h e w o r k s h o u l d n o t h a v e 
e x c l u s i v e a t t e n t i o n , t o t h e n e g l e c t o f a l l 
o t h e r s . I n t h e i r w r i t i n g s , s o m e n e e d t o be 
c o n s t a n t l y g u a r d e d , t h a t t h e y d o n o t m a k e 
p o i n t s b l i n d t h a t a r e p l a i n , b y c o v e r i n g 
t h e m u p w i t h m a n y a r g u m e n t s , w h i c h w i l l 
n o t h a v e a l i v e l y i n t e r e s t t o t h e r e a d e r . 
I f t h e y l i n g e r t e d i o u s l y u p o n p o i n t s , g i v i n g 
e v e r y p a r t i c u l a r w h i c h s u g g e s t s i t s e l f t o 
t h e m i n d , t h e i r l a b o r i s n e a r l y los t . T h e 
i n t e r e s t of t h e r e a d e r w i l l n o t b e d e e p 
e n o u g h t o p u r s u e t h e s u b j e c t t o i t s close. 
T h e m o s t e s s e n t i a l p o i n t s of t r u t h m a y be 
m a d e i n d i s t i n c t b y g i v i n g a t t e n t i o n t o e v -
e r y m i n u t e p o i n t . M u c h g r o u n d i s cov-
e r e d ; b u t t h e w o r k u p o n w h i c h so m u c h 
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l abor i s e x p e n d e d i s n o t c a l c u l a t e d t o d o 
t h e g r e a t e s t a m o u n t of g o o d , b y a w a k e n i n g 
a g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t . 

I n t h i s a g e , w h e n p l e a s i n g f a b l e s a r e 
d r i f t i n g u p o n t h e s u r f a c e a n d a t t r a c t i n g 
t h e m i n d , t r u t h p r e s e n t e d i n a n e a s y s t y l e , 
b a c k e d u p w i t h a f e w s t r o n g p r o o f s , i s b e t -
t e r t h a n t o s e a r c h , a n d b r i n g f o r t h a n o v e r -
w h e l m i n g a r r a y of e v i d e n c e s ; f o r t h e p o i n t 
t h e n i s n o t s t a n d i n g so d i s t i n c t i n m a n y 
m i n d s a s b e f o r e t h e o b j e c t i o n s a n d ev i -
d e n c e s w e r e b r o u g h t b e f o r e t h e m . I n 
m a n y m i n d s , a s s e r t i o n s w i l l go f a r t h e r t h a n 
l o n g a r g u m e n t s i n p r o o f . M a n y t h i n g s 
m a y b e t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d . P r o o f d o e s n o t 
h e l p t h e c a s e i n s o m e m i n d s . 

O u r m o s t b i t t e r o p p o n e n t s a r e f o u n d 
a m o n g t h e f i r s t - d a y A d v e n t i s t s . T h e y d o 
n o t e n g a g e i n t h e w a r f a r e h o n o r a b l y . T h e y 
w i l l p u r s u e a n y course , h o w e v e r u n r e a s o n -
ab le a n d i n c o n s i s t e n t , t o c o v e r u p t h e t r u t h , 
a n d t r y t o m a k e i t a p p e a r t h a t t h e l a w of 
G o d i s of n o f o r c e . A n d t h e y flatter t h e m -
se lves t h a t t h e e n d w i l l j u s t i f y t h e m e a n s . 
M e n of t h e i r o w n n u m b e r , i n w h o m t h e y 
do n o t h a v e c o n f i d e n c e , w i l l c o m m e n c e a 
t i r a d e a g a i n s t t h e S a b b a t h of t h e f o u r t h 
c o m m a n d m e n t , a n d t h e y w i l l g i v e p u b l i c -
i t y t o t h e i r s t a t e m e n t s , h o w e v e r u n t r u e , a n d 
u n j u s t , a n d e v e n ridiculous, i f t h e y c a n 
m a k e t h e m b e a r a g a i n s t t h e t r u t h w h i c h 
t h e y h a t e . 
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W e s h o u l d n o t b e m o v e d , o r d i s c o n c e r t e d , 
b y t h i s u n j u s t w a r f a r e f r o m u n r e a s o n a b l e ' 
m e n . T h o s e w h o w i l l r e c e i v e , a n d b e 
p l e a s e d w i t h , w h a t t h e s e m e n m a y s p e a k 
a n d w r i t e a g a i n s t t h e t r u t h , a r e n o t t h e 
o n e s t o b e c o n v i n c e d of t h e t r u t h , o r t h a t 
w o u l d h o n o r t h e c a u s e of G o d i f t h e y 
s h o u l d a c c e p t t h e t r u t h . 

T i m e a n d s t r e n g t h c a n b e b e t t e r e m -
p l o y e d t h a n t o d w e l l a t l e n g t h u p o n t h e 
q u i b b l e s of o u r o p p o n e n t s w h o d e a l i n 
s l a n d e r a n d m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s . W h i l e 
p r e c i o u s t i m e i s e m p l o y e d i n f o l l o w i n g t h e 
c r o o k s a n d t u r n s of d i s h o n e s t o p p o n e n t s , 
t h e p e o p l e w h o a r e o p e n t o c o n v i c t i o n a r e 
d y i n g f o r w a n t of k n o w l e d g e . A t r a i n of 
s e n s e l e s s q u i b b l e s a r e b r o u g h t b e f o r e m i n d s , 
w h i c h a r e of S a t a n ' s o w n i n v e n t i o n , w h i l e 
t h e p e o p l e a r e c r y i n g f o r f o o d — m e a t i n 
d u e s e a s o n . 

I t t a k e s t h o s e w h o h a v e t r a i n e d t h e i r 
m i n d s t o w a r a g a i n s t t h e t r u t h t o m a n u -
f a c t u r e q u i b b l e s . A n d w e a r e n o t w i s e 
t o t a k e t h e m f r o m t h e i r h a n d s , a n d h a n d 
t h e m o u t t o t h o u s a n d s w h o w o u l d n e v e r 
h a v e t h o u g h t of t h e m h a d w e n o t p u b l i s h e d 
t h e m t o t h e w o r l d . T h i s i s w h a t t h e y w a n t 
t o h a v e d o n e , t o b e b r o u g h t t o n o t i c e , a n d 
w e p u b l i s h f o r t h e m . T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e 
o f s o m e . T h i s i s t h e i r m a i n o b j e c t i n w r i t -
i n g o u t t h e i r f a l s e h o o d s , a n d m i s r e p r e s e n t -
i n g t h e t r u t h a n d t h e c h a r a c t e r s of t h o s e 
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w h o l o v e a n d a d v o c a t e t h e t r u t h . T h e y w i l l 
die o u t m o r e s p e e d i l y t o b e l e f t u n n o t i c e d , 
t r e a t i n g t h e i r f a l s e h o o d s a n d e r r o r a w i t h Si-
l e n t c o n t e m p t . T h e y d o n o t w a n t t o b e 
le t a l o n e . O p p o s i t i o n i s t h e e l e m e n t t h a t 
t h e y l ove . I f i t w a s n o t f o r t h i s , t h e y 
w o u l d h a v e b u t l i t t l e i n f l u e n c e . 

T h e first-day A d v e n t i s t s a r e a c lass t h a t 
a r e t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t t o r e a c h . T h e y w i l l 
g e n e r a l l y r e j e c t t h e t r u t h , a s d i d t h e J e w s . , 
W e s h o u l d , a s f a r a s pos s ib l e , g o f o r w a r d 
a s t h o u g h t h e r e w a s n o t s u c h a p e o p l e i n 
e x i s t e n c e . T h e y a r e t h e e l e m e n t s of c o n -
f u s i o n , a n d i m m o r a l i t i e s e x i s t a m o n g t h e m 
t o a f e a r f u l e x t e n t . I t w o u l d b e t h e g r e a t -
e s t c a l a m i t y t o h a v e m a n y of t h e i r n u m -
b e r e m b r a c e t h e t r u t h . T h e y w o u l d h a v e 
t o u n l e a r n e v e r y t h i n g , a n d l e a r n a n e w , o r 
t h e y w o u l d c a u s e u s g r e a t t r o u b l e . T h e r e 
a r e o c c a s i o n s w h e r e t h e i r g l a r i n g m i s r e p -
r e s e n t a t i o n s w i l l h a v e t o b e m e t . W h e n 
t h i s i s t h e case , i t s h o u l d b e d o n e p r o m p t l y , 
a n d b r i e f l y , a n d w e s h o u l d t h e n p a s s o n t o 
o u r w o r k . T h e p l a n of C h r i s t ' s t e a c h i n g 
s h o u l d b e o u r s . H e w a s p l a i n a n d s i m p l e , 
s t r i k i n g d i r e c t l y a t t h e r o o t of t h e m a t t e r , 
a n d t h e m i n d s of a l l w e r e m e t . 

A n d i t i s n o t t h e b e s t p o l i c y t o b e so v e r y 
e x p l i c i t , a n d s a y a l l u p o n a p o i n t t h a t c a n 
b e s a i d , w h e n a f e w a r g u m e n t s w i l l c o v e r 
t h e g r o u n d a n d b e s u f f i c i e n t f o r a l l p r a c -
t ical p u r p o s e s i n c o n v i n c i n g o r s i l e n c i n g 
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o p p o n e n t s . Y o u m a y r e m o v e e v e r y p r o p 
t o - d a y , a n d c l o s e t h e m o u t h s of o b j e c t o r s 
so t h a t t h e y c a n s a y n o t h i n g , a n d t o - m o r -
r o w t h e y w i l l g o o v e r t h e s a m e g r o u n d 
a g a i n . T h u s i t w i l l be , o v e r a n d ove r , b e -
c a u s e t h e y d o n o t l o v e t h e l i g h t , a n d w i l l 
n o t c o m e t o t h e l i g h t l e s t t h e i r d a r k n e s s 
a n d e r r o r s h o u l d b e r e m o v e d f r o m t h e m . 
I t i s a b e t t e r p l a n t o k e e p a r e s e r v e of a r -
g u m e n t s a n d r e a s o n s t h a n t o p o u r o u t a 
d e p t h of k n o w l e d g e u p o n a s u b j e c t w h i c h 
w o u l d b e t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d w i t h o u t l a b o r e d 
a r g u m e n t . C h r i s t ' s m i n i s t r y l a s t e d o n l y 
t h r e e y e a r s , a n d a g r e a t w o r k w a s d o n e i n 
t h a t s h o r t p e r i o d . I n t h e s e l a s t d a y s , t h e r e 
i s a g r e a t w o r k t o b e d o n e i n a s h o r t t i m e . 
W h i l e m a n y a r e g e t t i n g r e a d y t o d o s o m e -
t h i n g , souls w i l l p e r i s h f o r t h e l i g h t a n d 
k n o w l e d g e . 

I f m e n w h o a r e e n g a g e d i n p r e s e n t i n g 
a n d d e f e n d i n g t h e t r u t h o f t h e B ib le , u n d e r -
t a k e t o i n v e s t i g a t e a n d s h o w t h e f a l l a c y 
a n d i n c o n s i s t e n c y of m e n w h o d i s h o n e s t l y 
t u r n t h e t r u t h of G o d i n t o a l ie, S a t a n 
w i l l s t i r u p o p p o n e n t s e n o u g h t o k e e p t h e i r 
p e n s c o n s t a n t l y e m p l o y e d , w h i l e o t h e r 
b r a n c h e s of t h e w o r k a r e l e f t t o s u f f e r . 

W e m u s t h a v e m o r e of t h e s p i r i t of 
t h o s e m e n w h o w e r e e n g a g e d i n b u i l d i n g 
t h e w a l l s of J e r u s a l e m , w h o sa id , " W e a r e 
d o i n g a g r e a t w o r k , a n d w e c a n n o t c o m e 
d o w n . " I f S a t a n sees h e c a n k e e p m e n ' s 

vo ices s i l e n t f r o m t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t w o r k 
for t h e p r e s e n t t i m e i n a n s w e r i n g o b j e c -
t i o n s of o p p o n e n t s , h i s o b j e c t i s a c c o m -
p l i s h e d . 

T h e S a b b a t h H i s t o r y h a s b e e n k e p t 
f r o m t h e p e o p l e t o o l o n g . T h e y n e e d t h i s 
p r e c i o u s w o r k , e v e n if t h e y do n o t h a v e i t 
in a l l i t s p e r f e c t i o n s . I t n e v e r c a n b e p r e -
p a r e d i n a m a n n e r t o f u l l y s i l e n c e u n r e a s o n -
ab l e o p p o n e n t s , w h o a r e u n s t a b l e , a n d w h o 
w r e s t t h e S c r i p t u r e s u n t o t h e i r o w n d e -
s t r u c t i o n . 

T h i s i s a b u s y w o r l d . M e n a n d w o m e n , 
as t h e y e n g a g e i n t h e b u s i n e s s of l i fe , h a v e 
n o t t i m e t o m e d i t a t e , a n d r e a d e v e n t h e 
w o r d of G o d e n o u g h t o u n d e r s t a n d a l l i t s 
i m p o r t a n t t r u t h s . A n d l o n g - l a b o r e d a r g u -
m e n t s w i l l i n t e r e s t b u t a f e w . F o r a s t h e 
p e o p l e r u n , t h e y h a v e t o r e a d . Y o u c a n 
n o m o r e r e m o v e t h e o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e S a b -
b a t h c o m m a n d m e n t f r o m t h e m i n d s of t h e 
first-day A d v e n t i s t s , t h a n t h e S a v i o u r of 
t h e w o r l d c o u l d , b y h i s g r e a t p o w e r a n d 
m i r a c l e s , c o n v i n c e t h e J e w s t h a t h e w a s 
t h e M e s s i a h a f t e r t h e y h a d o n c e s e t t h e m -
se lves t o r e j e c t h i m . L i k e t h e o b s t i n a t e , 
u n b e l i e v i n g J e w s , t h e y h a v e c h o s e n d a r k -
nes s r a t h e r t h a n l i g h t , a n d s h o u l d a n a n g e l 
d i r e c t f r o m t h e c o u r t s of H e a v e n s p e a k t o 
t h e m , t h e y w o u l d s a y i t w a s S a t a n . 

T h e w o r l d n e e d s l a b o r n o w . C a l l s a r e 
c o m i n g i n f r o m e v e r y d i r e c t i o n l i k e t h e 



M a c e d o n i a n c ry , " C o m e o v e r a n d h e l p 
us . " P l a i n , p o i n t e d a r g u m e n t s , s t a n d i n g 
o u t a s m i l e pos t s , w i l l d o m o r e i n c o n v i n c -
i n g m i n d s g e n e r a l l y t h a n a l a r g e a r r a y of 
a r g u m e n t , c o v e r i n g a g r e a t d e a l of g r o u n d , 
t h a t n o n e b u t i n v e s t i g a t i n g m i n d s w i l l 
h a v e i n t e r e s t t o fo l low. 

T h e S a b b a t h H i s t o r y s h o u l d b e g i v e n t o 
t h e p e o p l e . W h i l e one e d i t i o n is c i r c u l a t -
i ng , a n d t h e p e o p l e a r e b e i n g b e n e f i t e d b y 
i t , g r e a t e r i m p r o v e m e n t s m a y b e m a d e u n -
t i l a l l h a s b e e n d o n e poss ib le t o b r i n g i t t o 
p e r f e c t i o n . O u r success w i l l b e i n r e a c h -
i n g c o m m o n m i n d s . T h o s e w h o h a v e t a l -
e n t a n d p o s i t i o n a r e so e x a l t e d a b o v e t h e 
s i m p l i c i t y of t h e w o r k , a n d so w e l l s a t i s -
fied w i t h t h e m s e l v e s , t h a t t h e y fee l n o n e e d 
of t h e t r u t h . T h e y a r e e x a c t l y w h e r e t h e 
J e w s w e r e , s e l f - r i gh t eous , se l f - su f f i c ien t . 
T h e y a r e w h o l e , a n d h a v e n o n e e d of t h e 
p h y s i c i a n . 

Epistle umber One. 

Bro . , Dec . 10, 1871, I w a s s h o w n 
t h a t y o u a n d y o u r s i s t e r s w e r e i n a v e r y 
d a n g e r o u s cond i t i on , a n d t h a t w h i c h m a k e s 
y o u r s t a t e t h e m o r e d a n g e r o u s , is, t h a t 
y o u d o n o t r ea l i ze y o u r t r u e s t a t e . I 
s a w y o u e n v e l o p e d i n d a r k n e s s . T h i * 
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d a r k n e s s h a s n o t s e t t l e d u p o n y o u s u d -
den ly . Y o u c o m m e n c e d t o e n t e r t h e m i s t 
of d a r k n e s s g r a d u a l l y , a n d a l m o s t i m p e r -
cep t ib ly , u n t i l t h e d a r k n e s s i s a s l i g h t t o 
you , y e t t h e c l o u d i s b e c o m i n g m o r e d e n s e 
e v e r y d a y . I s aw , n o w a n d t h e n , a g l e a m -
i n g of l i g h t s e p a r a t i n g t h e d a r k n e s s f r o m 
y o u ; t h e n a g a i n i t w o u l d close a b o u t y o u , 
firmer a n d m o r e d e n s e t h a n b e f o r e . 

Y o u r s i n g i n g schools h a v e e v e r b e e n a 
sna re t o y o u . N e i t h e r y o u , n o r y o u r sis-
ters , h a v e a d e p t h of e x p e r i e n c e t h a t w i l l 
e n a b l e y o u t o a s soc ia t e w i t h t h e i n f l u e n c e s 
y o u a r e b r o u g h t i n c o n t a c t w i t h i n y o u r 
s i n g i n g schools w i t h o u t b e i n g a f f ec t ed . I t 
w o u l d t a k e s t r o n g e r m i n d s , w i t h g r e a t e r 
dec i s ion of c h a r a c t e r t h a n y o u t h r e e pos -
sess, t o b e b r o u g h t i n t o t h e s o c i e t y y o u a re , 
a n d n o t b e a f f ec t ed . L i s t e n t o t h e w o r d s 
of C h r i s t : " Y e a r e t h e l i g h t of t h e w o r l d . 
A c i t y t h a t i s s e t o n a h i l l c a m i o t b e h i d . 
N e i t h e r d o m e n l i g h t a c and l e , a n d p u t i t 
u n d e r a b u s h e l , b u t o n a c a n d l e s t i c k ; a n d 
i t g i v e t h l i g h t u n t o a l l t h a t a r e i n t h e 
house . L e t y o u r l i g h t so s h i n e b e f o r e m e n , 
t h a t t h e y m a y see y o u r good w o r k s , a n d 
g l o r i f y y o u r F a t h e r w h i c h i s i n H e a v e n . " 
H a v e y o u r e x a m p l e a n d i n f l u e n c e b e e n of 
t h a t p o s i t i v e c h a r a c t e r t h a t h a s i m p r e s s e d 
a n d c o n v i c t e d y o u r a s s o c i a t e s ? I t h i n k 
no t . Y o u h a v e b e e n i n j u r e d . D a r k n e s s 
h a s s e t t l e d u p o n y o u , a n d d i m m e d y o u r 
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l i g h t ; a n d y o u r l i g h t h a s n o t b u r n e d w i t h 
t h a t l u s t e r t o d i s p e l t h e d a r k n e s s a b o u t 
o t h e r s . Y o u h a v e b e e n s e p a r a t i n g f a r t h e r 
a n d f a r t h e r f r o m G o d . . Y o u , m y b r o t h e r , 
h a v e b u t a f a i n t s e n s e of w h a t y o u h a v e 
b e e n do ing . 

Y o u h a v e b e e n s t a n d i n g d i r e c t l y i n t h e 
w a y of y o u r s i s t e r s ' a d v a n c e m e n t i n t h e 
d i v i n e life. Y o u r s i s t e r s , m o r e e s p e c i a l l y 

, h a v e b e e n e n t a n g l e d w i t h t h e b e -
w i t c h i n g , S a t a n i c w i l e s of s p i r i t u a l i s m , a n d 
if s h e rids h e r s e l f of t h i s u n h o l y s l i m e of 
S a t a n , w h i c h h a s p e r v e r t e d h e r s e n s e of 
e t e r n a l t h i n g s , s h e w i l l h a v e t o m a k e a 
m i g h t y e f fo r t . I t w i l l b e b u t a h a i r ' s 
b r e a d t h e scape . Y o u h a v e b e e n b l i n d e d , 
d e c e i v e d , a n d e n c h a n t e d , y o u r s e l f . Y o u d o 
n o t see y o u r s e l f . Y o u a r e a l l t h r e e of y o u 
v e r y w e a k , w h e n y o u m i g h t b e s t r o n g i n 
t h e p r ec ious , s a v i n g t r u t h , s t r e n g t h e n e d , 
s t a b l i s h e d , a n d s e t t l e d u p o n t h e r o c k C h r i s t 
J e s u s . I f ee l d e e p l y . I t r e m b l e f o r y o u . 
I s ee t e m p t a t i o n s o n e v e r y h a n d , a n d y o u 
w i t h so l i t t l e p o w e r a n d s t r e n g t h t o r e s i s t 
t h e m . 

B r o . , I w a s s h o w n y o u i n f a t u a t e d 
a n d d e c e i v e d a s t o y o u r m o t i v e s a n d r e a l 
p u r p o s e s of y o u r h e a r t . I s a w y o u i n t h e 
s o c i e t y of B r o . -'s d a u g h t e r . S h e 
h a s n e v e r y i e l d e d h e r h e a r t t o C h r i s t . I 
w a s s h o w n h e r a f f e c t e d a n d c o n v i c t e d . 
B u t y o u r c o u r s e w a s n o t o f t h a t c h a r a c t e r 
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to d e e p e n c o n v i c t i o n , o r t o g i v e h e r t h e i m -
p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e r e w a s s p e c i a l i m p o r t a n c e 
a t t a c h e d t o t h e s e m a t t e r s . Y o u p r o f e s s t o 
h o l d s a c r e d t h e s a l v a t i o n of t h e soul , a n d 
t h e p r e s e n t t r u t h . S h e d o e s n o t r e s p e c t 
t h e S a b b a t h f r o m p r i n c i p l e . S h e l o v e s t h e 
v a n i t y of t h e w o r l d . S h e e n j o y s t h e p r i d e 
a n d a m u s e m e n t s of l i fe . B u t y o u h a v e 
b e e n d e p a r t i n g so g r a d u a l l y f r o m G o d a n d 
f r o m t h e l i g h t , t h a t y o u d o n o t s ee t h e 
s e p a r a t i o n w h i c h t h e t r u t h , n e c e s s a r i l y 
b r i n g s b e t w e e n t h o s e w h o l o v e G o d a n d 
t h e l o v e r s of p l e a s u r e m o r e t h a n l o v e r s of 
God . I s a w y o u w e r e a t t r a c t e d t o h e r so-
c i e t y . R e l i g i o u s m e e t i n g s a n d s a c r e d d u -
t i e s ' a r e of m i n o r i m p o r t a n c e , w h i l e t h e 
p r e s e n c e of a m e r e c h i l d , w i t h o u t a n y 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e t r u t h o r of h e a v e n l y 
t h i n g s , f a s c i n a t e s y o u . Y o u h a v e o v e r -
l o o k e d s e l f - d e n i a l a n d t h e cross, w h i c h l ie 
d i r e c t l y i n t h e p a t h w a y of e v e r y d i s c i p l e 
of C h r i s t . 

I w a s s h o w n t h a t i f y o u h a d b e e n w a l k -
i n g i n t h e l i g h t , y o u w o u l d h a v e t a k e n 
y o u r p o s i t i o n d e c i d e d l y f o r t h e t r u t h . A n d 
y o u r e x a m p l e w o u l d h a v e s h o w n t h a t y o u 
c o n s i d e r e d t h e t r u t h y o u p r o f e s s of t h a t 
i m p o r t a n c e t h a t y o u r a f f e c t i o n s a n d h e a r t 
c o u l d g o o n l y w h e r e t h e i m a g e of C h r i s t 
w a s d i s c e r n i b l e . C h r i s t n o w s a y s t o y o u , 

, W h i c h w i l l y o u h a v e , m e , o r t h e 
w o r l d ? H e r e i s y o u r d e c i s i o n t o b e m a d e . 
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W i l l y o u f o l l o w t h e p r o m p t i n g s of t h e u n -
s a n c t i f i e d h e a r t ? t u r n a w a y f r o m s e l f - d e -
n i a l f o r C h r i s t ' s s a k e ? s t e p o v e r t h e c ros s 
w i t h o u t l i f t i n g i t ? o r w i l l y o u l i f t t h a t 

. c ross , h e a v y t h o u g h i t m a y b e , a n d m a k e 
s o m e sac r i f i c e f o r t h e t r u t h ' s s a k e ? M a y 
G o d h e l p y o u t o s ee w h e r e y o u a re , t h a t 
y o u m a y p l a c e a t r u e e s t i m a t e u p o n e t e r -
n a l t h i n g s . Y o u n o w h a v e so l i t t l e s p i r i t -
u a l e y e s i g h t t h a t t h e h o l y a n d s a c r e d a r e 
p l a c e d u p o n a l e v e l w i t h t h e c o m m o n . 
Y o u h a v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Y o u r i n f l u e n c e 
a f f e c t s t o a g r e a t e x t e n t y o u r s i s t e r s . Y o u r 
o n l y s a f e t y i s s e p a r a t i o n f r o m t h e w o r l d . 

I w a s s h o w n y o u , , t a k i n g t h e y o u n g 
w i t h y o u t o s c e n e s o f a m u s e m e n t a t t h e 
t i m e of a r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t , a n d a l so e n g a g -
i n g i n s i n g i n g s c h o o l s w i t h w o r l d l i n g s w h o 
a r e a l l d a r k n e s s , a n d w h o h a v e evil a n g e l s 
a l l a r o u n d t h e m . H o w w o u l d y o u r f eeb l e , 
d i m l i g h t a p p e a r a m i d t h i s d a r k n e s s a n d 
t e m p t a t i o n ? A n g e l s of G o d d o n o t a t t e n d 
y o u u p o n t h e s e occas ions . Y o u a r e l e f t t o g o 
i n y o u r o w n s t r e n g t h . S a t a n i s w e l l p l e a s -
e d w i t h y o u r p o s i t i o n , f o r h e c a n m a k e y o u 
m o r e e f f i c i e n t i n h i s s e r v i c e t h a n if y o u d i d 
n o t p r o f e s s t o b e a C h r i s t i a n , k e e p i n g a l l t h e 
c o m m a n d m e n t s of G o d . T h e T r u e W i t n e s s 
a d d r e s s e s t h e L a o d i c e a n c h u r c h , " I k n o w 
t h y w o r k s , t h a t t h o u a r t n e i t h e r co ld n o r 
h o t : I w o u l d t h a t t h o u w e r t co ld o r h o t . 
S o t h e n , b e c a u s e t h o u a r t l u k e w a r m , a n d 
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n e i t h e r c o l d n o r h o t , I w i l l s p u e t h e e o u t o f 
m y m o u t h : B e c a u s e t h o u s a y e s t , I a m 
rich, a n d i n c r e a s e d w i t h g o o d s , a n d h a v e 
n e e d of n o t h i n g ; a n d k n o w e s t n o t t h a t t h o u 
a r t w r e t c h e d , a n d m i s e r a b l e , a n d p o o r , a n d 
b l ind , a n d n a k e d : I c o u n s e l t h e e t o b u y 
of m e g o l d t r i e d i n t h e fire, t h a t t h o u m a y -
es t b e r i c h ; a n d w h i t e r a i m e n t , t h a t t h o u 
m a y e s t b e c l o t h e d , a n d t h a t t h e s h a m e of 
t h y n a k e d n e s s d o n o t a p p e a r ; a n d a n o i n t 
t h i n e e y e s w i t h e y e - s a l v e , t h a t t h o u m a y -
e s t see. A s m a n y a s I l ove , I r e b u k e a n d 
c h a s t e n : b e z e a l o u s , t h e r e f o r e , a n d r e p e n t . " 

Y o u a r e b l i n d e d a n d i n f a t u a t e d . Y o u 
h a v e f e l t s t r o n g w h e n y o u w e r e w e a k n e s s 
i tself . Y o u c a n b e s t r o n g i n t h e M i g h t y 
One . Y o u c a n b e a n i n s t r u m e n t of right-
eousnes s , i f y o u a r e w i l l i n g t o s u f f e r f o r 
C h r i s t ' s s a k e ' Y o u a n d y o u r s i s t e r s m a y 
r e d e e m t h e t i m e i f y o u w i l l . B u t i t w i l l 
cos t a n e f f o r t . Y o u r y o u n g e r s i s t e r i s l i n k -
e d t o o n e w h o i s n o t w o r t h y of h e r a f f e c -
t ions . T h e r e a r e s e r i o u s d e f e c t s i n h i s 
c h a r a c t e r . H e h a s n o t r e v e r e n c e f o r s a c r e d 
a n d h o l y t h i n g s . H i s h e a r t h a s n o t b e e n 
c h a n g e d b y t h e S p i r i t of G o d . H e i s s e l f -
i sh , b o a s t f u l , l o v i n g p l e a s u r e m o r e t h a n d u -
t y . H e h a s n o e x p e r e i n c e i n s e l f - d e n i a l 
a n d h u m i l i a t i o n . I n c h o o s i n g f r i e n d s h i p , 
t h e r e s h o u l d b e g r e a t c a u t i o n t h a t a n i n t i -
m a c y i s n o t c o n t r a c t e d w i t h o n e w h o s e e x -
a m p l e i t w o u l d n o t b e s a f e t o i m i t a t e , f o r 
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t h e effect of s u c h a n i n t i m a c y is t o l e a d 
a w a y f r o m God, f r o m d e v o t i o n , a n d t h e l o v e 
of t h e t r u t h . I t i s p o s i t i v e l y d a n g e r o u s f o r 
y o u t o be i n t i m a t e w i t h f r i e n d s w h o h a v e 
n o t a r e l ig ious e x p e r i e n c e . I f e i t h e r of 
y o u , or a l l t h r e e of y o u , f o l l o w t h e l e a d i n g s 
of G o d ' s S p i r i t , o r v a l u e y o u r soul ' s s a l v a -
t i o n , y o u wi l l n o t choose a s y o u r p a r t i c u l a r 
a n d i n t i m a t e f r i e n d s t h o s e w h o d o n o t 
m a i n t a i n a s e r i o u s r e g a r d €01- r e l i g i o u s 
t h i n g s , a n d w h o d o n o t l i v e u n d e r i t s p r a c -
t i c a l in f luence . E t e r n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
s h o u l d come f i r s t w i t h y o u . N o t h i n g c a n 
h a v e a more s u b t l e a n d p o s i t i v e l y d a n g e r -
ous in f luence u p o n t h e m i n d , a n d s e rve t o 
b a n i s h se r ious i m p r e s s i o n s , a n d c o n v i c t i o n s 
of t h e S p i r i t of G o d , t h a n t o assoc ia te w i t h 
t h o s e w h o a r e v a i n a n d care less , a n d w h o s e 
c o n v e r s a t i o n i s u p o n t h e w o r l d a n d v a n i t y . 
T h e m o r e e n g a g i n g t h e s e p e r s o n s m a y b e 
i n o t h e r respec t s , t h e m o r e d a n g e r o u s is t h e i r 
i n f l u e n c e a s c o m p a n i o n s , b e c a u s e t h e y 
w o u l d t h r o w a r o u n d a n i r r e l ig ious l i fe so 
m a n y p l e a s i n g a t t r a c t i o n s . 

G o d h a s c l a i m s u p o n a l l t h r e e of y o u , 
w h i c h y o u c a n n o t l i g h t l y t h r o w a s ide . 
J e s u s h a s b o u g h t y o u w i t h t h e p r i ce of h i s 
o w n blood. " Y e a r e n o t y o u r o w n , f o r y e 
a r e b o u g h t w i t h a p r i c e ; t h e r e f o r e g l o r i f y 
G o d i n y o u r b o d y , a n d i n y o u r sp i r i t , w h i c h 
a r e G o d ' s . " H a v e y o u n o sacr i f ice t o m a k e 
f o r God ? G r e a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s s t a n d i n 
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the pa s sages of y o u r e v e r y - d a y l i fe . Y o u r 
record is d a i l y p a s s i n g u p t o God. G r e a t 
dangers lie h i d d e n i n y o u r p a t h w a y . I f I 
could, I w o u l d t a k e y o u i n m y a r m s a n d 
bear y o u s a f e l y o v e r t h e m ; b u t t h i s I a m 
no t p e r m i t t e d ' t o do . Y o u r a r e i n t h e m o s t 
cri t ical p e r i o d of y o u r l i f e -h i s to ry . I f y o u 
arouse a n d d i r e c t t h e e n e r g i e s of t h e s o u l 
a f t e r t h i n g s of e t e r n a l i n t e r e s t , a n d if y o u 
m a k e e v e r y t h i n g s u b o r d i n a t e t o t h i s , y o u 
will m a k e a succes s of p e r f e c t i n g C h r i s t i a n 
charac te rs . Y o u m a y a l l e n g a g e i n t h e 
s p i r i t u a l w a r f a r e a g a i n s t b e s e t t i n g s ins , a n d 
you m a y , t h r o u g h C h r i s t , c o m e off v i c t o r s . < 
B u t t h i s i s n o ch i l d ' s p l a y . I t i s a s t e r n 
w a r f a r e , i n v o l v i n g s e l f -den i a l a n d cross-
bea r ing . Y o u r d a n g e r s a r e t h a t y o u w i l l 
n o t f u l l y r e a l i z e y o u r b a c k s l i d i n g s a n d 
y o u r p e r i l o u s c o n d i t i o n . U n l e s s y o u v i e w 
life a s i t is, c a s t a s i d e y o u r b r i l l i a n t f a n c i e s 
of i m a g i n a t i o n , a n d come d o w n t o t h e s o b e r 
lessons of e x p e r i e n c e , y o u Avill a w a k e w h e n 
i t is t o o l a t e . Y o u w i l l t h e n r ea l i z e t h e 
t e r r i b l e m i s t a k e y o u h a v e m a d e . 

Y o u r e d u c a t i o n h a s n o t b e e n of t h a t k i n d 
t o f o r m sol id, s u b s t a n t i a l c h a r a c t e r s , t h e r e -
fore y o u h a v e t h i s e d u c a t i o n t o o b t a i n n o w , 
w h i c h y o u s h o u l d h a v e h a d y e a r s ago . 
Y o u r m o t h e r w a s t o o f o n d of y o u . A 
m o t h e r c a n n o t l o v e h e r c h i l d r e n t o o w e l l , 
b u t s h e m a y l o v e u n w i s e l y , a n d a l l o w h e r 
a f fec t ion t o b l i n d h e r t o t h e i r b e s t i n t e r e s t . 
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Y o u h a v e h a d a n i n d u l g e n t , t e n d e r m o t h e r . 
S h e h a s s h i e l d e d h e r c h i l d r e n t o o m u c h . 
S h e h a s t a k e n t h e b u r d e n s of l i f e w h i c h 
h a v e n e a r l y c r u s h e d o u t h e r l i fe , w h i l e h e r 
c h i l d r e n s h o u l d h a v e t a k e n t h e m . T h e y 
c o u l d h a v e b o r n e t h e m b e t t e r t h a n she . 

T h e d e f i c i e n c i e s i n y o u r c h a r a c t e r s of 
f i r m n e s s a n d s e l f - d e n i a l i s a s e r i o u s d r a w -
b a c k i n o b t a i n i n g a g e n u i n e r e l i g i o u s e x p e -
r i e n c e t h a t w i l l n o t b e s l i d i n g sancl. F i r m -
n e s s , a n d i n t e g r i t y of p u r p o s e , s h o u l d b e 
c u l t i v a t e d . T h e s e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a r e p o s i -
t i v e l y n e c e s s a r y f o r a s u c c e s s f u l C h r i s t i a n 
l i fe . I f y o u h a v e i n t e g r i t y of soul , y o u w i l l 
n o t b e s w e r v e d f r o m t h e r i g h t . N o m o -
t i v e w i l l b e s u f f i c i e n t t o m o v e y o u f r o m t h e 
s t r a i g h t l i n e of d u t y ; y o u w i l l b e l o y a l a n d 
t r u e t o G o d . T h e p l e a d i n g s of a f f e c t i o n 
a n d l ove , t h e y e a r n i n g s of f r i e n d s h i p , w i l l 
n o t m o v e y o u t o t u r n a s i d e f r o m t r u t h a n d 
d u t y , y o u w i l l n o t sac r i f i ce d u t y t o i n c l i n a -
t i o n . 

I f y o u a r e a l l u r e d t o u n i t e y o u r l i f e - i n -
t e r e s t w i t h a n y o u n g , i n e x p e r i e n c e d g i r l , 
w h o i s r e a l l y d e f i c i e n t i n a n e d u c a t i o n i n 
t h e c o m m o n , p r a c t i c a l , d a i l y d u t i e s of l i fe , 
y o u m a k e a m i s t a k e ; b u t t h i s is s m a l l i n 
c o m p a r i s o n w i t h h e r i g n o r a n c e i n r e g a r d 
t o h e r d u t y t o G o d . S h e h a s n o t b e e n d e s -
t i t u t e o f l i g h t . S h e h a s h a d r e l i g i o u s 
p r i v i l e g e s , a n d y e t h e r h e a r t h a s n o t f e l t 
h e r w r e t c h e d s i n f u l n e s s w i t h o u t C h r i s t . 

I f you , i n y o u r i n f a t u a t i o n , c a n t u r n f r o m 
t h e p r a y e r - m e e t i n g , r e p e a t e d l y , w h e r e G o d 
m e e t s w i t h h i s p e o p l e , i n o r d e r t o e n j o y t h e 
socie ty of o n e w h o h a s n o l o v e f o r G o d , 
a n d sees n o a t t r a c t i o n s i n t h e r e l i g i o u s l i fe , 
h o w d o y o u e x p e c t G o d c a n p r o s p e r s u c h a 
u n i o n ? B e n o t i n h a s t e . E a r l y m a r r i a g e s 
shou ld n o t b e e n c o u r a g e d . I f a y o u n g 
w o m a n , o r a y o u n g m a n , h a v e n o t r e s p e c t 
to t h e c l a i m s of G o d , a n d h e e d n o t t h e 
c la ims w h i c h b i n d t h e m t o r e l i g i o n , t h e r e 
wi l l b e d a n g e r t h a t t h e y w i l l n o t p r o p e r l y 
r e g a r d t h e c l a i m s of t h e h u s b a n d , or t h e 
wife . T h e h a b i t of f r e q u e n t l y b e i n g i n t h e 
soc ie ty of t h e o n e of y o u r cho ice , a n d t h a t , 
too, a t t h e sac r i f i ce of r e l i g i o u s p r i v i l e g e s 
a n d of y o u r h o u r s of p r a y e r , i s d a n g e r o u s ; 
a n d y o u s u s t a i n a l o s s y o u c a n n o t a f f o r d . 
T h e h a b i t of s i t t i n g u p l a t e a t n i g h t i s c u s -
t o m a r y , b u t i t i s n o t p l e a s i n g t o G o d , e v e n 
if y o u w e r e b o t h C h r i s t i a n s . T h e s e u n -
t i m e l y h o u r s i n j u r e h e a l t h , u n f i t t h e m i n d 
for t h e n e x t d a y ' s d u t i e s , a n d h a v e a n a p -
p e a r a n c e of ev i l . M y b r o t h e r , I h o p e y o u 
w i l l h a v e s e l f - r e s p e c t e n o u g h t o s h u n t h i s 
f o r m of c o u r t s h i p . I f y o u h a v e a n e y e s i n -
gle t o t h e g l o r y of G o d , y o u w i l l m o v e w i t h 
d e l i b e r a t e c a u t i o n . Y o u w i l l n o t s u f f e r 
l o v e - s i c k s e n t i m e n t a l i s m t o so b l i n d y o u r 
v i s ion t h a t y o u c a n n o t d i s c e r n t h e h i g h 
c l a ims y o u r G o d h a s u p o n y o u a s a C h r i s -
t i an . 



I a d d r e s s m y s e l f t o y o u t h r e e , d e a r 
y o u t h . L e t i t b e y o u r a i m t o g l o r i f y G o d , 
a n d a t t a i n h i s m o r a l l i k e n e s s . I n v i t e 
t h e S p i r i t of G o d t o m o l d y o u r c h a r a c t e r . 
N o w is y o u r g o l d e n o p p o r t u n i t y t o w a s h j 
y o u r r o b e s of c h a r a c t e r , a n d m a k e t h e m 
w h i t e i n t h e b l o o d of t h e L a m b . I r e g a r d 
t h i s a s t h e t u r n i n g - p o i n t i n y o u r d e s t i n y . 
W h i c h wi l l y o u choose , s a y s C h r i s t , m e , or 
t h e w o r l d ? G o d ca l l s f o r a n u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
s u r r e n d e r of t h e h e a r t a n d a f f e c t i o n s t o 
h i m . I f y o u l o v e f r i e n d s , b r o t h e r s o r sis-
t e r s , f a t h e r o r m o t h e r , h o u s e s or l a n d s , 
m o r e t h a n m e , s a y s C h r i s t , y e a r e n o t w o r -
t h y of me . R e l i g i o n l a y s t h e soul u n d e r > 
t h e g r e a t e s t o b l i g a t i o n t o h e r c l a ims , t o 
w a l k b y h e r p r i n c i p l e s . A s t h e m y s t e r i o u s 
m a g n e t p o i n t s t o t h e n o r t h , so d o t h e 
c l a i m s of r e l i g i o n p o i n t t o t h e g l o r y of 
G o d . Y o u a r e b o u n d , b y y o u r b a p t i s m a l 
v o w s , t o h o n o r y o u r C r e a t o r , a n d t o r e s o -
l u t e l y d e n y se l f a n d c r u c i f y y o u r a f f e c t i o n s 
a n d lus t s , a n d h a v e e v e n y o u r t h o u g h t s 
b r o u g h t i n t o o b e d i e n c e t o t h e w i l l of 

, C h r i s t . 

S h u n r u n n i n g i n t o t e m p t a t i o n . B u t 
w h e n t e m p t a t i o n s s u r r o u n d y o u , a n d y o u 
c a n n o t c o n t r o l t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h e x -
p o s e y o u t o t h e m , t h e n y o u m a y c l a i m t h e 
p r o m i s e of G o d , a n d w i t h c o n f i d e n c e a n d 
c o n s c i o u s p o w e r e x c l a i m , " I c a n d o a l l 
t h i n g s t h r o u g h C h r i s t w h i c h s t r e n g t h e n e d 
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me." T h e r e i s s t r e n g t h f o r y o u a l l i n G o d . 
B u t y o u w i l l n e v e r f e e l y o u r n e e d of t h a t 
s t r e n g t h w h i c h a l o n e i s a b l e t o s a v e y o u , 
un le s s y o u f e e l y o u r s i n f u l n e s s a n d w e a k -
ness. J e s u s , y o u r p r e c i o u s S a v i o u r , n o w 
calls y o u t o t a k e y o u r p o s i t i o n firmly u p o n 
t h e p l a t f o r m of e t e r n a l t r u t h . I f y o u s u f -
f e r w i t h h i m , h e w i l l c r o w n y o u w i t h g l o r y 
in hisi e v e r l a s t i n g k i n g d o m . I f y o u a r e 
w i l l i n g t o s a c r i f i c e a l l f o r C h r i s t , t h e n h e 
wil l b e y o u r S a v i o u r . B u t if y o u c h o o s e 
y o u r o w n w a y , y o u w i l l f o l l o w o n i n d a r k -
ness u n t i l i t i s t o o l a t e t o s e c u r e t h e e t e r -
n a l r e w a r d . 

W h a t h a v e y o u b e e n w i l l i n g t o s u f f e r 
fo r t h e t r u t h ' s s a k e ? Y o u h a v e a s h o r t , 
v e r y s h o r t , p e r i o d i n w h i c h t o c u l t i v a t e 
t h e n o b l e t r a i t s of y o u r c h a r a c t e r . Y o u 
h a v e a l l b e e n , t o s o m e e x t e n t , d i s s a t i s f i e d 
a n d u n h a p p y . Y o u h a v e h a d m a n y c o m -
p l a i n t s t o m a k e . Y o u h a v e t a l k e d , e s p e -
c i a l l y a n d , y o u r u n b e l i e f , 
a n d c e n s u r e d o t h e r s . Y o u h a v e h a d h e a r t s 
filled w i t h p r i d e , a n d e v e n b i t t e r n e s s , a t 
times.. Y o u r c l o s e t s h a v e b e e n n e g l e c t e d , 
a n d y o u h a v e n o t l o v e d t h e e x e r c i s e s of r e -
l i g i o u s d u t i e s . I f y o u h a d b e e n p e r s e v e r -
i n g i n y o u r e f f o r t s t o g r o w u p i n t o C h r i s t 
yot i r l i v i n g h e a d , y o u w o u l d n o w b e s t r o n g , 
a n - i c o m p e t e n t t o b l e s s o t h e r s w i t h y o u r 
in1 l u e n c e . 

J f y o u h a d c u l t i v a t e d a s t e a d y , u n i f o r m , 
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u n w a v e r i n g e n e r g y , y o u w o u l d n o w b e 
s t r o n g t o r e s i s t t e m p t a t i o n . B u t t h e s e 
p r e c i o u s q u a l i t i e s c a n o n l y b e g a i n e d 
t h r o u g h a s u r r e n d e r of t h e s o u l t o t h e 
c l a i m s of r e l i g i o n . _ . 

T h e n y o u r m o t i v e s w i l l b e h i g h , t h e i n -
t e l l e c t a n d a f f e c t i o n w i l l b e b a l a n c e d b y 
h i g h p r i n c i p l e s . G o d w i l l w o r k w i t h u s 
if w e w i l l o n l y e n g a g e i n h e a l t h y a c t i o n . W e 
m u s t f e e l t h e n e c e s s i t y of u n i t i n g o u r h u -
m a n e f f o r t s a n d z e a l o u s a c t i o n w i t h d i v i n e 
p o w e r . W e c a n s t a n d f o r t h i n God , s t r o n g 
t o c o n q u e r . , y o u h a v e g r e a t l y f a i l e d 
i n e n e r g y of p u r p o s e t o do, a n d . t o e n d u r e . 

W h a t a g r e a t m i s t a k e i s m a d e i n t h e e d - < 
u c a t i o n of c h i l d r e n a n d y o u t h , i n i n d u l g -
i n g , a n d f a v o r i n g , a n d p e t t i n g t h e m . T h e y 
b e c o m e se l f i sh a n d i n e f f i c i e n t . T h e r e i s a 
l a c k of e n e r g y e x e r c i s e d i n t h e l i t t l e t h i n g s 
of l i fe . T h e c h a r a c t e r h a s n o t b e e n t r a i n e d 
t o a c q u i r e s t r e n g t h i n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of 
t h e e v e r y - d a y d u t i e s , l o w l y t h o u g h t h e y 
m a y b e . T h e r e i s a n e g l e c t o f d o i n g w i l l -
i n g l y a n d c h e e r f u l l y w h a t l i e s d i r e c t l y b e -
f o r e y o u t o do , w h i c h s o m e o n e m u s t do. 
T h e r e i s a g r e a t d e s i r e w i t h u s t o k ind a 
m o r e e x a l t e d , l a r g e r w o r k . 

N o o n e i s q u a l i f i e d f o r t h e i m p o r t a n t 
a n d g r e a t w o r k , u n l e s s h e h a s b e e n f a i t h -
f u l i n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of t h e l i t t l e d u t i e s . 

I t i s b y d e g r e e s t h e c h a r a c t e r i s f o r m e d 
a n d t h e s o u l t r a i n e d t o p u t e f f o r t a n d e n -

e r g y p r o p o r t i o n a t e f o r t h e t a s k w h i c h i s t o 
b e a c c o m p l i s h e d . I f w e a r e c r e a t u r e s of 
c i r c u m s t a n c e , w e s h a l l s u r e l y f a i l of p e r f e c t -
i n g C h r i s t i a n c h a r a c t e r . 

Y o u m u s t m a s t e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; n o t a l -
low c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o m a s t e r y o u . Y o u 
can find e n e r g y a t t h e c r o s s of C h r i s t . 
You c a n n o w g r o w b y d e g r e e s , a n d c o n -
q u e r d i f f i cu l t i e s , a n d o v e r c o m e f o r c e of 
h a b i t . Y o u n e e d t o b e s t i m u l a t e d b y t h e 
l i f e - g i v i n g f o r c e of J e s u s . Y o u s h o u l d b e 
a t t r a c t e d t o C h r i s t , a n d c l o t h e d w i t h h i s 
d i v i n e b e a u t y a n d e x c e l l e n c e . B r o . ' s 
d a u g h t e r h a s a n e d u c a t i o n t o g a i n , a s s h e 
is n o m o r e c o m p e t e n t f o r t h e d u t i e s a n d 
d i f f i cu l t i e s of l i f e a s a w i f e , t h a n a s c h o o l 
g i r l of t e n y e a r s o ld . 

R e l i g i o n s h o u l d d i c t a t e a n d g u i d e y o u 
i n a l l y o u r p u r s u i t s , a n d s h o u l d h o l d a b s o -
l u t e c o n t r o l o v e r y o u r a f f e c t i o n s . I f y o u 
y i e l d y o u r s e l v e s u n r e s e r v e d l y i n t o t h e 
h a n d s o f C h r i s t , m a k i n g h i s . p o w e r y o u r 
s t r e n g t h , t h e n w i l l y o u r m o r a l s e n s e b e 
c lear t o d i s c e r n t h e q u a l i t y of c h a r a c t e r 
t h a t y o u m a y n o t b e d e c e i v e d b y a p p e a r -
ances a n d m a k e g r e a t m i s t a k e s i n y o u r 
f r i e n d s h i p . Y o u w a n t y o u r m o r a l p o w e r 
k e e n a n d s e n s i t i v e , t h a t i t m a y b e a r s e v e r e 
t e s t s a n d n o t b e m a r r e d . Y o u w a n t y o u r 
i n t e g r i t y of s o u l so firm t h a t v a n i t y , d i s -
p l ay , o r flattery, w i l l n o t m o v e y o u . 

O h ! i t i s a g r e a t t h i n g t o b e r i g h t w i t h 
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God, t h e sou l i n h a r m o n y w i t h i t s M a k e r , 
t h a t a m i d t h e c o n t a g i o n of ev i l e x a m p l e , 
w h i c h i n i t s d e c e i t f u l a p p e a r a n c e w o u l d 
l u r e t h e sou l f r o m d u t y . A n g e l s m a y b e 
s e n t t o y o u r r e s c u e ; b u t b e a r i n m i n d , if ) 
y o u i n v i t e t e m p t a t i o n , y o u w i l l n o t h a v e 
d i v i n e a id t o k e e p y o u from b e i n g overcome. 
T h e t h r e e w o r t h i e s e n d u r e d t h e fiery f u r -
n a c e , fo r J e s u s w a l k e d w i t h t h e m i n t h e 
fiery flame. I f t h e y h a d , of t h e m s e l v e s , 
w a l k e d i n t h e fire, t h e y w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
c o n s u m e d . T h u s w i l l i t b e w i t h y o u . If . 
y o u d o n o t w a l k d e l i b e r a t e l y i n t o t e m p t a -
t i on , God w i l l s u s t a i n y o u w h e n t h e t e m p -
t a t i o n comes. ? 

Tlie Cause in N e w York . 

W h i l e i n V e r m o n t , D e c . 10, 1 8 7 1 , 1 w a s ' 
s h o w n s o m e t h i n g s i n r e g a r d t o N e w Y o r k . 
T h e cause i n t h e S t a t e , s e e m e d t o b e i n a 
d e p l o r a b l e c o n d i t i o n . T h e r e w e r e b u t f e w 
labore rs , a n d t h e s e w e r e n o t a s e f f ic ien t as 
t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n of f a i t h i n t h e sacred 
t r u t h s fo r t h i s t i m e d e m a n d e d of t h e m . 
T h e r e a r e t h o s e i n t h e S t a t e , w h o m i n i s t e r 

r i n w o r d a n d d o c t r i n e , w h o a r e n o t t h o r o u g h 
W o r k m e n ; A l t h o u g h t h e y h a v e be l i eved 
tTv« t h e o r y of t h e t r u t h , a n d h a v e been 
p r e a c h i n g f o r y e a r s , n e v e r w i l l t h e y be 
co r i%e ten t l a b o r e r s u n t i l t h e y w o r k u p o n 
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a d i f f e r e n t p l a n . T h e y h a v e s p e n t m u c h 
t ime a m o n g t h e c h u r c h e s w h e n t h e y a r e 
no t q u a l i f i e d t o b e n e f i t t h e m . T h e y t h e m -
selves a r e n o t c o n s e c r a t e d t o G o d . T h e y 
need t h e s p i r i t of e n d u r a n c e t o s u f f e r 
for C h r i s t ' s s a k e , t o " d r i n k of t h e c u p a n d 
be b a p t i z e d w i t h t h e b a p t i s m , " b e f o r e t h e y 
are p r e p a r e d t o h e l p o the r s . U n s e l f i s h , 
d e v o t e d w o r k m e n a r e needed , t o b r i n g 
t h i n g s u p i n N e w Y o r k t o t h e B i b l e s t a n d -
ard. T h e s e m e n h a v e n o t b e e n i n t h e l i n e 
of t h e i r d u t y i n t r a v e l i n g a m o n g t h e 
churches . I f G o d h a s ca l l ed t h e m t o h i s 
work , i t is t o s a v e s inner s . T h e y s h o u l d 
p r o v e t h e m s e l v e s b y g o i n g o u t i n t o n e w 
fields, t h a t t h e y m a y k n o w fo r t h e m s e l v e s 
w h e t h e r G o d h a s c o m m i t t e d t o t h e m t h e 
w o r k of s a v i n g souls. 

H a d B r a . T a y l o r , S a u n d e r s , Cot t re l l , -
WThitney, a n d Bro . a n d s i s t e r L i n d s a y , l a -
bored i n n e w fields, t h e y w o u l d n o w b e f a r 
in a d v a n c e of w h a t t h e y a re . M e e t i n g o p -
pos i t ion of o p p o n e n t s w o u l d d r i v e t h e m t o 
t he i r B i b l e s f o r a r g u m e n t s t o s u s t a i n t h e i r 
pos i t ion , w h i c h w o u l d i nc rease t h e i r k n o w l -
edge i n t h e S c r i p t u r e s , a n d w o u l d g i v e 
t h e m a consc ious p o w e r of t h e i r a b i l i t y i n 
God t o m e e t o p p o s i t i o n i n a n y f o r m . T h o s e 
w h o a r e c o n t e n t t o g o o v e r a n d o v e r t h e 
same g r o u n d a m o n g t h e c h u r c h e s , w i l l b e 
def ic ien t i n t h e e x p e r i e n c e t h e y s h o u l d 
have . T h e y w i l l b e w e a k — n o t s t r o n g t o 
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w i l l , a n d do, a n d su t l e r , f o r t h e t r u t h ' s s a k e . 
T h e y w i l l b e i n e f f i c i e n t w o r k m e n . 

T h o s e w h o h a v e t h e c a u s e of G o d a t 
h e a r t , a n d f ee l l o v e f o r p r e c i o u s s o u l s f o r 
w h o m C h r i s t d i e d , w i l l n o t s e e k t h e i r ease ^ 
o r p l e a s u r e . T h e y w i l l d o a s C h r i s t h a s 
d o n e . T h e y w i l l g o f o r t h t o " s e e k a n d t o 
s a v e t h a t w h i c h w a s l o s t . " H e s a i d , " I 
c a m e n o t t o ca l l t h e righteous, b u t s i n n e r s , 
t o r e p e n t a n c e . " 

I f m i n i s t e r s i n N e w Y o r k w i s h t o h e l p 
t h e c h u r c h , t h e y c a n d o so i n n o b e t t e r 
w a y t h a n t o g o o u t i n n e w fields a n d l a b o r 
t o b r i n g s o u l s i n t o t h e t r u t h . W h e n t h e 
c h u r c h s e e t h a t t h e i r m i n i s t e r s a r e a l l a g l o w f 

w i t h t h e s p i r i t of t h e w o r k , f e e l i n g d e e p -
l y t h e f o r c e of t h e t r u t h , a n d - s e e k i n g 
t o b r i n g o t h e r s t o t h e k n o w l e d g e of t h e 

. t r u t h , i t w i l l p u t n e w l i fe a n d v i g o r i n 
t h e m . T h e i r h e a r t s w i l l b e s t i r r e d t o d o 
w h a t t h e y c a n t o a i d i n t h e w o r k . T h e r e 
i s n o t a c l a s s of p e o p l e i n t h e w o r l d t h a t 
a r e m o r e w i l l i n g t o s ac r i f i ce of t h e i r m e a n s 
t o a d v a n c e t h e c a u s e t h a n S e v e n t h - d a y 
A d v e n t i s t s . 

I f t h e m i n i s t e r s d o n o t d i s c o u r a g e t h e m | 
t o d e a t h b y t h e i r i n d o l e n c e , a n d ine f f i c i ency , 
a n d l a c k of s p i r i t u a l i t y , t h e y w i l l g e n e r a l l y 
r e s p o n d t o a n y a p p e a l t h a t m a y b e m a d e 
t h a t w i l l c o m m e n d i t s e l f t o t h e i r j u d g m e n t 
a n d co n sc i ences . B u t t h e y w a n t t o see 
f r u i t . A n d i t i s r i g h t t h a t t h e b r e t h r e n 

in N e w Y o r k s h o u l d d e m a n d f r u i t s o f t h e n -
m i n i s t e r s . W h a t h a v e t h e y d o n e ? W h a t 
are t h e y d o i n g ? M i n i s t e r s i n N e w Y o r k 
shou ld h a v e b e e n f a r i n a d v a n c e of w h a t 
t h e y a r e . B u t t h e y h a v e n o t e n g a g e d 
in t h a t k i n d of l a b o r w h i c h c a l l e d f o r t h 
e a r n e s t e f f o r t , a n d s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n w h i c h 
w o u l d d r i v e t h e m t o t h e i r B i b l e s , a n d t o 
p r a y e r , t h a t t h e y c o u l d a n s w e r o p p o n e n t s , 
and , i n t h e e x e r c i s e o f t h e i r t a l e n t s , d o u b l e d 
t h e m . T h e r e a r e m i n i s t e r s i n N e w Y o r k 
w h o h a v e b e e n p r e a c h i n g f o r y e a r s w h o 
c a n n o t b e d e p e n d e d u p o n t o g i v e a c o u r s e 
of l e c t u r e s . T h e y a r e d w a r f e d . T h e y h a v e 
n o t e x e r c i s e d t h e i r m i n d s i n t h e s t u d y 
of t h e w o r d , a n d i n m e e t i n g o p p o s i t i o n , so 
t h a t t h e y m i g h t b e s t r o n g m e n i n G o d . 
H a d t h e y g o n e f o r t h " w i t h o u t t h e c a m p , " 
l i ke f a i t h f u l s o l d i e r s of t h e c r o s s of C h r i s t , 
a n d d e p e n d e d u p o n G o d a n d t h e i r o w n e n -
ergies, r a t h e r t h a n l e a n i n g so h e a v i l y u p o n 
t h e i r b r e t h r e n , t h e y w o u l d h a v e o b t a i n e d 
a n e x p e r i e n c e , t h a t n o w t h e y w o u l d b e 
qua l i f i ed t o e n g a g e i n t h e w o r k a n y w h e r e 
t h e i r h e l p is m o s t n e e d e d . 

I f t h e m i n i s t e r s g e n e r a l l y i n N e w Y o r k 
h a d l e f t t h e c h u r c h e s t o l a b o r f o r t h e m -
selves, a n d t h e y n o t s t o o d i n t h e i r w a y , 
b o t h c h u r c h e s a n d m i n i s t e r s w o u l d b e n o w 
f u r t h e r a d v a n c e d i n s p i r i t u a l i t y , a n d i n t h e 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e t r u t h . 

M a n y of o u r b r e t h r e n a n d s i s t e r s i n 
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N e w Y o r k h a v e b e e n b a c k s l i d i n g u p o n 
h e a l t h r e f o r m . T h e r e i s b u t a s m a l l n u m -
b e r of g e n u i n e h e a l t h r e f o r m e r s i n t h e S t a t e . 
L i g h t a n d s p i r i t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g h a v e 
b e e n g i v e n t o t h e b r e t h r e n i n N e w Y o r k . 
T h e t r u t h t h a t h a s r e a c h e d t h e u n d e r s t a n d - * 
i n g , t h e l i g h t ' t h a t h a s s h o n e o n t h e sou l , 
t h a t h a s n o t b e e n a p p r e c i a t e d a n d c h e r -
i s h e d , w i l l w i t n e s s a g a i n s t t h e m i n t h e 
d a y of God. T r u t h h a s b e e n g i v e n t o s a v e 
t h o s e w h o w o u l d b e l i e v e a n d o b e y . T h e i r 
c o n d e m n a t i o n i s n o t b e c a u s e t h e y d i d n o t 
h a v e t h e l i g h t , b u t b e c a u s e t h e y h a d t h e 
l i g h t a n d d i d n o t w a l k i n i t . 

G o d h a s f u r n i s h e d m a n w i t h p l e n t i f u l 
m e a n s fo r t h e g r a t i f i c a t i o n of n a t u r a l a p p e - ' 
t i t e . H e h a s s p r e a d b e f o r e h i m a b o u n t i -
f u l v a r i e t y i n t h e p r o d u c t s of t h e e a r t h 
t h a t a r e p a l a t a b l e t o t h e t a s t e , a n d n u t r i -
t i o u s t o t h e s y s t e m . O f t h e s e , s a i t h o u r 
b e n e v o l e n t H e a v e n l y F a t h e r , " y e m a y 
f r e e l y ea t ." W e m a y e n j o y t h e f r u i t s , t h e 
v e g e t a b l e s , a n d g r a i n s , w i t h o u t d o i n g v i o -
l e n c e t o t h e l a w s of o u r b e i n g . G r a i n s , 
f r u i t s , a n d v e g e t a b l e s , p r e p a r e d i n t h e 
m o s t s i m p l e a n d n a t u r a l m a n n e r , w i l l n o u r -
i sh t h e b o d y , a n d p r e s e r v e i t s n a t u r a l v i g o r 
w i t h o u t t h e u s e o f flesh-meats. 

G o d h a s c r e a t e d m a n a l i t t l e l o w e r t h a n 
t h e ange l s , a n d h a s b e s t o w e d u p o n h i m a t -
t r i b u t e s t h a t w i l l , i f p r o p e r l y used , m a k e 
h i m a b l e s s i n g t o t h e w o r l d , a n d r e f l e c t 
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b a c k t h e g l o r y t o t h e G i v e r . B u t m a n , 
m a d e i n t h e i m a g e of God , h a s , t h r o u g h i n -
t e m p e r a n c e , v i o l a t e d p r i n c i p l e a n d G o d ' s 
l a w i n h i s p h y s i c a l n a t u r e . I n t e m p e r a n c e 
of a n y k i n d w i l l b e n u m b t h e p e r c e p t i v e 
o rgans , a n d so w e a k e n t h e b r a i n - n e r v e 
p o w e r , t h a t e t e r n a l t h i n g s w i l l n o t b e a p -
p r e c i a t e d , b u t p l a c e d u p o n a l e v e l w i t h 
c o m m o n . T h e h i g h e r p o w e r s of t h e m i n d , 
d e s i g n e d f o r e l e v a t e d p u r p o s e s , a r e b r o u g h t 
i n t o s l a v e r y t o t h e b a s e r p a s s i o n s . I f o u r 
p h y s i c a l h a b i t s a r e - n o t r i g h t , t h e m e n t a l 
a n d m o r a l p o w e r s c a n n o t b e s t r o n g ; f o r 
g r e a t s y m p a t h y e x i s t s b e t w e e n t h e p h y s i c a l 
a n d m o r a l . T h e a p o s t l e u n d e r s t o o d t h i s , 
a n d r a i s e s h i s v o i c e of w a r n i n g t o h i s b r e t h -
r e n : " D e a r l y b e l o v e d , I b e s e e c h y o u , a s 
s t r a n g e r s a n d p i l g r i m s , a b s t a i n f r o m fleshly 
l u s t s , w h i c h w a r a g a i n s t t h e sou l , " 

T h e r e i s b u t l i t t l e m o r a l p o w e r i n t h e 
p r o f e s s e d C h r i s t i a n w o r l d . W r o n g h a b i t s 
h a v e b e e n i n d u l g e d , a n d p h y s i c a l a n d 
m o r a l l a w s h a v e b e e n d i s r e g a r d e d , u n t i l 
t h e g e n e r a l s t a n d a r d of v i r t u e a n d p i e t y i s 
e x c e e d i n g l y l o w . H a b i t s w h i c h l o w e r t h e 
s t a n d a r d ^ of p h y s i c a l h e a l t h , e n f e e b l e t h e 
m e n t a l a n d m o r a l s t r e n g t h . T h e i n d u l g e n c e 
of u n n a t u r a l a p p e t i t e a n d p a s s i o n s h a s a 
c o n t r o l l i n g i n f l u e n c e u p o n t h e o r g a n s of t h e 
b r a i n . T h e a n i m a l o r g a n s a r e s t r e n g t h -
e n e d , w h i l e t h e m o r a l a r e d e p r e s s e d . I t i s 
i m p o s s i b l e f o r a n i n t e m p e r a t e m a n t o b e a 



C h r i s t i a n , f o r h i s h i g h e r p o w e r s a r e b r o u g h t 
i n t o s l a v e r y t o t h e p a s s i o n s . 

T h o s e w h o h a v e h a d t h e l i g h t u p o n t h e 
s u b j e c t s o f e a t i n g a n d d r e s s i n g w i t h s i m -
p l i c i t y , i n o b e d i e n c e t o p h y s i c a l a n d m o r a l 
l a w , a n d t u r n f r o m t h e l i g h t w h i c h p o i n t s 
o u t t h e i r d u t y , w i l l s h u n d u t y i n o t h e r 
t h i n g s . I f t h e y b l u n t t h e i r c o n s c i e n c e s t o 
a v o i d t h e c ros s w h i c h t h e y w i l l h a v e t o 
t a k e u p t o b e i n h a r m o n y w i t h n a t u r a l l a w 
t h e y wi l l , i n o r d e r t o s h u n r e p r o a c h , v i o l a t e 
t h e t e n c o m m a n d m e n t s . 

T h e r e i s a d e c i d e d u n w i l l i n g n e s s w i t h 
s o m e t o e n d u r e t h e c ross a n d d e s p i s e t h e 
s h a m e . S o m e w i l l b e l a u g h e d o u t of t h e i r 
p r i n c i p l e s . C o n f o r m i t y t o t h e w o r l d is 
g a i n i n g g r o u n d a m o n g G o d ' s p e o p l e , w h o 
p r o f e s s t o b e a s p i l g r i m s a n d s t r a n g e r s 
w a i t i n g a n d w a t c h i n g f o r t h e L o r d ' s a p -
p e a r i n g . T h e r e a r e m a n y a m o n g p r o f e s s e d 
S a b b a t h - k e e p e r s i n N e w Y o r k w h o a r e 
m o r e firmly w e d d e d t o w o r l d l y f a s h i o n s 
a n d l u s t s t h a n t h e y a r e t o h e a l t h y b o d i e s 
s o u n d m i n d s , o r s a n c t i f i e d h e a r t s . 
. G o d i s t e s t i n g a n d p r o v i n g i n d i v i d u a l s 
m N e w Y o r k . H e h a s p e r m i t t e d s o m e t o 
h a v e a m e a s u r e of p r o s p e r i t y , t o d e v e l o p 
w h a t i s i n t h e i r h e a r t s . P r i d e a n d l o v e of 
t h e w o r l d h a v e s e p a r a t e d t h e m f r o m G o d . 
I he p r i n c i p l e s of t r u t h a r e s ac r i f i ced , v i r t u -
a l ly , w h i l e t h e y p r o f e s s t o l o v e t h e t r u t h . 
C h r i s t i a n s s h o u l d w a k e u p a n d a c t . T h e n -

i n f l u e n c e is t e l l i n g u p o n , a n d m o l d i n g , t h e 
o p i n i o n s a n d h a b i t s of o t h e r s . T h e w e i g h t y 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h e y wTill h a v e t o b e a r of d e -
c id ing b y t h e i r i n f l u e n c e t h e d e s t i n y of 
souls. 

T h e L o r d , b y c lose a n d p o i n t e d t r u t h s 
for t h e s e l a s t d a y s , i s c l e a v i n g a p e o p l e 
f rom o u t t h e w o r l d , a n d p u r i f y i n g t h e m 
u n t o h i m s e l f . P r i d e a n d u n h e a l t h f u l f a s h -
ions, t h e l o v e of d i s p l a y , t h e l o v e of a p p r o -
b a t i o n , a l l m u s t b e l e f t w i t h t h e w o r l d , i f 
w e w o u l d b e r e n e w e d i n k n o w l e d g e a f t e r 
t h e i m a g e of H i m w h o c r e a t e d u s . " F o r 
t h e g r a c e of G o d t h a t b r i n g e t h s a l v a t i o n 
h a t h a p p e a r e d u n t o a l l m e n , t e a c h i n g u s , 
t h a t d e n y i n g u n g o d l i n e s s , a n d w o r l d l y 
lus t s , w e s h o u l d l i v e s o b e r l y , r i g h t e o u s l y , 
a n d g o d l y , i n t h i s p r e s e n t w o r l d , l o o k i n g 
fo r t h a t b l e s s e d h o p e , a n d t h e g l o r i o u s a p -
p e a l i n g of t h e g r e a t G o d a n d o u r S a v i o u r 
J e s u s C h r i s t , w h o g a v e h i m s e l f f o r u s , t h a t 
h e m i g h t r e d e e m u s from a l l i n i q u i t y , a n d 
p u r i f y u n t o h i m s e l f a p e c u l i a r p e o p l e , z e a l -
ous of g o o d w o r k s . " 

T h e c h u r c h i n R o o s e v e l t n e e d s i f t i n g . 
A t h o r o u g h c o n v e r s i o n i s n e c e s s a r y b e f o r e 
t h e y c a n b e i n w o r k i n g o r d e r . S e l f i s h n e s s , 
p r ide , e n v y , m a l i c e , e v i l s u r m i s i n g , b a c k -
b i t i n g , g o s s i p i n g , a n d t a t t l i n g , h a v e b e e n 
c h e r i s h e d a m o n g t h e m , u n t i l t h e S p i r i t o f 
God h a s b u t l i t t l e ' t o d o w i t h t h e m . T h e 
p r a y e r s of s o m e w h o p r o f e s s t o k n o w G o d 
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are , i n t h e i r p r e s e n t s t a t e , a n a b o m i n a t i o n 
i n t h e s i g h t of t h e L o r d . T h e y d o n o t SUB -
t a i n t h e i r f a i t h b y t h e i r w o r k s , a n d i t w e r e 
b e t t e r i f s o m e h a d n e v e r p r o f e s s e d t h e 
t r u t h , t h a n t o h a v e d i s h o n o r e d t h e i r p r o -
f e s s i o n as t h e y h a v e . W h i l e t h e y p r o f e s s 
t o b e s e r v a n t s o f J e s u s C h r i s t , t h e y a r e 
s e r v a n t s of t h e e n e m y of r i g h t e o u s n e s s , 
a n d t h e i r w o r k s t e s t i f y of t h e m t h a t t h e y 
a r e n o t a c q u a i n t e d w i t h G o d , a n d t h a t t h e i r 
h e a r t s a r e n o t i n o b e d i e n c e t o t h e w i l l o f 
C h r i s t . T h e y m a k e c h i l d ' s p l a y of r e l i g -
ion. T h e y a c t l i k e p e t t i s h c h i l d r e n . 

T h e c h i l d r e n of G o d , t h e w o r l d ove r , a r e 
o n e g r e a t b r o t h e r h o o d . O u r S a v i o u r h a s 
c l e a r l y d e f i n e d t h e s p i r i t a n d p r i n c i p l e s 
w h i c h s h o u l d g o v e r n t h e a c t i o n s of t h o s e 
w h o , b y t h e i r c o n s i s t e n t , h o l y l ives , d i s -
t i n g u i s h t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e w o r l d . L o v e 
f o r o n e a n o t h e r , a n d s u p r e m e love t o t h e i r 
H e a v e n l y F a t h e r , s h o u l d b e e x e m p l i f i e d 
i n t h e i r c o n v e r s a t i o n a n d w o r k s . T h e 
p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n of m a n y of t h e c h i l d r e n o f 
G o d i s l ike a f a m i l y o f u n g r a t e f u l , q u a r r e l -
s o m e c h i l d r e n . 

T h e r e is d a n g e r o f e v e n m i n i s t e r s i n 
N e w Y o r k b e i n g of t h a t c l a s s w h o a r e e v e r 
l e a r n i n g a n d n e v e r a b l e t o c o m e t o t h e 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e t r u t h . T h e y d o n o t 
p r a c t i c e w h a t t h e y l e a r n . T h e y a r e h e a r -
e r s , b u t n o t d o e r s . T h e s e m i n i s t e r s n e e d 
t o e x p e r i e n c e t h e t r u t h t h a t w i l l e n a b l e 
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t h e m t o c o m p r e h e n d t h e e l e v a t e d c h a r a c -
t e r of t h e w o r k . 

W e a r e l i v i n g i n a m o s t s o l e m n , i m p o r -
t a n t t i m e of t h i s e a r t h ' s h i s t o r y . I m p o r -
t a n t a n d f e a r f u l e v e n t s a r e b e f o r e u s . W e 
a re a m i d t h e p e r i l s of t h e l a s t d a y s . H o w 
n e c e s s a r y t h a t a l l t h o s e t h a t d o f e a r G o d 
a n d l o v e h i s l a w , s h o u l d h u m b l e t h e m -
se lves b e f o r e h i m , a n d b e a f f l i c t ed , a n d 
m o u r n , a n d c o n f e s s t h e i r s i n s t h a t h a v e 
s e p a r a t e d G o d f r o m h i s p e o p l e . A n d t h a t 
w h i c h s h o u l d e x c i t e t h e g r e a t e s t a l a r m is 
t h a t w e d o n o t f e e l o u r c o n d i t i o n , a n d u n -
d e r s t a n d o u r l o w e s t a t e , a n d a r e s a t i s f i e d 
t o r e m a i n a s w e a re . W e s h o u l d f l e e t o t h e 
w o r d of G o d a n d t o p r a y e r . W e s h o u l d 
m a k e t h i s m a t t e r o u r first b u s i n e s s . W e 
s h o u l d i n d i v i d u a l l y s e e k t h e L o r d e a r n e s t l y , 
t h a t w e m a y find h i m . T h e c h u r c h i s r e -
s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e t a l e n t s c o m m i t t e d t o t h e i r 
t r u s t , a n d i t i s i m p o s s i b l e f o r C h r i s t i a n s t o 
m e e t t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s u n l e s s t h e y s t a n d 
on t h a t e l e v a t e d a n d e x a l t e d p o s i t i o n t h a t 
is i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e s a c r e d t r u t h s 
w h i c h t h e y p r o f e s s . T h e l i g h t t h a t s h i n e s 
u p o n o u r p a t h w a y h o l d s u s r e s p o n s i b l e t o 
le t t h a t l i g h t s h i n e f o r t h t o o t h e r s i n s u c h 
a m a n n e r t h a t t h e y w i l l g l o r i f y G o d . 

T h e a d v a n c e m e n t of t h e c h u r c h i n 
, i n s p i r i t u a l t h i n g s , i s n o t i n p r o p o r -

t i o n t o t h e l i g h t w h i c h h a s s h o n e u p o n 
t h e i r p a t h w a y . G o d h a s c o m m i t t e d t o e a c h 
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t a l e n t s t o b e i m p r o v e d , b y b e i n g p u t o u t t o 
t h e e x c h a n g e r s , t h a t w h e n t h e M a s t e r s h a l l 
c o m e , h e m a y r e c e i v e h i s o w n w i t h u s u r y . 
T h e c h u r c h a t a r e l a r g e l y c o m p o s e d 
of v a l u a b l e m a t e r i a l ; b u t t h e r e i s a f a i l u r e ) 
i n r e a c h i n g t h e h i g h s t a n d a r d w h i c h i t i s 
t h e i r p r i v i l e g e t o a t t a i n . 

T h e w o r k i n g m a t e r i a l i n t h e c h u r c h is 
m o s t l y b r a n c h e s of t h r e e f a m i l i e s , c o n n e c t e d 
b y m a r r i a g e . T h e r e i s t a l e n t , a n d g o o d m a -
t e r i a l t o m a k e w o r k m e n , i n t h e c h u r c h a t 

, m o r e t h a n c a n b e e m p l o y e d t o g o o d 
£ L ( 1 V c l H t c l ^ G i n t h a t l o c a l i t y . T h e e n t i r e 
c h u r c h i s n o t g r o w i n g i n s p i r i t u a l i t y . T h e y 
a r e n o t f a v o r a b l y s i t u a t e d t o ca l l i n t o e x e r -
c ise t h e t a l e n t s G o d h a s g i v e n t h e m , a n d d e -
v e l o p s t r e n g t h . T h e r e i s n o t r o o m f o r a l l 
t o w o r k . O n e g e t s i n t h e w a y o f t h e o t h e r . 
T h e r e is a l a c k of s p i r i t u a l s t r e n g t h . I f 
t h e c h u r c h i n w a s less a ° f a m i l y 
c h u r c h , e a c h w o u l d f e e l i n d i v i d u a l r e s p o n -
s i b i l i t y . 

I f t h e t a l e n t a n d i n f l u e n c e of s e v e r a l of 
i t s m e m b e r s s h o u l d b e e x e r c i s e d i n o t h e r 
c h u r c h e s , w h e r e t h e y w o u l d be d r a w n o u t 
t o h e l p w h e r e h e l p i s r e a l l y n e e d e d , t h e y 
w o u l d b e o b t a i n i n g a n e x p e r i e n c e of t h e 
h i g h e s t v a l u e i n s p i r i t u a l t h i n g s , a n d 
w o u l d b e a b l e s s i n g t o o t h e r s b v b e a r i n g 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a n d b u r d e n s i n t h e w o r k of 
God . T h e y w o u l d , w h i l e e n g a g e d i n h e l p -
i n g o t h e r s , b e f o l l o w i n g t h e e x a m p l e of 
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Chr i s t . H e c a m e n o t t o b e m i n i s t e r e d u n t o , 
b u t t o m i n i s t e r t o o t h e r s . H e p l e a s e d n o t 
h imse l f . H e m a d e h i m s e l f of n o r e p u t a t i o n . 
H e t o o k u p o n h i m s e l f t h e f o r m of a s e r v a n t , 
a n d s p e n t h i s l i f e i n d o i n g g o o d . H e c o u l d 
h a v e s p e n t h i s d a y s o n e a r t h i n e a s e a n d 
p l e n t y , a n d a p p r o p r i a t e d t o h i m s e l f t h e e n -
j o y m e n t s of t h i s l i fe . H e l i v e d n o t t o e n j o y , 
b u t t o d o g o o d , a n d s a v e o t h e r s f r o m s u f f e r -
ing. T h e e x a m p l e of C h r i s t i s f o r u s t o 
fol low. 

T h e b r e t h r e n a n d a r e 
m e n w h o can , i f c o n s e c r a t e d t o G o d , b e a r a 
g r e a t e r w e i g h t of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t h a n t h e y 
h a v e d o n e . " T h e y h a v e t h o u g h t t h e y w o u l d 
be p r o m p t t o r e s p o n d t o a n y ca l l t h a t s h o u l d 
b e m a d e f o r m e a n s , a n d t h a t t h i s w a s t h e 
p r i n c i p a l b u r d e n t h e y h a d t o b e a r i n t h e 
cause of G o d . B u t G o d r e q u i r e s m o r e of 
t h e m t h a n t h i s . I f t h e y h a d t r a i n e d t h e i r 
m i n d s t o a m o r e c r i t i c a l s t u d y of t h e w o r d 
of God , t h a t t h e y m i g h t h a v e b e c o m e l a b o r -
ers i n h i s cause , a n d w o r k f o r t h e s a l v a t i o n 
of s i n n e r s , a s e a r n e s t l y a s t h e y h a v e t o o b -
t a i n t h e t h i n g s of t h i s l i fe , t h e y w o u l d h a v e 
d e v e l o p e d s t r e n g t h a n d w i s d o m t o e n g a g e 
i n t h e w o r k of G o d w h e r e l a b o r e r s a r e 
g r e a t l y n e e d e d . 

T h e s e b r e t h r e n , b y r e m a i n i n g i n a f a m i l y 
c o m m u n i t y , a r e b e i n g d w a r f e d i n m e n -
t a l a n d s p i r i t u a l s t r e n g t h . I t i s n o t t h e 
b e s t p o l i c y f o r c h i l d r e n of one , t w o , o r 
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t h r e e f a m i l i e s , w h o a r e c o n n e c t e d b y m a r -
riage, t o s e t t l e w i t h i n a f e w m i l e s of e a c h 
o t h e r . T h e i n f l u e n c e i s n o t g o o d o n t h e 
p a r t i e s . T h e b u s i n e s s of o n e i s t h e b u s i -
n e s s of al l . T h e p e r p l e x i t i e s a n d t r o u b l e s ) 
w h i c h e v e r y f a m i l y m u s t e x p e r i e n c e , m o r e 
or less, a n d w h i c h , a s f a r a s pos s ib l e , s h o u l d 
be c o n f i n e d t o l i m i t s of t h e f a m i l y circle , 
a r e e x t e n d e d t o f a m i l y c o n n e c t i o n s , a n d 
h a v e a b e a r i n g u p o n t h e r e l i g i o u s m e e t i n g s . 
T h e r e a r e m a t t e r s w h i c h s h o u l d n o t b e 
k n o w n t o a t h i r d p e r s o n , h o w e v e r f r i e n d l y 
a n d c lo se ly c o n n e c t e d t h e y m a y be . I n d i -
v i d u a l s a n d f a m i l i e s s h o u l d b e a r t h e m . 
B u t t h e close r e l a t i o n s h i p o f s e v e r a l f a m i - } 
lies, b r o u g h t i n t o c o n s t a n t i n t e r c o u r s e , h a s 
a t e n d e n c y t o b r e a k d o w n t h e d i g n i t y 
w h i c h s h o u l d b e m a i n t a i n e d w i t h e v e r y 
family.^ _ T h e d e l i c a t e d u t y of r e p r o o f a n d 
a d m o n i t i o n g i v e n , w i l l b e i n d a n g e r of i n -
j u r i n g f e e l i n g s u n l e s s d o n e w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t 
t e n d e r n e s s a n d ca re . T h e b e s t m o d e l s of 
c h a r a c t e r s w i l l b e l i a b l e t o e r r o r s a n d m i s -
t a k e s , a n d g r e a t c a r e s h o u l d b e e x e r c i s e d 
t h a t t o o m u c h i s n o t m a d e o f l i t t l e t h i n g s . 

S u c h f a m i l y a n d c h u r c h r e l a t i o n s h i p a s \ 
e x i s t i n i s v e r y p l e a s a n t t o t h e n a t -

f e e l i n g s ; b u t i s n o t t h e b e s t , a l l thino-s 
c o n s i d e r e d , fo r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a s y m m e t -
r i ca l C h r i s t i a n c h a r a c t e r . T h e close r e l a -
t i o n s h i p , a n d f a m i l i a r a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h e a c h 
o t h e r , w h i l e u n i t e d t o g e t h e r i n c h u r c h ca -

p a c i t y , r e n d e r t h e w e i g h t a n d s t r e n g t h of 
i n f l u e n c e f e e b l e . T h e r e i s n o t t h a t d i g -
n i t y p r e s e r v e d , a n d t h a t h i g h r e g a r d , a n d 
conf idence , a n d love , t h a t m a k e a p r o s p e r -
p e r o u s c h u r c h . A l l p a r t i e s w o u l d b e m u c h 
h a p p i e r t o b e s e p a r a t e d , a n d v i s i t o c c a s i o n -
al ly . T h e i r i n f l u e n c e t h e n u p o n e a c h o t h e r 
w o u l d b e t e n f o l d g r e a t e r . 

T h e s e f a m i l i e s , u n i t e d a s t h e y a r e b y 
m a r r i a g e , m i n g l i n g i n e a c h o t h e r ' s s o c i e t y , 
a r e a w a k e t o t h e f a u l t s a n d e r r o r s of e a c h 
o t h e r , a n d f e e l i n d u t y b o u n d t o c o r r e c t 
t h e m ; a n d b e c a u s e t h e s e r e l a t i v e s a r e r e a l l y 
d e a r t o e a c h o t h e r , t h e y a r e g r i e v e d o v e r 
l i t t l e t h i n g s t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t n o t i c e i n 
t h o s e n o t a s c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d . K e e n s u f -
f e r i n g s of m i n d a r e e n d u r e d , b e c a u s e f ee l -
i n g s w i l l a r i s e w i t h some , t h a t t h e y h a v e 
n o t b e e n t r e a t e d i m p a r t i a l l y , a n d w i t h a l l 
t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e y d e s e r v e d . P e t t y 
j e a l o u s i e s s o m e t i m e s ar ise , a n d m o l e h i l l s 
b e c o m e m o u n t a i n s . T h e s e l i t t l e m i s u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g s , a n d p e t t y v a r i a n c e s , c a u s e se-
v e r e r s u f f e r i n g o f m i n d t h a n t r i a l s t h a t 
c o m e f r o m o t h e r sources . 

T h e s e t h i n g s m a k e t h e s e t r u l y c o n s c i -
e n t i o u s , n o b l e - m i n d e d m e n a n d w o m e n 
f e e b l e t o e n d u r e , a n d t h e y a r e n o t d e v e l o p -
i n g t h e c h a r a c t e r t h e y m i g h t w e r e t h e y 
d i l i e r e n t l y s i t u a t e d . T h e y a r e d w a r f e d i n 
m e n t a l a n d s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h , w h i c h t h r e a t -
ens t o d e s t r o y t h e i r u s e f u l n e s s . T h e i r l a -
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b o r s a n d i n t e r e s t s a r e c o n f i n e d m o s t l y t o f 
e a c h o t h e r . T h e i r i n f l u e n c e i s n a r r o w e d V 
d o w n , w h e n i t s h o u l d b e w i d e n i n g , a n d 
m o r e g e n e r a l , t h a t t h e y m a y , b y b e i n g i 
p l a c e d i n a v a r i e t y of c i r c u m s t a n c e s , b r i n g s 

i n t o e x e r c i s e t h e p o w e r s w h i c h G o d h a s ' 
g i v e n t h e m , i n s u c h a m a n n e r a s s h a l l con -
t r i b u t e m o s t t o h i s g l o r y . A l l t h e f a c u l -
t i e s of t h e m i n d a r e c a p a b l e o f h i g h i m -
p r o v e m e n t . T h e e n e r g i e s of t h e sou l n e e d 
t o b e a r o u s e d , a n d b r o u g h t o u t t o o p e r a t e 
f o r t h e g l o r y of G o d . 

G o d ca l l s f o r m i s s i o n a r i e s . T h e r e a r e t a l - * 
e n t a n d a b i l i t y i n t h e c h u r c h a t t h a t j 
will_ g r o w i n c a p a c i t y a n d p o w e r a s t h e y \ 
a r e e x e r c i s e d i n t h e w o r k a n d c a u s e of 1 

G o d . I f t h e s e b r e t h r e n w i l l e d u c a t e t h e i r 
m m d s i n m a k i n g t h e c a u s e of G o d t h e i r 
first i n t e r e s t , a n d w i l l s ac r i f i ce t h e i r p l e a s -
u r e a n d i n c l i n a t i o n f o r t h e t r u t h ' s s a k e , 

b l e s s m 0 of G o d w i l l r e s t u p o n t h e m ' 
t h e s e b r e t h r e n , w h o l o v e t h e t r u t h , a n d 
h a v e b e e n f o r y e a r s r e j o i c i n g b e c a u s e of 
i n c r e a s i n g fight s h i n i n g u p o n t h e S c r i p t -
u r e s , s h o u l d l e t t h e i r l i g h t s h i n e f o r t h t o 
t h o s e w h o a r e i n d a r k n e s s . G o d w i l l b e \ 
t o t h e m w i s d o m a n d p o w e r , a n d w i l l g l o -
r i f y h i m s e l f i n w o r k i n g w i t h a n d b y t h o s e 
w h o w h o l l y f o l l o w h i m . " I f any man 
w i l l s e r v e m e , h i m w i l l m y F a t h e r h o n o r " 
I h e w i s d o m a n d p o w e r of G o d w i l l b e 
g i v e n t o t h e w i l l i n g a n d f a i t h f u l . 

T h e b r e t h r e n i n h a v e b e e n w i l l -
i ng t o g i v e of t h e i r m e a n s f o r t h e v a r i o u s 
e n t e r p r i s e s ; b u t t h e y h a v e w i t h h e l d t h e m -
selves. T h e y h a v e n o t s a i d , H e r e a m I , 
Lord , s e n d m e . I t i s n o t t h e s t r e n g t h of 
h u m a n i n s t r u m e n t s ; b u t t h e p o w e r a n d 
w i s d o m of H i m w h o e m p l o y s t h e m , a n d 
w o r k s w i t h t h e m , t h a t m a k e s t h e m s u c c e s s -
f u l i n d o i n g t h e w o r k t h a t i s n e c e s s a r y t o 
be d o n e . T h e o f f e r i n g of o u r g o o d s t o t h e 
P o s s e s s o r of H e a v e n a n d e a r t h , w h i l e w e 
w i t h h o l d o u r s e l v e s , c a n n o t m e e t h i s a p p r o -
b a t i o n , o r s e c u r e h i s b l e s s i n g . T h e r e m u s t 
be i n t h e h e a r t s of t h e b r e t h r e n a n d s i s t e r s 

i n a p r i n c i p l e t o y i e l d a l l , e v e n 
t h e m s e l v e s , u p o n t h e a l t a r o f G o d . 

M e n a r e n e e d e d w h o c a n a n d w i l l t a k e 
b u r d e n s a n d b e a r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n B a t t l e 
C r e e k . T h e c a l l h a s b e e n g i v e n , t i m e a n d 
aga in , b u t h a r d l y a r e s p o n s e h a s b e e n m a d e . 
S o m e w o u l d h a v e a n s w e r e d t h e call , i f t h e i r 
w o r l d l y i n t e r e s t s w o u l d h a v e b e e n a d v a n c e d 
b y so d o i n g . B u t a s t h e r e w a s n o p r o s p e c t 
of i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r m e a n s b y c o m i n g t o 
B a t t l e C r e e k , t h e y c o u l d s ee n o d u t y t o 
come. T o o b e y i s b e t t e r t h a n sac r i f i ce . 
A n d w i t h o u t o b e d i e n t a n d u n s e l f i s h l o v e , 
t h e richest o f f e r i n g s a r e t o o m e a g e r t o b e 
p r e s e n t e d t o t h e P o s s e s s o r of a l l t h i n g s . 

G o d ca l l s u p o n b r e t h r e n a n d s i s t e r s i n 
t o a r i s e , a n d c o m e u p t o t h e h e l p o f 

t h e L o r d , t o t h e h e l p of t h e L o r d a g a i n s t 
6 
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t h e m i g h t y . T h e r e a s o n t h e r e is s o l i t t l e 
s t r e n g t h a m o n g t h o s e w h o p r o f e s s t h e t r u t h 
is, t h e y d o n o t e x e r c i s e t h e a b i l i t y G o d h a s 
g i v e n t h e m . V e r y m a n y h a v e w r a p p e d u p 
t h e i r t a l e n t i n a n a p k i n , a n d h i d i t i n t h e 
e a r t h . I t i s b y u s i n g t h e t a l e n t s t h a t t h e y 
i n c r e a s e . G o d w i l l t e s t a n d p r o v e h i s peo -
p le . Bro . a n d s i s t e r h a v e b e e n 
f a i t h f u l b u r d e n - b e a r e r s i n t h e c a u s e of God, 
a n d n o w t h e i r c h i l d r e n s h o u l d n o t s t a n d 
b a c k , a n d l e t t h e b u r d e n s r e s t so h e a v i l y 
u p o n t h e m . I t i s t i m e t h a t t h e p o w e r s of 
t h e i r less w o r n m i n d s s h o u l d n o w b e e x -
e r c i s e d , a n d t h e y w o r k m o r e e s p e c i a l l y i n 
t h e i r M a s t e r ' s v i n e y a r d . 

S o m e of t h e b r e t h r e n a n d s i s t e r s i n N e w 
Y o r k h a v e f e l t a n x i o u s t h a t B r o . a n d s i s t e r 

, e s p e c i a l l y s i s t e r , s h o u l d b e e n -
c o u r a g e d t o l a b o r a m o n g t h e c h u r c h e s . 
B u t t h i s i s t h e w r o n g p l a c e f o r t h e m t o 
p r o v e t h e m s e l v e s . I f G o d h a s i n d e e d l a i d 
u p o n t h e m t f rb b u r d e n o f l a b o r , i t i s n o t 
f o r t h e c h u r c h e s ; f o r t h e y a r e g e n e r a l l y i n 
a d v a n c e of t h e m . 

T h e r e is a w o r l d b e f o r e B r o . a n d s i s t e r 
, l y i n g i n w i c k e d n e s s . T h e i r field i s a 

l a r g e one. T h e y h a v e p l e n t y of r o o m t o 
t r y t h e i r g i f t s a n d t e s t t h e i r c a l l i n g w i t h -
o u t e n t e r i n g i n t o o t h e r m e n ' s l a b o r s , a n d 
b u i l d i n g u p o n a f o u n d a t i o n t h e y h a v e n o t 
l a i d . Bro . a n d s i s t e r h a v e b e e n v e r y 
s l o w t o o b t a i n a n e x p e r i e n c e i n s e l f -den i a l . 

T h e y h a v e b e e n s l o w t o c o m e u p t o h e a l t h 
r e fo rm i n a l l i t s b r a n c h e s . T h e c h u r c h e s 
are i n a d v a n c e of t h e m i n t h e d e n i a l of 
a p p e t i t e . T h e r e f o r e t h e y c a n n o t b e a b e n -

, efit t o t h e c h u r c h e s i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n , b u t 
r a t h e r a h i n d r a n c e . 

Bro . h a s n o t b e e n a b l e s s i n g t o t h e 
c h u r c h i n R o o s e v e l t , b u t a g r e a t b u r d e n . 
H e h a s s t o o d d i r e c t l y i n t h e w a y of t h e i r 
a d v a n c e m e n t . H e h a s n o t b e e n i n a c o n -
d i t i on t o h e l p t h e c h u r c h w h e n a n d w h e r e 
t h e y n e e d e d h e l p t h e m o s t . H e h a s n o t 
c o r r e c t l y r e p r e s e n t e d o u r f a i t h . H i s c o n -
v e r s a t i o n a n d l i f e h a v e n o t b e e n u n t o h o l i -

} ness. H e h a s b e e n f a r b e h i n d , n o t r e a d y 
or w i l l i n g t o d i s c e r n t h e l e a d i n g s of G o d ' s 
p r o v i d e n c e . H e h a s s t o o d i n t h e w a y of 
s inne r s . H e h a s n o t b e e n i n t h a t p o s i t i o n 
w h e r e h i s i n f l u e n c e w o u l d r e c o m m e n d o u r 
f a i t h t o u n b e l i e v e r s . 

H i s e x a m p l e h a s b e e n a h i n d r a n c e t o 
t h e c h u r c h , a n d t o h i s u n b e l i e v i n g n e i g h -
bors . I f B r o . h a d b e e n w h o l l y c o n -
s e c r a t e d t o G o d , h i s w o r k s w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
f r u i t f u l a n d p r o d u c t i v e of m u c h g o o d . 

\ B u t t h a t w h i c h m o r e e s p e c i a l l y ' d i s t i n -
g u i s h e s G o d ' s p e o p l e f r o m t h e p o p u l a r r e -
l ig ious b o d i e s i s n o t t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l o n e , 
b u t t h e i r e x e m p l a r y c h a r a c t e r , a n d t h e i r 
p r i n c i p l e s of u n s e l f i s h love . T h e p o w e r f u l 
and p u r i f y i n g i n f l u e n c e of t h e S p i r i t o f 
G o d u p u n t h e h e a r t , c a r r i e d o u t i n w o r d s 
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a n d w o r k s , s e p a r a t e s t h e m f r o m t h e wor ld , 
a n d d e s i g n a t e s t h e m a s G o d ' s p e c u l i a r peo-
p l e . T h e c h a r a c t e r a n d d i s p o s i t i o n of 
C h r i s t ' s f o l l o w e r s w i l l b e l i k e t h e M a s t e r . 
H e i s t h e p a t t e r n , t h e h o l y a n d p e r f e c t ex-
a m p l e g i v e n f o r C h r i s t i a n s t o i m i t a t e . T h e 
t r u e f o l l o w e r s of C h r i s t w i l l l o v e t h e i r 
b r e t h r e n a n d h e i n h a r m o n y w i t h t h e m . 
T h e y w i l l l o v e t h e i r n e i g h b o r s , a s C h r i s t 
h a s g i v e n t h e m a n e x a m p l e , a n d w i l l m a k e 
a n y s ac r i f i c e i f t h e y c a n b y so d o i n g pe r -
s u a d e s o u l s t o l e a v e t h e i r s i n s a n d b e con-
v e r t e d t o t h e t r u t h . 

T h e t r u t h , d e e p l y r o o t e d i n t h e h e a r t of 
b e l i e v e r s , w i l l s p r i n g u p a n d b e a r f r u i t u n t o 
righteousness. T h e i r w o r d s a n d w o r k s are 
t h e c h a n n e l s t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e p u r e p r i n -
c i p l e s of t r u t h a n d h o l i n e s s a r e c o n v e y e d 
t o t h e w o r l d . E s p e c i a l b l e s s i n g s a n d p r i v -
i l e g e s a r e f o r t h o s e w h o l o v e t h e t r u t h , a n d 
w a l k a c c o r d i n g t o t h e l i g h t t h e y h a v e re-
c e i v e d . I f t h e y n e g l e c t t o d o t h i s , t h e i r 
l i g h t w i l l b e c o m e d a r k n e s s . W h e n t h e 
p e o p l e of G o d b e c o m e se l f - su f f i c i en t , t h e 
L o r d l e a v e s t h e m t o t h e i r o w n w i s d o m . 
M e r c y a n d t r u t h a r e p r o m i s e d t o t h e h u m -
b l e i n h e a r t , t h e o b e d i e n t a n d f a i t h f u l . 

B r o . h a s s t o o d i n t h e w a y o f his 
c h i l d r e n . I f h e h a d b e e n c o n s e c r a t e d to 
G o d , h i s h e a r t i n t h e w o r k , a n d l i v i n g o u t 
t h e t r u t h h e p r o f e s s e d , h e w o u l d h a v e f e l t 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e of c o m m a n d i n g h i s h o u s e -
h o l d a f t e r h i m , a s d i d f a i t h f u l A b r a h a m . 

T h e l a c k of h a r m o n y a n d l o v e b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o b r o t h e r s i s a r e p r o a c h t o t h e 
cause of G o d . B o t h a r e a t f a u l t . B o t h 
have a w o r k t o d o i n s u b d u i n g sel f a n d 
c u l t i v a t i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n g r a c e s . G o d i s 
d i s h o n o r e d b y t h e i r d i s s e n s i o n s , a n d I d o 
no t go t o o f a r w h e n I s a y h a t r e d , t h a t e x -
ists b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o n a t u r a l b r o t h e r s . 
Bro. A . i s g r e a t l y a t f a u l t . H e h a s 
c h e r i s h e d f e e l i n g s t h a t h a v e n o t b e e n i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e w i l l of G o d . H e k n o w s 
t h e p e c u l i a r i t i e s o f h i s b r o t h e r , t h a t 
he h a s a f r e t f u l , u n h a p p y t e m p e r a m e n t . 
F r e q u e n t l y , h e c a n n o t see g o o d w h e n i t l i e s 
d i r e c t l y i n h i s p a t h . H e s e e s o n l y e v i l , 

' a n d b e c o m e s d i s c o u r a g e d v e r y e a s i l y . S a -
t a n m a g n i f i e s a m o l e h i l l i n t o a m o u n t a i n 
be fo re h i m . A l l t h i n g s c o n s i d e r e d , M. 

h a s p u r s u e d i n m a n y t h i n g s a c o u r s e 
less c e n s u r a b l e , b e c a u s e l e s s i n j u r i o u s t o 
t h e c a u s e of p r e s e n t t r u t h . 

T h e s e n a t u r a l b r o t h e r s m u s t b e r e c o n -
ciled f u l l y t o e a c h o t h e r b e f o r e t h e y c a n 
l i f t t h e r e p r o a c h f r o m t h e c a u s e of G o d t h a t 
t h e n d i s u n i o n s h a v e c a u s e d . " I n t h i s t h e 

* c h i l d r e n of G o d a r e m a n i f e s t , a n d t h e c h i l -
d r e n of t h e d e v i l ; w h o s o e v e r d o e t h n o t 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s , i s n o t of G o d , n e i t h e r h e t h a t 
l o v e t h n o t h i s b r o t h e r . H e t h a t s a i t h h e 
is i n t h e l i g h t a n d h a t e t h h i s b r o t h e r , i s i n 
d a r k n e s s e v e n u n t i l n o w . " T h o s e w h o l a -
b o r f o r G o d s h o u l d b e c l e a n v e s s e l s , s a n c t i -



100 

tied t o t h e M a s t e r ' s u se . " B e y e c l e a n t h a t 
b e a r t h e v e s s e l s o f t h e L o r d . " " I f a m a n 
s ay , I love G o d , a n d h a t e t h h i s b r o t h e r , h e 
is a l i a r ; f o r h e t h a t l o v e t h n o t h i s b r o t h e r 
w h o m h e h a t h s e e n , h o w c a n h e l o v e G o d 
w h o m h e h a t h n o t s e e n ? A n d t h i s c o m -
m a n d m e n t h a v e w e f r o m h i m , T h a t h e w h o 
l o v e t h God l o v e h i s b r o t h e r a l so . " 

T h e e m b a s s a d o r s of C h r i s t h a v e a r e -
s p o n s i b l e a n d s a c r e d w o r k b e f o r e t h e m . 
T h e y a r e s a v o r s of l i f e u n t o l i fe , or of d e a t h 
u n t o d e a t h . T h e i r i n f l u e n c e d e c i d e s t h e 
d e s t i n y of s o u l s f o r w h o m C h r i s t d i e d . 
B r o . a n d s i s t e r b o t h l a c k e x p e r i e n c e . 
T h e i r l i fe h a s n o t b e e n u n t o h o l i n e s s . 
T h e y h a v e n o t h a d a d e e p a n d t h o r o u g h 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e d i v i n e w i l l . T h e y h a v e 
n o t b e e n s t e a d i l y a d v a n c i n g o n w a r d a n d 
u p w a r d i n t h e d i v i n e l i fe , so t h a t t h e i r e x -
p e r i e n c e c o u l d b e of v a l u e t o t h e c h u r c h . 
T h e i r course h a s b u r d e n e d t h e c h u r c h n o t 
a l i t t l e . 

S i s t e r ' p a s t l i f e h a s n o t b e e n of 
t h a t c h a r a c t e r t h a t h e r e x p e r i e n c e c o u l d 
b e a b l e s s i n g t o o t h e r s . S h e h a s n o t l i v e d 
u p t o h e r c o n v i c t i o n s of c o n s c i e n c e . Hex-
c o n s c i e n c e h a s b e e n t o o m a n y t i m e s v i o -
l a t e d . S h e h a s b e e n a p l e a s u r e s e e k e r , 
a n d g i v e n h e r l i f e t o v a n i t y , f r ivol i t ies , ' 
a n d f a s h i o n , i n f a c e of t h e l i g h t of t r u t h 
w h i c h h a s s h o n e u p o n h e r p a t h w a y . S h e 
k n e w t h e w a y , b u t n e g l e c t e d t o w a l k i n i t . 
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T h e L o r d g a v e s i s t e r a t e s t i m o n y of 
w a r n i n g a n d r e p r o o f . S h e b e l i e v e d t h e 
t e s t i m o n y , a n d s e p a r a t e d h e r s e l f f r o m t h a t 
class w h o w e r e l o v e r s of p l e a s u r e s m o r e 
t h a n l o v e r s of G o d . T h e n , a s s h e v i e w e d 
h e r p a s t l i fe , so f u l l o f w r o n g s a n d n e g l e c t , 
she g a v e u p t o u n b e l i e f a n d s t o l i d g l o o m . 
D e s p a i r s p r e a d i t s d a r k w i n g s o v e r h e r . 

H e r m a r r i a g e w i t h B r o . c h a n g e d t h e 
o rde r of t h i n g s s o m e w h a t . A t t i m e s s i n c e 
she h a s b e e n v e r y g l o o m y a n d d e s p o n d i n g . 

S i s t e r h a s a g o o d k n o w l e d g e of t h e 
p r o p h e c i e s , a n d c a n t r a c e t h e m a n d s p e a k 
u p o n t h e m v e r y r e a d i l y . S o m e of t h e 
b r e t h r e n a n d s i s t e r s h a v e b e e n a n x i o u s t o 
u r g e o u t B r o . a n d s i s t e r a s a c t i v e l a -
bo re r s . B u t t h e r e i s d a n g e r of B r o . a n d 
s i s t e r w o r k i n g f r o m a w r o n g s t a n d -
p o i n t . S h e h a s r e c e i v e d t h e a d v a n t a g e s of 
e d u c a t i o n s u p e r i o r t o m a n y b y w h o m s h e 
is s u r r o u n d e d . A s s i s t e r h a s l a b o r e d 
p u b l i c l y , s h e h a s d e p e n d e d u p o n h e r o w n 
s t r e n g t h m o r e t h a n u p o n t h e S p i r i t of G o d . 
S h e h a s h a d a s p i r i t o f l o f t y i n d e p e n d e n c e , 
a n d h a s t h o u g h t s h e w a s q u a l i f i e d t o t e a c h 
r a t h e r t h a n t o b e t a u g h t . S i s t e r , w i t h 
h e r l a c k of e x p e r i e n c e i n s p i r i t u a l t h i n g s , 
is u n p r e p a r e d t o l a b o r a m o n g t h e c h u r c h e s 
S h e h a s n o t t h e d i s c e r n m e n t a n d s p i r i t u a l 
s t r e n g t h n e c e s s a r y t o b u i l d t h e m u p . I f 
t h e y s h o u l d e n g a g e i n t h i s w o r k a t a l l 
t h e y s h o u l d c o m m e n c e i n t h e c h u r c h a t 
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R o o s e v e l t , b y e x e r t i n g a g o o d i n f l u e n c e 
t h e r e . T h e i r w o r k s h o u l d b e w h e r e t h e 
w o r k m o s t n e e d s t o b e d o n e . 

T h e r e i s w o r k t o b e d o n e i n n e w fields 
o i n n e r s n e e d t o b e w a r n e d w h o n e v e r h a v e 
h e a r d t h e w a r n i n g m e s s a g e . H e r e , Bro . 
a n d s i s t e r h a v e a m p l e r o o m t o ' w o r k 
a n d p r o v e t h e i r c a l l i n g . N o o n e s h o u l d 
h i n d e r t h e m i n t h e i r e f f o r t i n n e w fields. 
T h e r e a r e s i n n e r s t o s a v e i n e v e r y d i r e c -
t i o n . B u t s o m e m i n i s t e r s a r e i n c l i n e d t o 
g o o v e r a n d o v e r t h e s a m e g r o u n d a m o n g 
t h e c h u r c h e s , w h e n t h e i r l a b o r s c a n n o t 
h e l p t h e m , a n d t h e i r t i m e i s w a s t e d . 

W e w o u l d w i s h a l l t h e L o r d ' s s e r v a n t s 
were l a b o r e r s . T h i s w o r k s h o u l d n o t b e 
c o n f i n e d a l o n e t o t h e m i n i s t e r s b u t b r e t h -
r e n w h o h a v e t h e t r u t h i n t h e i r h e a r t s 
a n d h a v e e x e r t e d a g o o d i n f l u e n c e a t h o m e ! 
s h o u l d f e e l t h a t a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y r e s t s u p o n 
t h e m of d e v o t i n g a p a r t of t h e i r t i m e t o 
g o o u t a m o n g t h e i r n e i g h b o r s , a n d i n a d -
jo ining towns , t o be missionar ies for God 
i h e y s h o u l d c a r r y t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s , a n d e n -
g a g e i n c o n v e r s a t i o n , a n d , i n t h e s p i r i t of 
C h r i s t , p r a y w i t h a n d f o r t h o s e w h o m t h e y 
v i s i t . T h i s is t h e w o r k t h a t w i l l a r o u s e a 
s p i r i t o f r e f o r m a t i o n a n d i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

T h e L o r d h a s b e e n f o r y e a r s c a l l i n g t h e 
a t t e n t i o n of h i s p e o p l e t o h e a l t h r e f o r m 
I h i s i s o n e of t h e g r e a t b r a n c h e s of t h e 
w o r k of p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e c o m i n g of t h e 
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Son of M a n . J o h n t h e B a p t i s t w e n t f o r t h 
in t h e s p i r i t a n d p o w e r of E l i j a h t o p r e p a r e 
t h e w a y of t h e L o r d , a n d t u r n t h e p e o p l e 
to t h e w i s d o m of t h e j u s t . H e w a s a r e p -
r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h o s e l i v i n g i n t h e s e l a s t 
d a y s t o w h o m G o d h a s e n t r u s t e d s a c r e d 
t r u t h s t o p r e s e n t b e f o r e t h e p e o p l e , t o p r e -
p a r e t h e w a y f o r t h e s e c o n d a p p e a r i n g of 
Chr i s t . J o h n w a s a r e f o r m e r . T h e a n g e l 
Gabr i e l , d i r e c t f r o m H e a v e n , g a v e a d i s -
course u p o n h e a l t h r e f o r m t o t h e f a t h e r 
a n d m o t h e r of J o h n . H e s a i d h e s h o u l d 
n o t d r i n k w i n e o r s t r o n g d r i n k , a n d s h o u l d 
he filled w i t h t h e H o l y G h o s t f r o m h i s 
b i r t h . 

J o h n s e p a r a t e d h i m s e l f f r o m f r i e n d s , a n d 
f r o m t h e l u x u r i e s of l i fe . T h e s i m p l i c i t y 
of h i s d r e s s , a g a r m e n t w o v e n of c a m e l ' s h a i r , 
w a s a s t a n d i n g r e b u k e t o t h e e x t r a v a g a n c e 
a n d d i s p l a y of t h e J e w i s h p r i e s t s , a n d of 
t h e p e o p l e g e n e r a l l y . H i s d i e t , p u r e l y 
v e g e t a b l e , of l o c u s t s a n d w i l d h o n e y , w a s a 
r e b u k e t o t h e i n d u l g e n c e of a p p e t i t e , a n d 
t h e g l u t t o n y t h a t p r e v a i l e d e v e r y w h e r e . 
T h e p r o p h e t M a l a c h i d e c l a r e s , " B e h o l d , I 
w i l l s e n d y o u E l i j a h t h e p r o p h e t b e f o r e t h e 
c o m i n g of t h e . g r e a t a n d d r e a d f u l d a y of t h e 
L o r d , ° a n d h e s h a l l t u r n t h e h e a r t of t h e 
f a t h e r s t o t h e c h i l d r e n , a n d t h e h e a r t of 
c h i l d r e n t o t h e i r f a t h e r s . " H e r e t h e p r o p h e t 
d e s c r i b e s t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e w o r k . T h o s e 
w h o a r e t o p r e p a r e t h e w a y f o r t h e s e c o n d 
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c o i n i n g of C h r i s t a r e r e p r e s e n t e d b y f a i t h -
f u l E l i j a h , a s J o h n c a m e i n t h e s p i r i t of 
E l i j a h t o p r e p a r e t h e w a y f o r h i s first a d -
v e n t . T h e g r e a t s u b j e c t o f r e f o r m is t o b e 
a g i t a t e d , a n d t h e p u b l i c m i n d is t o b e 
s t i r r e d . T e m p e r a n c e i n a l l t h i n g s i s t o b e ) 
c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e m e s s a g e , t o t u r n t h e 
p e o p l e of G o d f r o m t h e i r i d o l a t r y , t h e i r 
g l u t t o n y , t h e i r e x t r a v a g a n c e i n d r e s s a n d 
o t h e r t h i n g s . 

T h e se l f -den ia l , h u m i l i t y , a n d t e m p e r -
ance , r e q u i r e d of t h e r i g h t e o u s , w h o m G o d 
h a s e s p e c i a l l y l e d a n d b l e s s e d , i s t o b e p r e -
s e n t e d t o t h e m i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e e x t r a v a -
g a n t , h e a l t h - d e s t r o y i n g h a b i t s o f t h e p e o -
p l e w h o l ive i n t h i s d e g e n e r a t e age . G o d * 
h a s s h o w n t h a t h e a l t h r e f o r m is a s c lose ly 
c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e t h i r d a n g e l ' s m e s s a g e 
a s t h e h a n d is u n i t e d t o t h e b o d y . A n d 
t h e r e i s n o w h e r e t o b e f o u n d so g r e a t a 
c a u s e of p h y s i c a l a n d m o r a l d e g e n e r a c y , 
a s a n e g l e c t o f t h i s i m p o r t a n t s u b j e c t ! 
T h o s e w h o a r e i n d u l g i n g t h e i r a p p e t i t e 
a n d pa s s ions , a n d c lo se t h e i r e y e s t o t h e 
l i g h t f o r f e a r t h e y s h a l l s ee s i n f u l i n d u l g -
ences w h i c h t h e y a r e u n w i l l i n g t o f o r s a k e , 
a r e g u i l t y b e f o r e G o d . W h o e v e r t u r n s 
f r o m t h e l i g h t i n o n e i n s t a n c e h a r d e n s 
h i s h e a r t to d i s r e g a r d t h e l i g h t i n o t h e r 
m a t t e r s . W h o e v e r v i o l a t e s m o r a l o b -

l i g a t i o n s i n t h e m a t t e r o f e a t i n g a n d 
d r e s s i n g , p r e p a r e s t h e w a y t o v i o l a t e t h e 

c la ims of G o d i n r e g a r d t o e t e r n a l i n -
te res t s . O u r b o d i e s a r e n o t o u r o w n . G o d 
has c l a i m s u p o n u s t o t a k e c a r e of t h e h a b -
i t a t i o n h e h a s g i v e n u s , t h a t w e m a y p r e -
sen t o u r b o d i e s t o h i m a l i v i n g sac r i f i ce , 
ho ly a n d a c c e p t a b l e . O u r b o d i e s b e l o n g 
t o h i m w h o m a d e t h e m , a n d w e a r e i n d u t y 
b o u n d t o b e c o m e i n t e l l i g e n t i n r e g a r d t o 
t h e b e s t m e a n s of p r e s e r v i n g t h e h a b i t a -
t i o n h e h a s g i v e n u s f r o m d e c a y . I f w e 
e n f e e b l e t h e b o d y b y s e l f - g r a t i f i c a t i o n , b y 
i n d u l g i n g t h e a p p e t i t e , a n d b y d r e s s i n g m 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h h e a l t h - d e s t r o y i n g f a s h i o n s , 
i n o r d e r t o b e i n h a r m o n y w i t h t h e w o r l d , 
w e b e c o m e e n e m i e s of G o d . 

B r o . a n d s i s t e r h a v e n o t a p p r e -
c i a t e d t h e l i g h t u p o n h e a l t h r e f o r m . T h e y 
h a v e n o t s e e n a p l a c e f o r i t i n c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h t h e t h i r d m e s s a g e . P r o v i d e n c e h a s 
b e e n l e a d i n g t h e p e o p l e of G o d o u t f r o m 
t h e e x t r a v a g a n t h a b i t s of t h e w o r l d , a w a y 
f r o m t h e i n d u l g e n c e of a p p e t i t e a n d p a s -
sion, u p o n t h e p l a t f o r m of s e l f - d e n i a l a n d 
t e m p e r a n c e i n a l l t h i n g s . T h e p e o p l e 
w h o m G o d i s l e a d i n g w i l l b e p e c u l i a r . T h e y 
w i n n o t b e l i k e t h e w o r l d . I f t h e y w i l l 
f o l l o w t h e l e a d i n g s of G o d , t h e y w i l l ac -
c o m p l i s h h i s p u r p o s e s , a n d w i l l y i e l d t h e i r 
w i l l t o t h e w i l l of G o d . C h r i s t w i l l 
d w e l l i n t h e h e a r t . T h e t e m p l e of G o d 
wi l l b e h o l y . Y o u r b o d y , s a y s t h e a p o s t l e , 
is t h e t e m p l e of t h e H o l y G h o s t , G o d 
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d o e s n o t r e q u i r e h i s c h i l d r e n t o d e n y t h e m -
s e l v e s t o t h e i n j u r y of t h e p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h . 
H e r e q u i r e s of t h e m t o o b e y n a t u r a l l a w , 
t o p r e s e r v e p h y s i c a l h e a l t h . N a t u r e ' s p a t h 
i s t h e r o a d h e m a r k s o u t , a n d i t is b r o a d 
e n o u g h f o r a n y C h r i s t i a n . G o d ha s , w i t h 
a l a v i s h h a n d , p r o v i d e d u s w i t h r i c h a n d 
v a r i e d b o u n t i e s f o r o u r s u s t e n a n c e a n d e n -
j o y m e n t . I n o r d e r f o r u s t o e n j o y t h e 
n a t u r a l a p p e t i t e w h i c h w i l l p r e s e r v e h e a l t h 
a n d p r o l o n g l i fe , h e r e s t r i c t s t h e a p p e t i t e . 
H e s a y s , B e w a r e , r e s t r a i n , d e n y , u n n a t u r a l 
a p p e t i t e . I f w e c r e a t e a p e r v e r t e d a p p e -
t i t e , w e v i o l a t e t h e l a w s of o u r b e i n g , a n d 
t a k e ^ u p o n o u r s e l v e s t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 
a b u s i n g o u r bod ies , a n d of b r i n g i n g d i s ea se 
u p o n o u r s e l v e s . 

T h e s p i r i t a n d p o w e r of E l i j a h h a v e b e e n 
s t i r r i n g h e a r t s t o r e f o r m , a n d d i r e c t i n g 
t h e m t o t h e w i s d o m o f t h e j u s t , Bro . a n d 
s i s t e r h a v e n o t b e e n c o n v e r t e d t o t h e 
h e a l t h r e f o r m , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e a m o u n t 
of e v i d e n c e G o d h a s g i v e n u p o n t h i s s u b -
j e c t . _ S e l f - d e n i a l i s e s s e n t i a l t o g e n u i n e 
r e l i g i o n . T h o s e w h o h a v e n o t l e a r n e d t o 
d e n y t h e m s e l v e s a r e d e s t i t u t e of v i t a l , 
p r a c t i c a l g o d l i n e s s . W e c a n n o t e x p e c t 
a n y t h i n g e l se b u t t h a t t h e c l a i m s of r e l i g -
i o n w i l l c o m e i n c o n t a c t w i t h t h e n a t u r a l 
a f f e c t i o n s a n d . w o r l d l y i n t e r e s t . T h e i e i s 
w o r k i n t h e v i n e y a r d of t h e L o r d f o r a l l 
a n d e v e r y o n e t o do. N o n e s h o u l d b e i d l e . 
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A n g e l s of G o d a r e a l l a s t i r , a s c e n d i n g t o 
H e a v e n , a n d d e s c e n d i n g t o e a r t h a g a i n 
w i t h m e s s a g e s of m e r c y a n d w a r n i n g . 
T h e h e a v e n l y m e s s e n g e r s a r e m o v i n g u p o n 
m i n d s a n d h e a r t s . T h e r e a r e m e n a n d 
w o m e n w h o s e h e a r t s a r e s u s c e p t i b l e of b e i n g 
i n s p i r e d w i t h t h e t r u t h , e v e r y w h e r e . I f 
m e n a n d w o m e n w h o h a v e a k n o w l e d g e o t 
t h e t r u t h w o u l d n o w w o r k i n u n i s o n w i t h 
t h e S p i r i t of G o d , w e s h o u l d s ee a g r e a t 
w o r k a c c o m p l i s h e d . . 
• N e w f i e l d s a r e o p e n f o r a l l t o t e s t t h e i r 
ca l l ing b y e x p e r i m e n t a l e f f o r t , a n d i n b r i n g -
i n g o u t s o u l s f r o m d a r k n e s s a n d e r r o r , a n d 
e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e m u p o n t h e p l a t f o r m of 
e t e r n a l t r u t h . I f B r o . a n d s i s t e r — - f e e l 
t h a t G o d h a s c a l l e d t h e m t o e n g a g e m h i s 
w o r k , t h e y h a v e e n o u g h t o d o t o ca l l s i n -
n e r s t o r e p e n t a n c e . I n o r d e r t o h a v e G o d 
w o r k i n g i n t h e m , a n d b y t h e m , t h e y n e e d 
a t h o r o u g h c o n v e r s i o n . T h e w o r k of f i t -

' t i n a a p e o p l e i n t h e s e l a s t d a y s f o r t h e 
c o m i n g of C h r i s t , i s a m o s t s a c r e d , s o l e m n 
w o r k a n d ca l l s f o r d e v o t e d , u n s e l f i s h l a b o r -
ers. T h o s e w h o h a v e h u m i l i t y , f a i t h e n -
e r g y p e r s e v e r a n c e , a n d d e c i s i o n , w i l l find 
p l e n t y t o d o i n t h e i r M a s t e r ' s v i n e y a r d 
T h e r e a r e r e s p o n s i b l e d u t i e s t o b e p e r f o r m e d 
w h i c h r e q u i r e e a r n e s t n e s s , a n d e x e r t i o n of 
a l l t h e i r e n e r g i e s . I t i s t h e w i l l i n g s e r v i c e 
G o d a c c e p t s . I f t h e t r u t h w e p r o f e s s i s of 
such i n f i n i t e i m p o r t a n c e a s t o d e c i d e t h e 
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d e s t i n y of sou ls , h o w c a r e f u l s h o u l d w e b e 
i n i t s p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

T h e p a t h of t h e j u s t is a s t h e s h i n i n g 
l i g h t , t h a t s l i i n e t h m o r e a n d m o r e u n t o t h e 
p e r f e c t d a y . " B r o . a n d s i s t e r , i f y o u 
h a d w a l k e d i n t h e l i g h t a s i t h a s s h o n e 
u p o n y o u r p a t h w a y , h a d y o u b e e n d r a w i n g 
n e a r e r a n d c lo se r t o God , s t e a d f a s t l y b e l i e v -
i n g t h e t r u t h , a n d w a l k i n g h u m b l y b e f o r e 
G o d i n t h e l i g h t h e h a s g i v e n , y o u w o u l d 
n o w h a v e a n e x p e r i e n c e t h a t w o u l d b e . of 
i n e s t i m a b l e v a l u e . H a d y o u i m p r o v e d t h e 
t a l e n t s l e n t y o u o f G o d , y o u w o u l d h a v e 
s h o n e a s l i g h t s i n t h e w o r l d . B u t l i g h t 
b e c o m e s d a r k n e s s t o a l l t h o s e w h o w i l l n o t 
w a l k i n i t . I n o r d e r t o b e a c c e p t e d a n d 
b l e s s e d of G o d a s o u r f a t h e r s w e r e , w e m u s t 
b e f a i t h f u l , a s t h e y w e r e f a i t h f u l . W e m u s t 
i m p r o v e o u r l i g h t a s t h e a n c i e n t f a i t h f u l 
p r o p h e t s i m p r o v e d t h e i r s . G o d r e q u i r e s 
of u s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e g r a c e h e h a s b e -
s t o w e d u p o n u s . H e w i l l n o t a c c e p t less 
t h a n h e c la ims . A l l h i s r i g h t e o u s d e m a n d s 
m u s t b e f u l l y m e t . I n o r d e r f o r u s t o m e e t 
o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , w e m u s t s t a n d o n t h a t 
e l e v a t e d g r o u n d t h a t t h e o r d e r a n d a d -
v a n c e m e n t of h o l y , s a c r e d t r u t h h a s p r e -
p a r e d f o r us . 

Bro . C. B. f a i l s t o r e a l i z e t h e s a n c t i -
f y i n g i n f l u e n c e of t h e t r u t h o f G o d u p o n 
t h e h e a r t . H e i s n o t p a t i e n t , h u m b l e , a n d 
f o r b e a r i n g , as h e s h o u l d be . H e i s e a s i l y 
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s t i r r ed . S e l f a r i s e s , a n d h e s a y s a n d d o e s 
m a n y t h i n g s w i t h o u t d u e r e f l e c t i o n , a n d h e 
does n o t e x e r t a s a v i n g i n f l u e n c e a t a l l 
t imes . I f B r o . w a s i m b u e d w i t h t h e 

, S p i r i t of C h r i s t , h e c o u l d w i t h o n e h a n d 
t a k e h o l d o f t h e M i g h t y O n e , w h i l e w i t h 
t h e h a n d of f a i t h a n d l o v e h e w o u l d r e a c h 
t h e p o o r s i n n e r . B r o . n e e d s t h e p o w -
e r f u l i n f l u e n c e of d i v i n e l ove , fo r t h i s w i l l 
r e n e w a n d r e f i n e t h e h e a r t , s a n c t i f y t h e l i fe , 
a n d e l e v a t e a n d e n n o b l e t h e e n t i r e m a n . 
T h e n h i s w o r d s a n d w o r k s w i l l s a v o r of 
H e a v e n r a t h e r t h a n of h i s o w n s p i r i t . 

I f t h e w o r d s of e t e r n a l l i f e a r e s o w n i n 
X t h e h e a r t , f r u i t w i l l b e p r o d u c e d u n t o r i g h t -

e o u s n e s s a n d p e a c e . A s p i r i t of se l f - su f f i -
c i e n c y a n d s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e m u s t b e o v e r -
c o m e b y y o u , m y d e a r b r o t h e r . Y o u s h o u l d 
c u l t i v a t e a s p i r i t w a l l i n g t o b e i n s t r u c t e d a n d 
c o u n s e l e d . W h a t e v e r o t h e r s m a y s a y o r do , 
y o u s h o u l d s a y , W h a t i s t h a t t o m e ; C h r i s t 
h a s b i d m e f o l l o w h i m . Y o u s h o u l d c u l t i -
v a t e a s p i r i t of meekness .^ Y o u n e e d a n 
e x p e r i e n c e i n g e n u i n e g o d l i n e s s , a n d u n l e s s 
y o u h a v e t h i s , y o u c a n n o t e n g a g e i n t h e 

\ w o r k of G o d u n d e r s t a n d i n g ^ . Y o u r s p i r i t 
m u s t s o f t e n , a n d b e s u b d u e d b y b e i n g 
b r o u g h t i n t o o b e d i e n c e t o t h e w i l l o f C h r i s t . 
Y o u s h o u l d a t a l l t i m e s m a i n t a i n t h e l o w l y 
d i g n i t y of a f o l l o w e r of J e s u s . O u r d e -
p o r t m e n t , o u r w o r d s a n d a c t i o n s , p r e a c h t o 
o t h e r s . W e a r e l i v i n g ep i s t l e s , k n o w n a n d 
r e a d of a l l m e n . 
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Y o u s h o u l d b e c a r e f u l n o t t o p r e a c h t h e 
t r u t h f r o m c o n t e n t i o n o r s t r i f e ; f o r i f y o u 
do, y o u w i l l m o s t a s s u r e d l y t u r n t h e b a t t l e 
a g a i n s t y o u r s e l f , a n d b e f o u n d a d v a n c i n g 
t h e c a u s e of t h e e n e m y , r a t h e r t h a n t h e 
t r u t h of G o d . E v e r y c o n t e s t w h e r e i n y o u 
e n g a g e s h o u l d b e f r o m a s e n s e of d u t y . 
I f y o u m a k e G o d y o u r s t r e n g t h , a n d s u b -
d u e y o u r s e l f , a n d l e t t h e t r u t h b e a r a w a y 
t h e v i c t o r y , t h e d e v i c e s of S a t a n a n d h is 
fiery d a r t s w i l l f a l l u p o n h i m s e l f , a n d y o u 
b e s t r e n g t h e n e d , a n d k e p t from e r r o r , a n d 
g u a r d e d f r o m e v e r y f a l s e w a y . Y o u n e e d 
t o c u l t i v a t e c a u t i o n , a n d n o t r u s h o n i n 
y o u r o w n s t r e n g t h . T h e w o r k i s i m p o r -
t a n t a n d s a c r e d , a n d y o u n e e d g r e a t w i s -
d o m . Y o u s h o u l d c o u n s e l w i t h y o u r b r e t h -
r e n w h o h a v e h a d e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e w o r k . 
B u t , a b o v e e v e r y t h i n g else, y o u s h o u l d o b -
t a i n a t h o r o u g h k n o w l e d g e of y o u r o w n 
w e a k n e s s a n d y o u r d a n g e r s , t h a t y o u m a y 
n o t m a k e s h i p w r e c k o f f a i t h . Y o u s h o u l d 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e w e a k p o i n t s i n y o u r c h a r -
a c t e r . 

W e a r e l i v i n g a m i d t h e p e r i l s o f t h e l a s t 
d a y s , a n d i f w e h a v e a s p i r i t of se l f - suf f i -
c i e n c y a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e , w e s h a l l b e e x -
p o s e d t o t h e w i l e s of S a t a n , a n d b e o v e r -
come . S e l f - i m p o r t a n c e m u s t b e p u t a w a y 
f r o m y o u , a n d y o u b e h i d i n God , d e p e n d -
i n g a l o n e u p o n h i m f o r s t r e n g t h . T h e 
c h u r c h e s d o n o t n e e d y o u r l abo r . I f y o u 
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are c o n s e c r a t e d t o G o d , y o u c a n l a b o r i n 
new fields, a n d G o d w i l l w o r k w i t h y o u . 
P u r i t y of h e a r t a n d l i f e G o d w i l l a c c e p t . 
A n y t h i n g s h o r t of t h i s , h e w i l l n o t r e g a r d , 

k We m u s t s u f f e r w i t h C h r i s t i f w e w o u l d 
reign wi th him. 

Bro. S c o u l d h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d 
good if h e h a d , y e a r s a g o , g i v e n a l l f o r 
Chr is t . H e h a s n o t b e e n s a n c t i f i e d t h r o u g h 
the t r u t h . H i s h e a r t h a s n o t b e e n right 
w i t h G o d . H i s t a l e n t h e h a s h i d i n t h e 
ea r th . W h a t w i l l h e s a y w h o h a s p u t h i s 
t a l e n t s t o a w r o n g u s e w h e n t h e M a s t e r 
shal l r e q u i r e h i m t o g i v e a c c o u n t of h i s 

) s t e w a r d s h i p . B r o . h a s n o t b e e n a n 
hono r t o t h e c a u s e of G o d . I t i s d a n g e r -
ous t o c o n t e n d w i t h t h e p r o v i d e n c e o f G o d , 
and t o b e d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h a l m o s t e v e r y -
th ing , a s t h o u g h t h e r e h a d b e e n a s p e c i a l 
a r r a n g e m e n t of c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o t e m p t 
and d e s t r o y . T h e w o r k of p r u n i n g a n d 
p u r i f y i n g , t o fit u s f o r H e a v e n , i s a g r e a t 
work , a n d w i l l c o s t u s a g r e a t d e a l o f s u f -
fe r ing a n d t r i a l , b e c a u s e o u r w i l l i s n o t 
s u b j e c t e d t o t h e w i l l of C h r i s t . W e m u s t 

1 go t h r o u g h t h e f u r n a c e t i l l t h e fires h a v e 
c o n s u m e d t h e d ros s , a n d w e a r e p u r i f i e d , 
and r e f l e c t t h e d i v i n e i m a g e . T h o s e w h o 
fol low t h e i r i n c l i n a t i o n s a n d a r e g o v e r n e d 
V a p p e a r a n c e s , a r e n o t g o o d j u d g e s of 
w h a t G o d i s d o i n g . T h e y a r e filled w i t h 
d i s c o n t e n t . T h e y s ee f a i l u r e w h e r e t h e r e 

7 
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is indeed triumph, a great loss where there 
is gain; and, like Jacob, they have been 
ready to exclaim, "All these things are 
against me/' when the very things whereof 
they complained were all working together 
for their good. 

No cross, no crown. How can one be 
strong in the Lord without trials. To 
have strength, we must have exercise. To 
have strong faith, we must be placed in 
circumstances where our faith will be 
called forth. The apostle Paul, just be-
fore his martyrdom, exhorted Timothy, 
" Be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 
gospel, according to the power of God." It 
is through much tribulation we enter the 
kingdom of God. Our Saviour was tried 
in every possible way, and yet he tri-
umphed in God continually. It is our 
privilege to be strong in the strength of 
God under all circumstances, and to glory 
in the cross of Christ. 

Epistle Number T w o . 

DEAR SISTER : I n m y v iew of 
Dec. 10, 1871, I saw that some things 
had been great hindrances to your recov-
ery of health. Your peculiar traits of char-
acter have prevented you from receiving 
the good you might have received, and from 

improving in health as you might have im-
proved. You have a special routine you 
go through, and in this you will not be 
turned aside. You have your ideas, which 
you carry out, when frequently these ideas 
are not in harmony with physical law, but 
they are in harmony with your judgment. 

You have a strong mind and set will, 
and you think you understand your own 
case better than any others can, because you 
trace your feelings. You are guided by 
your feelings. You are governed by your 
experience. You have tried this and that 
plan to your entire satisfaction, and you 
have proved that your judgment was best 
to be followed in regard to your own case. 
But what has been your standard ? An-
swer: Your feelings. Now, my sister, what 
has this to do with the real facts in the 
case? But very little. Feelings are a 
poor criterion, especially when under the 
control of a strong imagination and firm 
will. You have a very determined mind, 
and your course is mapped out before you; 
but you do not view your case from a cor-
rect standpoint. Your judgment is not 
safe to be relied upon when it relates to 
your own case. 

I was shown that you had made some 
improvements, but not as many, and as 
fast, and as thorough, as you might; for 
the reason that you take your case in your 
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own hands. This is the reason I wished 
you to come to the Health Institute, that 
you should feel it your duty to be guided 
by the judgment of the more experienced. 
The physicians of the Health Institute un-
derstand the matter of disease, and its 
causes, and the proper treatment of dis-
eases, better than you can; and if you will 
yield willingly your set ideas, and abide by 
their judgment, there is hope of your re-
covery. But if you refuse to do this, I 
see no hope of your becoming what you 
might be with proper treatment. 

You, my sister, as I have before stated, 
rely upon experience. Your experience 
decides you to pursue a certain course. 
But that which many term experience is 
not experience at all, but a course of habit, 
or mere indulgence, blindly, and frequently 
ignorantly, followed, with a firm, set de-
termination, without intelligent thought or 
inquiry relative to the laws and causes at 
work in the accomplishment of the object 
and the result. 

Real experience is a variety of experi-
ments entered into carefully, with the mind 
freed from prejudice, and uncontrolled by 
previously established opinions and hab-
its; marking the results with careful so-
licitude, anxious to learn, improve, and re-
form, on every or any habit, if that habit is 
not in reason with physical and moral law. 
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The idea of others gainsaying what you 
have learned by experience seems to you 
to be folly, and even cruelty itself. But 
there are more errors received and firmly 
retained under the false idea of experience 
than from any other cause, for the reason 
that what is generally termed experience is 
no experience at all, because there has never 
been a fair trial by actual experiment and 
thorough investigation, with a knowledge 
of the principle involved in the action. 

Your experience was shown to me as not 
reliable, because opposed to natural law. 
Your experience is in conflict with the un-
changeable principles of nature. Supersti-
tion, my dear sister, arising from diseased 
imagination, arrays you in conflict with 
science and principle. Which shall be 
yielded ? Your strong prejudices and very 
set ideas in regard to what course was best 
to be pursued relative to yourself, has long 
held you from good. I have understood 
your case for years, but felt incompetent to 
present the matter in that -clear manner 
that you could see and comprehend it, and 
put to a practical use the light given you 

There are many invalids to-day who will 
ever remain so, because they cannot be con-
vinced that their experience is not reliable. 
The brain is the capital of the body, the 
seat of all the nervous forces, and of mental 
action. The nerves proceeding from the 
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brain control the body. By the brain 
nerves mental impressions are conveyed to 
all the nerves of the body as by telegraphic 
wires; and they control the vital action of 
every part of the system. All the organs 
of motion are governed by the communica-
tion they receive from the brain. 

If your mind is impressed and fixed that 
a bath will injure you, the mental impres-
sion is communicated to all the nerves of 
the body. The nerves control the circula-
tion of the blood; therefore the blood is 
through the impression of the mind, con-
fined to the blood-vessels, and the good ef-
fects of the bath are lost, because the blood 
is prevented by the mind and will from 
flowing readily, and from coming to the 
surface and stimulating, arousing, and pro-
moting circulation. For instance, you are 
impressed that if you bathe you will be-
come chilly. The brain sends this intelli-
gence to the nerves of the body, and your 
blood-vessels, held in obedience to your will 
cannot perform their office and you react 
after a bath. There is no reason in science 
or philosophy why an occasional bath, taken 
with studious care, should do you anything 
hut real good. Especially is this the cas? 
where there is but little exercise to keep 
the muscles in action, and to aid the circu-
lation of the blood through the system 
Bathing frees the skin from accumulation 
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of impurities which are constantly collect-
ing keeps the skin moist and supple, there-
by increasing and equalizing the circulation 

Persons in health should on no account 
„ neglect bathing. T h e y should by all means 
/ bathe as often as twice a week. Ihose 

who are not in health have impurities of 
the blood, and the skin is not in a healthy 
condition. The multitude of pores or little 
mouths, through which the body breathes, 
become clogged and filled with waste mat-
ter The skin needs to be carefully and 
thoroughly cleansed, that the pores may do 
their work in freeing the body from impu-

. rities; therefore, feeble persons who are 
) diseased, surely need the advantages and 

blessings of bathing as often as twice a 
week, and frequently even more than this 
is positively necessary. Respiration is 
more free and easy if bathing is practiced, 
whether sick, or well. By bathing the 
muscles become more flexible, the mind and 
body are alike invigorated, the intellect is 
brighter, and every faculty is livelier. The 
bath is a s o o t h e r of nerves. It promotes 

* general p e r s p i r a t i o n , quickens t h e circula-
tion o v e r c o m e s obstructions m t h e system 
and acts b e n e f i c i a l l y o n t h e kidneys and 
urinary organs. Bathing helps the bowels, 
stomach, and fiver, giving energy and new 
life to eaeh. Digestion is promoted by 
bathing, and instead o f the system b e m g 
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weakened, it is strengthened. Instead of 
increasing the liabilities to cold, a bath prop-
erly taken fortifies against cold, because 
the circulation is improved, and the uterine 
organs, which are more or less congested, 
are relieved, for the blood is brought to the 
surface, and a more easy and regular flow 
of the blood through all the blood-vessels 
is obtained. 

Experience is said to be the best teacher. 
Genuine experience is indeed superior to 

. owled^e. But habits and customs 
gird men and women as with iron bands, 
and they are generally justified by. expe-
rience, according to the common under-
standing of experience. Very many have 
abused precious experience. They have 
clung to their injurious habits, which are 
decidedly enfeebling to physical, mental, 
and moral health, and when you seek to 
instruct them, they sanction their course 
by referring to their experience. But 
true experience is in harmony with natural 
law, and science. 

Here is where we have met with the 
greatest difficulties in religious matters. 
The plainest facts may be presented, the 
clearest truths brought before the mind, 
sustained by the word of God, but the ear 
and heart are closed, and the all-convincing 
argument is, my experience. Some will 
say, The Lord has blessed me in believing 
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and doing as I have; therefore, I cannot 
be in error. My experience is clung to, and 
the most elevating, sanctifying truths of the 
Bible are rejected for what they are pleased 
to style experience. Many of the grossest 
habits are cherished, with the plea of ex-
perience. Many fail to reach that phys-
ical, intellectual, and moral improvement it 
is their privilege and duty to attain, because 
they will contend for the reliability and 
safety of their experience, although that 
misjudged experience is opposed to the 
plainest revealed facts. Men and women, 
with constitution and health gone, because 
of their wrong habits and customs, will 
be found recommending their experience, 
which has robbed them of vitality and 
health, as safe for others to follow. Very 
many examples might be given to show 
how men and women have been deceived 
in relying upon their experience. 

The Lord made man upright in the be-
ginning. He was created with a perfectly 
balanced mind. The size and strength of 
the organs of the mind were perfectly de-
veloped. Adam was a perfect type of man. 
Every quality of mind was well propor-
tioned, each having a distinctive office, and 
yet dependent one upon another for the 
full and proper use of any one of them. 
Adam and Eve were permitted to eat of all 
the trees in the garden, save one. The 
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Lord said to the holy pair, In the day that 
ye eat of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, ye shall surely die. Eve was 
beguiled by the serpent to believe that 
God would not do as he said he would. 
Ye shall not surely die, said the serpent. 
Eve ate, and imagined that she felt the 
sensations of a new and more exalted life 
She bore the fruit to her husband, and 
that which had an overpowering influence 
upon him was her experience. The serpent 
had said that she should not die, and she 
felt no ill effects from the fruit which could 
be interpreted to mean death, but just as the 
serpent had said, a pleasurable sensation, 
which she imagined was as the angels felt! 
Her experience stood arrayed against the 
positive command of Jehovah, and Adam 
permitted himself to be seduced by the ex-
perience of his wife. Thus it is with the 
religious world generally. God's express 
commands are transgressed, and because 
" sentence against the evil-doer is not exe-
cuted speedily, the hearts of the sons of 
men are fully set in them to do evil." 

Men and women, in the face of the most 
positive commands of God, will follow 
their own inclination, and then dare to 
pray over the matter, to prevail upon God 
to consent to allow them to go contrary to 
his expressed will. God is not pleased 
with such prayers. Satan comes by their 
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side, as he did to Eve in Eden, and im-
presses them, and they have an exercise of 
mind, and this they relate as a most won-
derful experience which the Lord has given 
them. A true experience will be in per-
fect harmony with natural and divine law. 
False experience will array itself against 
science and the principles of Jehovah. 
The religious world is covered with a pall 
of moral darkness. Superstition and big-
otry control the minds of men and women, 
and blind their judgment so that they do 
not discern their duty to their fellow-men, 
and their duty to yield unquestioned obe-
dience to the will of God. 

Balaam inquired of God if he might 
curse Israel, because in so doing he had the 
promise of great reward. God said, Ye 
shall not go; but he was urged by the 
messengers, and greater inducements were 
presented. Balaam had been shown the 
will of the Lord in this matter, but he was 
so eager for the reward that he ventured 
to ask God the second time. The Lord 
permitted Balaam to go. Then he had a 
wonderful experience; but who would wish 
to be guided by such an experience as that 
of Balaam ? There are those who would 
understand their duty clearly if their duty 
was in harmony with their natural incli-
nations. Circumstances and reason may 
indicate clearly their duty, but when 
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against their natural inclination, these evi-
dences are frequently set aside. Then 
these persons will presume to go to God to 
learn their duty. But God will not be tri-
fled with. He will permit such persons 
to follow the desires of their own hearts. 
Ps. 81:11, 12: " But my people would not 
hearken to my voice; so I gave them up 
unto their own hearts' lust; and they 
walked in their own counsels." 

Those who are desirous to follow a course 
which pleases their fancy, are in danger of 
being left to follow their own inclinations 
supposing them to be the leadings of God's 
Spirit. Some have their duty indicated by 
circumstances and facts sufficiently clear, 
but have, through the solicitations of 
friends, in harmony with their own incli-
nations, been swerved from the path of 
duty, and passed over the clear evidences 
in the case; and, with apparent conscien-
tiousness, they have prayed long and ear-
nestly for light. They have had earnest 
feeling m the matter, and they interpret 
this to be the Spirit of God. But they 
have been deceived. This course has 
grieved the Spirit of God. They had 
light, and in the veiy reason of things 
should have understood their duty; but a 
few pleasing inducements balance their 
mmds in the wrong direction, and they 
urge these before the Lord, and press their 
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case, and the Lord allows them to have 
their own way. They have so strong an 
inclination to follow their own course that 
God permits them to do so, and to suffer 
the results. These imagine they have a 
wonderful experience. 

My dear sister, firmness is a strong and 
controlling influence in your mind. You 
have acquired strength to stand up and 
brace against opposition, and carry through 
difficulties and perplexing enterprises. You 
do not love contention. You are highly 
sensitive, and feel deeply. You are strictly 
conscientious, and your judgment must be 
convinced before you will yield to the 
opinions of others. Had your physical 
health been unimpaired, you would have 
made an eminently useful woman. You 
have long been diseased, and this has af-
fected your imagination so that your 
thoughts have been c o n c e n t r a t e d upon 
yourself, and the imagination has affected 
the body. Your habits have not been good 
in many respects. You have eaten too 
largely, and of a poor quality of food, which 
could not be converted into good blood. 
Your food has not been of the right quan-
tity or quality. You have educated the 
stomach to this manner of diet. This, your 
j u d g m e n t - h a s taught you, was the best, be-
cause you realized the least disturbance 
from it. But this was not a correct expe-
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nence. Your stomach was not receiving 
that vigor that it should from your food 
i our food taken in a liquid state would not 
give healthful vigor or tone to the system 
And when you change this habit, and eat 
more solids and less liquids, your stomach 
will feel disturbed. But notwithstanding 
this you should not yield the point; you 
should educate your stomach to bear a more 
solid diet. You have worn too great an 
amount of clothing, and have debilitated 
the skin by thus doing. You have not 
given your body a chance to breathe. The 
pores of the skin, or little mouths through 
which the body breathes, have become 
closed, and the system has been filled with 
impurities.. 

Your habit of riding out in the open air 
and sunshine has been very beneficial to 
you. Your life out of door has sustained 
you, so that you have the measure of phys-
ical strength that you now enjoy. But you 
have neglected other exercise which was 
even more essential than this. You have 
depended upon your carriage to go even a 
short distance. You have thought if you 
walked even a little way it would injure 
you, and you have felt weary in doing so 
tfut m this your experience is not reliable 

ihe same power of motion you exercise 
in getting in and out of a carriage, in go-
ing up and down stairs, could just as well 

be exercised in walking, and performing 
the ordinary and necessary duties of life. 
You have been very helpless in regard to 
domestic duties. You have not felt that 
you could have care of your husbands 
clothes, or his food. Now, my sister, this 
inability exists more in your imagination 
than in your inability to perform. You 
think it will weary and tax you to do this 
and that; and it does. You have strength 
that if put to a practical and economical 
use would accomplish much good, and make 
you far more useful and happy. You have 
so great a dread of becoming h e l p l e s s that 
you do not exercise the strength the Lord 
has blessed you with. In many things 
you have helped your husband. At the 
same time you have taxed his patience 
and strength. You have felt that he 
did not understand your case when he has 
thought that you could change some of 
your habits, and improve. Your friends 
have felt that you might be more useful m 
your home, and not so helpless. This has 
grieved you. You thought they did not 
understand. Some have unwisely pressed 
their opinion of your case upon you, and 
you have been grieved. You have felt that 
God, in answer to prayer, would help you, 
and you have many times been helped m 
tliis way. But you have not come up to 
the point of physical strength it was your 



privilege to enjoy, because you did not do 
on your part. You have not fully worked 
m union with the Spirit of God. 

God has given you a work to do which 
he does not propose to do for you. You 
should move out, from principle, in harmony 
with natural law, irrespective of feeling 
You should begin to act upon the light 
God has given you. You may not be able 
to do this all at once, but you can do much 
by moving out gradually in faith, believing 
that God will be your helper, and will 
strengthen you to perform. You could 
have exercise in walking, and in perform-
ing duties requiring light labor in your 
family, and not be so dependent upon oth-
ers. The consciousness that you can do 
will give you increased strength. If your 
hands were more employed, and your brain 
less exercised in planning for others, your 
physical and mental strength would in-
crease. Your brain is not idle, but there 
is not corresponding labor with the other 
organs of the body. Exercise, to be of de-
cided advantage to you, should be system-
atized and brought to bear upon debilitated 
organs, that they may become strengthened 
by use. The movement cure is a great ad-
vantage to a class of patients who are too 
feeble to exercise. But for all who are sick 
to rely upon it, making it their dependence, 
while they neglect to exercise their muscles 
themselves, is a great mistake 
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Thousands are sick and dying around us 
who might get well and live if they would; 
but their imagination holds them, fearing 
they shall be made worse if they labor or 
exercise, when this is just the change they 
need to make them well. Without this, 
they never can improve. They should ex-
ercise the power of the will, and rise above 
their aches and debility," engage in useful 
employment, and forget they have aching 
backs, sides, lungs, and head. Want of ex-
ercise of the entire body, or neglecting to 
exercise a portion of the body, will bring 
on morbid conditions. Inaction of any of 
the organs of the body will be followed by 
decrease of size and strength of the mus-
cles, and cause the blood to flow sluggishly 
through the blood-vessels. 

In your domestic life, if there are duties 
to be done, you do not think it possible 
that you could do them, but you depend 
upon others. Sometimes it is exceedingly 
inconvenient for you to obtain the help 
you need. You frequently expend double 
the strength required to perform the task, 
in planning and searching for some one to 
do the work for yon. If you would only 
bring your mind to do these little acts and 
family duties yourself, you would be blessed 
and strengthened in it, and your influence 
in the cause of God would be far greater. 
God made Adam and Eve in Paradise, and 

8 
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surrounded them with, everything that was 
useful and lovely. God planted for them 
a beautiful garden. No herb, nor flower, 
nor tree, was wanting, which might be for 
use and ornament. The Creator of man 
knew that this workmanship of his hands 
could not be happy without employment. 
Paradise delighted their souls, but this was 
not enough; they must have labor to call 
mto exercise the wonderful organs of the 
body. The Lord had made the organs for 
use. If happiness consisted in doing noth-
ing, man, in his state of holy innocence, 
would have been left unemployed. But 
he who formed man knew what would be 
for his best happiness, and he no sooner 
made him, than he gave him his appointed 
work. In order to be happy, he must la-
bor. 

God has given us all something to do. 
In the discharge of the various duties 
which we are to perform, which lie in our 
pathway, we shall be blessed and our lives 
be useful. Not only will the organs of the 
body be gaining strength by their exercise, 
but the mind will be acquiring strength 
and knowledge, in the action of all of the 
organs of the body. The exercise of one 
muscle, while other muscles are left with 
nothing to do, will not strengthen the in-
active ones any more than the use of one 
of the organs of the mind, if continually 

exercised, will develop and strengthen the 
organs not brought into use. Each faculty 
of the mind and each muscle have their 
distinctive office, and all require to be ex-
ercised in order to become properly devel-
oped and retain healthful vigor. Each or-
gan and muscle has its work to do in the 
living organism. Every wheel in the ma-
chinery must be a living, active, working 
wheel. Nature's fine and wonderful works 
need to be kept in active motion in order 
to perform the object for which they were 
designed. All the faculties have a bearing 
upon each other, and all need to be exer-
cised, in order to be properly developed. 
If one muscle of the body is exercised more 
than another, the one used will become 
much the larger, and destroy the harmony 
and beauty of the development of the sys-
tem. A variety of exercise will call into 
use all the muscles of the body. 

Those who are feeble and indolent should 
not yield to inclination to be inactive and 
deprive themselves of air and sunlight, but 
should practice exercising out of door, in 
walking or working in the garden. They 
will become very much fatigued, but this 
will not hurt them. You, my sister, will 
experience weariness, yet it will not hurt 
you, but your rest will be sweeter after it. 
Inaction weakens the organs that are not 
exercised. And when the organs that have 
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been idle are used, pain and weariness are 
experienced because the muscles have be-
come feeble. It is not good p o l i c y to give 
up the use of certain muscles because pain 
is felt when they are exercised. The pain 
is frequently caused by the effort of nature 
to give life and vigor to these parts that 
have become partially lifeless through in-
action. The motion of these long disused 
muscles will cause pain, because nature is 
awakening them to life. 

Walking, in all cases where it is possible, 
is the best remedy for diseased bodies, be-
cause in walking, all the organs of the body 
are exercised. Many who depend upon the 
movement cure, could, by muscular exer-
cise, accomplish more for themselves than 
the movements can do for them. There is 
no exercise that can take the place of walk-
ing. Want of exercise, with some cases, 
causes the bowels and muscles to become 
enfeebled and shrunken. Exercise will 
strengthen these organs that have become 
enfeebled for want of use. The circulation 
of the blood is greatly improved by the 
act of walking. The active use of the 
limbs will be of the greatest advantage to 
you, sister . You have had many 
notions, and you have been very sanguine, 
which has been to your injury. While you 
fear to trust yourself in the hands of the 
physicians, and think you understand your 

case better than they do, you cannot be 
benefited, but only harmed, by then treat-
ment of your case. Unless the physicians 
can o b t a i n the confidence of their patients, 
they can never help them. If y ou prescribe 
for yourself, and think you know what 
treatment you should have better than the 
physicians, you cannot be b e n e f i t e d . Y o u 

must yield your will and ideas, and not 
rein yourself up to resist their judgment 
and advice in your case. . 

May the Lord help you, my sister to 
have not only faith, but corresponding 
works. 

Epistle Number Three. 

DEAR SISTER : I t h i n k y o u are no t 
happy. In seeking for some great work 
to do, you overlook present duty lying 
directly in your path You are not happy, 
because you are looking above the little 
every-day duties of life, for some higher 
and greater work to do. You are restless, 
uneasy, and dissatisfied. You love to dic-
tate better than you love to perform You 
love better to tell others what to do than 
with ready cheerfulness to take hold and 

d°You'could have made your father's 
home more happy had you studied your 
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inclination less, and the happiness of others 
more. When engaged in the common, or-
dinary duties of life, you fail to put your 
heart into your labor. Your mind is reach-
ing forward and beyond, to a work more 
agreeable, higher, or more honorable. Some-
body must do these very things that you 
take no pleasure in, and even dislike. 
These^ plain, simple duties, if done with 
willingness and faithfulness, will give you 
an education that is necessaiy for you to 
obtain in order for you to have a love of 
household duties. Here is an experience 
highly essential for you to gain, but you do 
not love it. You murmur at your lot, and 
make those around you unhappy and are 

a great loss yourself. You 
may never be called to a work which would 
call you before the public. But all the 
work we do that is necessary to be done, 
were it washing dishes, setting tables, wait-
ing upon the sick, cooking, or washing, is 
of moral importance; and until you can 
cheerfully and happily take up these duties, 
you are not fitted for greater and higher 
duties. The humble tasks before 

us are to 
be taken up by some one; and those who 
do them should feel that they are doing a 
necessary and honorable work, and that 
their mission, humble though it may be 
is doing the work of God just as surely as 
Gabriel, when sent to the prophets, was do-

inrr his. All are working in their order in 
their respective spheres. The woman m 
her home, doing the simple duties of lite 
that must be done, can, and should, exhibit 
faithfukiess, obedience, and love, as sincere 
as angels in their sphere. Conformity to 
the will of God makes any work honor-
able that must be done. i 

What you need is love and affection. 
Your character needs to be molded. Your 
worrying must be laid aside, and in place 
of this, cherish gentleness and love. Deny 
self. We were not created angels, but lower 
than the angels; yet our work is important. 
We are not in Heaven, but upon the earth. 
When we are in Heaven, then we shall be 
qualified to do the lofty and elevating work 
of Heaven. It is here in this world^that 
we must be tested and proved. W e should 
be armed for conflict and for duty. 

The highest duty that devolves upon 
youth is in their own homes, blessing fa-
ther and mother, brothers and sisters, by 
affection and true interest. Here they can 
show self-denial and self-forgetfulness m 
caring and doing for others. Never will 
woman be degraded by this work. It is 
the most sacred, elevated office she can fill. 
What an influence a sister may have over 
brothers. If she is right, she may deter-
mine the character of her brother^ Her 
prayers her gentleness, and her aflection, 



120 
may do much in a household. My sister, 
these high qualities of mind can never be 
communicated to other minds unless they 
first exist m your own. That contentment 
ot mind, sunnmess of temper, affection and 
gentleness, which will reach every heart 
will reflect back to you again what your 
heart gives forth. If Christ does not reign 
m the heart, there will be discontent and 
moral deformity. Selfishness will require 
of others that which we are unwilling to 
give them. If Christ is not in the heart, 
the character will be unlovely. 

It is not a great work and great battles 
alone which try the soul and demand cour-
age Lvery-day life brings its perplexities, 
trials, and discouragements. It is the hum-
ble work which frequently draws upon the 
patience and the fortitude. Self-reliance 
and resolution will be necessary to meet 
and conquer all difficulties. Secure the 
Lord to stand with you, in every place to 
be your consolation and comfort. A meek 
and quiet spirit you much need, and with-
out it you cannot have happiness. May 
God help you, my sister, to seek meekness 
and righteousness. It is the Spirit of God 
that you need. If you are willing to be 
anything or nothing, God will help, and 
strengthen, and bless, you. But if you 
neglect the little duties, you will never be 
intrusted with greater. 

Epistle Number Pour. 

DEAR CHILDREN AND : 
You are deceived in regard to yourselves. 
You are not Christians. To be true Chris-
t i a n s is to be Christ-like. You are far from 
the mark in this respect; but I hope you 
will not be deceived until it is too late tor 
you to form characters for Heaven. 

Your example has not been good. You 
have not come to the point to obey the 
words of Christ: "If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me." Here are 
lessons you have not learned. The denial 
of self has not been a part of your educa-
tion You have neglected to study the 
words of life. "Search the Scriptures, 
said the heavenly Teacher. He knew that 
this was necessary for all, in order to be 
Christ's true followers. You love to read 
story books, but do not find the word ot 
God interesting. You should restrict your 
r e a d m e to the word of God, and to books 
that are of a spiritual and useful char-
acter. In so doing, you will close a door 
against temptation, and you will be blessed. 
°Had you improved the light that has 

been given in Battle Creek, you would now 
be far in advance of what you are m the 
divine life You are vain and proud chil-
dren You have not felt that you must 



give an account of your stewardship You 
are accountable to God for all your privi 
leges, and for all the means which passes 
through your hands. Your pleasure and 
your selfish gratification have been indulged 
at the expense of conscience and the ap-
proval of God. You do not act like serv-
ants of Jesus Christ, responsible to your 
Saviour who has bought you by his own 
precious blood. "Know ye not, that to 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey his servants ye are to whom ye obey 
whether of sin unto death, or obedience 
unto righteousness ?" "But God be thanked 
that y e were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you; beincr 
then made free from sin, ye become the 
servants of righteousness." 

You are professedly the servants of Je-
sus Christ Do you then yield to him 
ready and willing obedience? Do you 
earnestly inquire how you shall best please 
Ilim who has called you to be soldiers of 
the cross of Christ ? Do you both lift the 
cross and glory in it ? Answer these ques-
tions to God. All your acts, however se-
cret you may think they may be, are open 
to your Heavenly Father. Nothing is hid-
den, nothing covered. All your acts, and 
the motives which prompt them, are open 
to his sight. He has full knowledge of all 
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your words and thoughts. You have a 
duty to control your thoughts. Yeu will 
have to war against a vain imagination. 
You may think that there can be no sin m 
permitting your thoughts to run as they 
naturally would without restraint. Lut 
this is not so. You are responsible to God 
for the indulgence of vain thoughts, for from 
vain imagination arises the actual doing of 
the things the mind has dwelt upon, and 
the commital of sins. Govern your thoughts, 
and it will then be much easier to govern 
your actions. Your thoughts need to be 
sanctified. Paul mites to the Corinthians, 
"Casting down imaginations and every 
hio-h thing that exalteth itself against God, 
and bringing into captivity e v e r y thought 
to the obedience of Christ." When you-
come into this position, the work of conse-
cration wdl be better understood by you 
both Your thoughts will be pure, chaste, 
and elevated. Your actions will be pure 
and sinless. Your bodies will be preserved 
in . s a n c t i f i c a t i o n and honor, that you may 
present them "a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable unto God, which is your reason-
able service." You are required to deny 
self in little as well as greater things. Y ou 
should make an entire surrender to God. 
You are not approved of God m your pres-

^ Y o u have had an unsanctified influence 



over the youth in . Your love of 
show leads to the expenditure of means 
which is wrong. You do not realize the 
claims the Lord has upon you. You have 
not become acquainted with the sweet re-
sult of self-denial. Its fruits are sacred, 
l o serve yourselves, and to please your-
selves, has been the order of your lives. 
To spend your means to gratify pride, has 
been your practice. Oh! how much better 
it would have been for you to have re-
strained your desires, and made some sac-
rifice for the truth of God, and in thus de-
nying the lust of the eye, and the lust of 
the flesh, and the pride of life, have some-
thing to put into the treasury of God. In-
stead of purchasing frivolous things, put 
your little into the bank of Heaven, that 
when the Master comes, you may receive 
both principal and interest. 

Have you both studied how much you 
could do to honor your Redeemer upon the 
earth? Oh, no! You have been pleased 
to honor yourselves, and to receive honor 
of others; but to study to show yourselves 
approved of God has not been the burden 
of your lives. Religion, pure and undefiled, 
with its strong principles, would prove to 
you an anchor. In order to answer life's 
great ends, you must avoid the example of 
those who are seeking for their own enjoy-
ment and their own pleasure, who have 

not the fear of God before them. God has 
made provisions for you that are ample, that 
if you comply with the conditions laid 
down in his word, separation from the 
world, you may receive strength from him 
to repress every debasing influence, and de-
velop that which is noble, good, and ele-
vating. Christ will be in you a well of 
water springing up into everlasting lite. 
The will, the intellect, and every emotion, 
when controlled by religion, has a trans-
forming power. . . 

"Whether, therefore, ye eat, or drmk, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the g l o r y of 
God" Here is a principle lying at tne 
foundation of every act, thought, and mo-
tive ; the consecration of the entire being 
both physical and mental, to the control of 
the Spirit of God. The unsanctified will 
and passions must be crucified. I his map 
be regarded as a close and severe work 
Yet it must de done, or you will hear the 
terrible sentence f r o m the mouth of Jesus, 
" Depart " You can do all things through 
Christ who strengthened you. Yon are 
of that age when the will, the appetites, and 
passions: clamor for indulgence. God has 
implanted these in your nature for high 
and holy purposes. It is not necessary 
that these should become to you a curse 
by being debased. They o n l y w i l l be 
found so when you refuse to submit to the 
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control of reason and conscience. Restrain 
deny, are words and works you are not fa-
miliar with by experience. Temptations 
have swayed you. Unsanctified minds fail 
to receive the strength and comfort God 
has provided for them. They are restless 
and possess a strong desire for something 
new to gratify, to please and excite the mind" 
and this is called pleasure. Satan has alluring 
charms to engage the interest and excite 
the imagination of the youth in particular 
that he may fasten them in his snare. You 
are building upon the sand. You need to 
cry earnestly, "O Lord, my inmost soul 
convert. You can have an influence for 
good over other young people, or you can 
nave an influence for evil. 

May the God of peace sanctify you 
wholly, soul, body, and spirit • 

Tlie W o r k at Battle Creek. 

IN a vision given me at Bordoville, Vt 
Dec. 10, 1871,1 was shown that the posi-
tion of nay husband has been a very diffi 
cult one. The pressure of care and labor 
has been upon him. His brethren in the 
ministry have not had these burdens to 
bear, and they have not appreciated his 
labors. The constant pressure upon him 
lias taxed him mentally and physically I 

was shown his position to the people of 
God was similar, in some respects, to that 
of Moses to Israel. There were murmurers 
against Moses, when in adverse circum-
stances, and there have been murmurers 
against him. 

There has been no one in the ranks ot 
Sabbath-keepers who would do as my hus-
band has done. He has devoted his inter-
est almost entirely to the building up of 
the cause of God, regardless of his own 
personal interests, and at the sacrifice ot 
social enjoyment with his family. In his 
devotion to the cause, he has frequently 
endangered his health and life. He lias 
been so much pressed with the burden of 
this work that he has not had suitable time 
for study, meditation, and prayer, God has 
not required of him to be in this position, 
even for the interest and progress of the 
work of publishing at Battle Creek. 1 here 
are other branches of the work, other in-
terests of the c a u s e , that have been neglected 
through his devotion to this one. God has 
given us both a testimony which will reach 
hearts. He has opened before me many 
channels of light, not only for my benefit, 
but for the benefit of his people at large. 
The Lord has also given my husband great 
light upon Bible subjects, not for himself 
alone, but for others. I saw that these 
thino-s should be written and talked out, 
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and new light would continue to shine 
upon the word. I saw that we could ac-
complish tenfold more to build up the 
cause, in laboring among the people of 
God, bearing the varied testimony to meet 
the wants of the cause of God in different 
places and under different circumstances, 
than to remain at Battle Creek. Our gifts are 
needed in the same field in writing and 
in speaking. While my husband is over-
burdened, as he has been, with an accumu-
lation of cares and financial matters, his 
mind cannot be as fruitful in the word. 
And he will be liable to be assailed by the 
enemy, for he is in a position where there 
is a constant pressure, and men and women 
will be tempted, as were the Israelites, to 
Complain and murmur against him who 
stands in the most responsible position to 
the cause and work of God. While stand-
ing under these burdens that no other one 
would venture to take, he has sometimes, 
under the pressure of care, spoken without 
due consideration and with apparent sever-
ity. He has sometimes censured those in the 
Office because they did not take care. And 
when needless mistakes have occurred, he 
has felt that indignation for the cause of 
God was justifiable in him. This course 
has not always been attended with the 
best results. It has sometimes resulted in 
a neglect to do the very things which they 
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should do, for fear they should not do them 
right, and then would be blamed for it. 
Just as far as this has gone, the burden has 
fallen heavier upon my husband. 

The better way would have been for him 
to have been from the Office more than he 
has, and left the work with others to do. 
And if they prove themselves unfaithful, 
or not capacitated for the w o r k after pa-
tient and fair trial, they should be dis-
charged, and left to engage in busmess 
where their blunders and mistakes will ef-
fect their own personal interests and not 
the cause of God. 

There were those who stood at the head 
of the business of the Publishing Association 
who were, to say the very least, unfaithful 
And had those in particular who were asso-
ciated withthem as trustees been awake^and 
their eyes not blinded, and then- sensibili-

es unparalyzed, t h e y would have been 
separated from the work long before they 

^Wlien my husband recovered from his 
long and severe sickness he took the work 
confused and embarrassed as ^ ™ Mt by 
unfaithful men. He worked with all t e v -
olution and strength of miud aiidbody thathe 
possessed, to bring the work up and to ie-
d e e m i t f r o m the disgraceful p e ^ J it 
had been b r o u g h t , into by those who had 
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their own interests prominent, and who did 
not feel that it was a sacred work in which 
they were engaged. God's hand has been 
reached out in judgment over these un-
faithful ones. Their course and the result 
should prove a warning to others, not to 
do as they have done. 

The experience of my husband during 
the period of his sickness was unfortunate 
for him. He worked in this cause with 
interest and devotion as no other man had 
done. He had ventured and taken advance 
positions as Providence had led, regardless 
of censure or praise. He had stood alone 
and battled through physical and mental 
sufferings, not regarding his own interests, 
while those whom God designed should 
stand by his side left him when he most 
needed their help. He was not only left 
to battle and straggle without their help 
and sympathy, but frequently he had then-
opposition to meet, and they murmured 
against him who was doing tenfold more than 
any of them to build up the cause of God 
All these things have had their influence, and 
have molded the mind that was once free 
from suspicion, trustful, and confiding to 
lose confidence in his brethren. Those 
who have acted their part in bringing about 
this work will, in a great degree, be re-
sponsible for the result. God would have 
led them if they had earnestly and devot-
edly served him. 
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I was shown that my husband had given 
his brethren unmistakable evidences of his 
interest in, and devotion to, the work of 
God. After he had spent years of his life 
in privation and unceasing toil to establish 
the publishing interests upon a sure basis, 
he then gave away to the people of God 
that which was his own, and that which 
he could just as well have kept, and have 
received the profits from, had he chosen 
so to do. He showed the people in this 
act that he was not seeking to advantage 
himself, but to promote the cause of God. 

When sickness came upon my husband, 
many acted in the same unfeeling manner 
toward him that the Pharisees did toward 
the unfortunate and oppressed. The Phar-
isees would tell the suffering ones that their 
afflictions were on account of their sins, 
and that the judgments of God had come 
upon them. In thus doing, they would in-
crease their weight of sufferings. When 
my husband fell under his weight of care, 
there were those who were merciless. 

When beginning to recover, so that in 
his feebleness and poverty he commenced 
to labor some, he asked of those who then 
stood at the head of matters at the Office 
forty per cent discount on a one hundred 
dollar order for books. He was willing to 
pay sixty dollars for the books which he 
knew cost the Association only fifty dollars. 
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He asked this special discount in view of 
his past labors and sacrifices in favor of 
the publishing department. But he was 
denied this small favor. He was coolly 
told that they could give him but twen-
ty-five per cent discount. My husband 
thought this very hard, yet he tried 
to bear it in a Christian manner. God in 
Heaven marked the unjust decision, and 
from that time took the case in his own 
hands, and has returned the blessings re-
moved, as he did to faithful Job. And 
from the time of that heartless decision he 
has been working for his servant. God 
raised him up above his former health of 
body, clearness and strength of mind, aiid 
freedom of spirit. And he has, since that 
time, had the pleasure of passing out with 
his own hands thousands of dollars' worth 
of our publications without price. God 
will not utterly forget nor forever forsake 
those who have been faithful, even if in 
their course errors sometimes occur. 

My husband has had a zeal for God and 
for the truth, and at times this zeal has led 
him to overlabor, to the injury of physical 
and mental strength. But this was not 
regarded of God as great a sin as that of 
neglect and unfaithfulness of his servants 
in reproving wrongs. Those who praised 
the unfaithful, and flattered the unconse-
crated, were sharers in their sin of neglect 
and unfaithfulness. 

God has given my husband especial 
qualifications, natural ability, and he se-
lected him and gave him an experience to 
lead out his people in the advance work. 
There have been murmurers among Sab-
bath-keeping Adventists as was among 
ancient Israel, and these jealous, suspicious 
ones have given occasion to the enemies ol 
our faith, by their suggestions and insinu-
ations, to distrust my husbands honesty. 
These jealous ones of the same faith have 
placed matters before the unbelievers in a 
false light. These impressions stand m 
the way of many embracing the truth. 
They regard my husband as a schemer, a 
selfish, avaricious man, and they are afraid 
of him and the truth wc as a people hold. 
Ancient Israel, when their appetite was 
restricted, or when any close r e q u i r e m e n t 

was brought to bear upon them, reflected 
upon Moses; that he was arbitrary, that 
he wished to rule them, and be altogether 
a prince over them, when Moses was only 
an i n s t r u m e n t in God's hands to bring his 
people into a position of submission and 
obedience to God's voice. 

Modem Israel have murmured and be-
come jealous of my husband because he 
has plead for the cause of God He lias 
encouraged liberality, he has rebuked those 
who loved tliis world, and has censured 
selfishness. He has plead for donations 
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to the cause of God, and has led off by 
liberal donations himself, to encourage lib-

. erality with his brethren; but by°many 
murmurers and jealous ones, even this h i 
been interpreted that he wished to be per-
sonally benefited with the means of his 
brethren, and that he had enriched himself 
at the expense of the cause of God, when 
the facts in the case are, that God has en-
trusted means in his hands to raise him 
above want so that lie need not be depend-
ent upon the mercies of a changeable, mur-
muring, and jealous people. Because we 
have not selfishly studied our own interest 
but have cared for the widow and the fa-
therless, God has in his providence worked 
m our behalf, and blessed us with prosper-
ity and an abundance. 

Moses had sacrificed a prospective king-
dom a life of worldly honor and luxury f n 
kingly courts, chosing rather to suffer afflic 
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasure of sin for a season, for he 
esteemed the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than all the treasures of E<ypt 
Had we chosen a life of ease and freedom 
irom labor and care we might have done 
BO. But this was not our choice. We 
chose active labor in the cause of God an 
itinerant life with all its hardships, priva-
tions, and exposure, to a life of indolence 
We have not lived for ourselves, to please 
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ourselves, but we have tried to live for 
God, to please and glorify him. We have 
not made it an object to labor for property; 
but God has fulfilled his promise m giving 
us an hundred-fold in this life. He may 
prove us by removing it away from us. It 
so, we pray for submission to humbly bear 
the test. 

While he has committed to our trust 
talents of money and influence, we will try 
to invest it in his cause, that should hres 
consume and adversity diminish, we can 
have the pleasure of knowing that all our 
treasure is not where fires can consume or 
adversity sweep away. The investment of 
our time, our interest, and our means in 
the cause of God is a sure bank that can 
never fail—a treasure in the Heavens that 
faileth not. . 

I was shown that my husband has had 
three-fold the care he should have had 
He has felt tried that brethren and 

did not help him bear his respon-
sibilities, and has felt grieved because 
they did not help him in the business 
matters in connection with the Institute 
and Association. There has been a continual 
advance of the work of publication since 
the unfaithful have been separated from it. 
As the work increased, there should have 
been men to have shared the responsibili-
ties ; but some who could do this had no 
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defeire, because it would not increase their 
possessions as much as some more lucra-
tive business. There is not that talent in 
our Office that there should be. The work 
demands the most choice and select persons 
to engage in it. With the present state of 
things in the Office, my husband will still 
feel the pressure that he has felt, but 
which he should no longer bear. And it 
is only by a miracle of God's mercy that 
he has stood under the burden so long. 
But there are now many things to be con-
sidered. He has by his devotion to the 
work, and persevering care, shown what 
may be done in the publishing department. 
Men with unselfish interests combined 
with sanctified judgment, may make the 
work at the Office a success. My husband 
has so long borne the burden alone that it 
has told fearfully upon his strength, and 
there is a positive necessity for a change. 
He must be relieved from care to a great 
degree, and yet he can work in the cause 
of God in speaking and writing. 

When we returned from Kansas in the 
autumn of 1870, we both should have had 
a period of rest. Week* of freedom from 
care was necessary to bring up our ex-
hausted energies. But when we found the 
important post at Battle Creek nearly de-
serted, we felt compelled to take hold of 
the work with double energies, and labored 
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beyond our strength. I was shown that 
my husband should stand there my longer, 
unless there are men who will feel the 
wants of the cause and bear the burdens of 
the work, while he shall simply act as a 
counsellor. He must lay the burden down; 
for God has an important work for him to 
do in writing and speaking the truth. Our 
influence in laboring in the wide held will 
tell more for the upbuilding of the cause 
of God There is a great amount of preju-
dice in many minds. False statements 
have placed us in a wrong position before 
the people, and this is in the way of many 
embracing the truth. If they are made to 
believe that those who occupy responsible 
positions in the work at Battle Creek are 
desiring and fanatical, they conclude that 
the "entire work is wrong, and that our 
views of Bible truth must be incorrect, and 
they fear to investigate and receive the 
truth. But we are not to go forth to call 
the people to look to us; we axe not to 
generally speak of ourselves, and vindicate 
our character ; but to speak the truth ex-
alt the truth, speak of Jesus, exalt Je-
sus and this, attended by the power oi 
God, win remove prejudice and disarm op-
position Brn. i o v e 

to write; so does my husband. And God 
has let his light shine upon his word and 
let him into a field of rich thought that 
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would be a blessing to the people of God 
at large. While he has borne a triple 
burden, some of his ministering brethren 
nave let the responsibility drop heavily 
upon him, consoling themselves with the 
thought that God had placed Bro. White 
at the head of the work and qualified him 
tor it, and he had not fitted them for the 
position therefore they have not taken the 
responsibility and borne the burdens they 
might have borne. 

. There should be men to feel the same 
interest my husband has felt. There never 
has been a more important period in the 
history of Seventh-day Adventists than at 
tlie present time. Instead of the publish-
ing work diminishing, the demand for our 
publications is greatly increasing. There 
will be more to do instead of less My 
husband has been murmured against so 
mueh, and has contended with jealousy and 
falsehood so long, and he has seen so little 
faithfulness m men, that he has become sus-
picious of almost every one, even of his own 
brethren in the ministry The ministerina 
brethren have felt this, and for fear that 
they should not move wisely, in many in-
stances, have not moved at all But the 
time has come when these men must 
unitedly labor and lift the burdens. The 
ministering brethren lack faith and confi-
dence in God. They believe the truth, and 
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in the fear of God they should unite their 
efforts and bear the burdens of this work 
which God has laid upon them. If after 
one has done the best he can in his 
judgment, and the other thinks he can see 
where he could have improved the matter, 
he should kindly and patiently give the 
brother the benefit of his judgment, but 
should not censure or question his integrity 
of purpose any sooner than he would wish 
to be suspected or unjustly censured him-
self. If the brother who feels the cause of 
God at heart sees, in his earnest efforts 
to do, that he has made a failure, he will 
feel deeply over the matter, for he will be 
inclined to distrust himself, and lose confi-
dence in his own judgment; nothing will 
weaken his courage and God-like manhood, 
like a sense of his mistakes and errors that 
he has made in the work God has appointed 
him to do, which work he loves better than 
his life. How unjust then for his brethren 
that discover his errors to keep pressing 
the thorn deeper and deeper into his heart, 
to make him feel more intensely when 
with every thrust he is weakening faith, 
courage, and confidence, in himself to do, 
and to work successfully in the upbuilding 
of the cause of God. Frequently the truth 
and facts are to be plainly spoken to the 
erring to make them see and feel their error, 
that they may reform. But this should ever 
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be done with pitying tenderness, not with 
harshness or severity, but consider their 
own weakness, lest tliey also be tempted. 
When the fault is seen and acknowledged, 
then comfort should be given instead of 
grieving him, and seeking to make him 
feel more deeply. In the sermon of Christ 
upon the mount, he said, "Judge not, that 
ye be not judged ; for with what judgment 
ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again." Our Saviour reproved for 
rash judgment. " Why beholdest thou the 
mote in thy brother's eye;" and, "behold a 
beam is in thine own eye." It is frequently 
the case that while one is quick to discern 
the errors of his brethren, he may be in 
greater faults himself, and is blind to his 
own errors. We should, all who are fol-
lowers of Christ, deal with one another ex-
actly as we wish the Lord to deal with us 
in our errors and weaknesses, for we are 
all erring, and need pity and forgiveness of 
God. Jesus consented to take human nat-
ure, that he might know how to pity, and 
that he might know how to plead with his 
Father in behalf of sinful, erring mortals. 
He volunteered to become man's advocate, 
and he humiliated himself to become ac-
quainted with the temptations wherewith 
man was beset, that he might succor those 
who should be tempted, and he be a tender 
and faithful high priest. 
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There is frequent necessity for plainly 
rebuking sin and reproving wrong. But 
ministers engaged in the work of the sal-
vation of their fellow-men, should not be 
pitiless toward the errors of one another, 
and should not make prominent the defects 
in their organization. They should not 
expose or reprove their weaknesses, lhey 
should inquire if such a course would bring 
about the desired effect with themselves, 
would it increase their love for, and confi-
dence in, the one who thus made promi-
nent their mistakes. Especially should the 
mistakes of ministers who are engaged in 
the work of God be kept within as small a 
circle as possible, for there are many weak 
ones who will take advantage if they are 
aware that those who minister m word and 
doctrine have weaknesses like other men. 
And it is a most cruel thing for the faults 
of a minister to be exposed to unbelievers, 
if that minister in future is counted worthy 
to labor for the salvation of souls. JN o good 
can come of this exposure, but only harm. 
God frowns upon this course, for it is under-
mining the confidence of the people in those 
whom God accepts to carry forward his 
work The character of every fellow-la-
borer should be j e a l o u s l y guarded by 
brother ministers. Saith God, Touch not 
mine anointed, and do my prophets no 
harm" Love and confidence should be 
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cherished. A lack of love and confidence 
in one minister for another does not in-
crease the happiness of the one thus defi-
cient, but as he makes his brother unharmv 
he is unhappy himself. There is greater 
power in love than was ever" found in cen-
sure. Love will melt its way through 
barriers, while censure will close up every 
avenue of the soul. 

My husband must have a change. Losses 
may occur at the Office of publication for 
want of his long experience; but the loss 
of money cannot bear any comparison to 
the health and life of God's servant. The 
income of means may not be as large for 
want of economical managers. But if my 
husband should fail again it would dis-
hearten his brethren and weaken then-
hands. Means cannot come in as an equiv-
aient. 

There is much to be done. Missionaries 
should be in the field, willing, if need be 
to go to foreign countries to present the 
truth before those who sit in darkness. 
Jsut there is little disposition among youno-
men to consecrate themselves to God, and to 
devote then talents to his service. They are 
too willing to shun responsibilities and bur-
dens. They are not obtaining an experience 
in burden-bearing, nor in the knowledge of 
the Scriptures, that they should have to fit 
them for the work that God would accept 
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at their hands. It is the duty of all 
to see how much they can do for the 
Master who has died for them. But many 
are seeking to do just as little as possible, 
and cherish the faint hope of getting into 
Heaven. It is their privilege to have 
stars in their crown because of souls saved 
through their instrumentality. But, alas! 
indolence and spiritual sloth prevail ev-
erywhere. Selfishness and pride occupy a 
large place in their hearts, and there is but 
little room for heavenly things. 

In the prayer Christ taught his disciples 
was the request, " Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us." We cannot repeat this prayer from 
the heart and dare to be unforgiving, for 
we ask the Lord to forgive our trespasses 
against him in the same manner we forgive 
those who trespass against us. But few 
realize the true import of this prayer. If 
those who are unforgiving did comprehend 
the depth of its meaning, they would not 
dare to repeat it, and ask God to deal with 
them as they deal with their fellow-mortals. 
And yet this spirit of hardness and lack of 
forgiveness exists, even among brethren, to 
a fearful extent. Brother is exacting with 
brother. 
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Peculiar Trials. 

THE position that my husband has so 
long occupied in the cause and work of 
God has been one of peculiar trials. His 
adaptation to business and his clear fore-
sight have led his ministering brethren 
to drop responsibilities upon him which 
they should have borne themselves. This 
has made his burdens very great. And 
while his brethren have not taken their 
share of the burdens, they have lost a 
valuable experience which it was their 
privilege to have obtained had they exer-
cised their minds in the direction of care-
taking, in seeing and feeling what must be 
done for the upbuilding of the cause. 

Great trials have been brought upon my 
husband by his ministering brethren not 
standing by him when he most needed 
their help. The disappointment he has 
repeatedly felt when those whom he de-
pended upon failed him in times of great-
est need has nearly destroyed his power 
to hope and believe in the constancy of his 
ministering brethren. His spirits have 
been so wounded, he has felt that he was 
justified in being grieved, and he has al-
lowed his mind to dwell upon discourage-
ments. This channel of darkness God 
would have him close; for he is in danger 
of making shipwreck here. When his mind 
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becomes depressed, it is natural for him to 
bring up the past and dwell upon his past 
sufferings, and unreconciliation takes hold 
upon his spirits, that God had suffered him 
to be so beset with trials unnecessarily 
brought upon him. 

The Spirit of God has been grieved that 
he has not fully committed his ways to 
God, and trusted himself entirely in his 
hands, not allowing his mind to run in the 
channel of doubt and unbelief in regard to 
the integrity of his brethren. In talking 
doubts and discouragements he has not 
remedied the evil, but he has weakened his 
own powers, and given Satan advantage 
to annoy and distress him. 

My husband has erred in talking out his 
discouragements and dwelling upon the 
unpleasant features of his experience In 
thus talking, he scatters darkness but not 
fight. He has at times laid a weight ot 
discouragement upon his brethren which 
did not bring to him the l e a s t help but 
only weakened their hands. My hus-
band should make it a rule not to talk 
unbelief or discouragement, or dwell upon 
his grievances. His brethren generally 
have loved and pitied him, and have ex-
cused this in him, knowing the pressure of 
care and his devotion to the cause of God. 

My husband has labored untiringly to 
bring up the publishing interests to its 
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present state of prosperity. I saw that 
lie had had more sympathy and love from 
his brethren than he has thought he had. 
They eagerly search the paper to find some-
thing from his pen. If there is a tone of 
cheerfulness in his writing, he speaking en-
couragingly, their hearts are lightened, and 
some eten weep with tender feelings of 
joy. But if gloom and sadness are expressed 
in .his writings, the countenances of his 
brethren and sisters, as they read, grow sad, 
and the spirit which characterizes his writ-
ing is reflected upon them. 

The Lord is seeking to teach my husband 
to have a spirit of forgiveness, and forget-
fulness of the dark passages in his experi-
ence. The remembrance of the unpleasant 
past only saddens the present and he fives 
over again the unpleasant portion of his 
life's history. In so doing, he is clinging 
to the darkness and is pressing the thorn 
deeper into his spirit. This is my hus-
band's infirmity, and it is displeasing to God. 
This brings darkness and not light. He 
may feel apparent relief for the time in ex-
pressing his feelings, but it is only making 
more acute _ a sense of how great his suffer-
ings and trials have been, until the whole 
becomes magnified in his imagination, and 
the errors of his brethren, who have aided 
m bringing these trials upon him, look so 
grievous that their wrongs seem to him 
past endurance. 
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My husband has cherished this darkness 
so long by living over the unhappy past 
that he has but little power to control his 
mind when dwelling upon these things. 
Circumstances and events which once he 
would not have minded, magnify before 
him into grievous wrongs on the part of 
his brethren. He has become so sensitive 
to the wrongs under which he has suffered 
that it is necessary that he should be as 
little as possible in the vicinity of Battle 
Creek, where many of the unpleasant cir-
cumstances occurred. God would heal his 
wounded spirit if he will let him. But in 
doing this, he will have to bury the past. 
He should not talk of it, or write of it. 

It is positively displeasing to God for 
my husband to recount his difficulties and 
his peculiar grievances of the past. If he 
had looked upon these things in the light 
that they were not done to him, but to 
the Lord, whose instrument he is, then 
he would have received a great reward. 
My husband has taken these murmunngs 
of his brethren as though done to him-
self, and he has felt called upon to make 
all understand the wrong and. wicked-
ness of thus complaining of him, when 
he did not deserve their censure and abuse. 

Had my husband felt that he could leave 
this matter all with the Lord, and that 
their murmurings and their neglect were 
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against the Master instead of the servant 
in the Master's service, he would not have 
felt so aggrieved, and it would not have hurt 
him. He should have left it with the Lord, 
whose servant he is, to fight his battles for 
him and vindicate his cause. He would 
then have received a precious reward 
finally for all his sufferings for Christ's 
sake. 

I saw that my husband should not dwell 
upon the painful facts in our experience. 
Neither should he write his grievances, but 
keep as far from them as he can. The 
Lord will heal the wounds of the past if 
he will turn his attention away from them. 
"For our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 
while we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen, 
for the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are 
eternal." When confessions are made by his 
brethren who have been wrong he should 
accept the confessions and generously, 
nobly, seek to encourage the one who lias 
been deceived by the enemy. My husband 
should cultivate a forgiving spirit. He 
should not dwell upon the mistakes and er-
rors of others, for in doing this he not only 
weakens his own soul, but he tortures the 
minds of his brethren who have erred, when 
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they may have done all.that they can do 
by confessions to correct their past errors. 
If God sees it necessary that any portion 
of their past course should be presented be-
fore them, that they may understand how 
to shun errors in future, he will do this 
work; but my husband should not trust 
himself to do it, for it awakens past scenes 
of suffering that the Lord would have him 
forget. 

The Lost Sheep. 
I was referred to the parable of the lost 

sheep. The ninety and nine sheep were to 
be left in the wilderness, and search insti-
tuted for the lost one that had strayed. 
When the lost sheep was found, the shep-
herd elevated the sheep to his shoulder and 
returned with rejoicing. He does not re-
turn censuring and murmuring at the poor, 
lost sheep for making him so much tro^le 
but his return with the burden of the sheep 

And still ̂ greater demonstration of joy is 
demanded. f r i e n d s and neighbor are 
called to rejoice with the finder for I have 
found my sheep which was lost^ The 
findino- was the theme of rejoicing; the 
S ^ S g was not dwelt upon, for the joy 
of finding over-balanced the sorrow of the 
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loss and the care, perplexity and peril, in-
curred in searching and restoring to safety 
the lost sheep. «I say unto you, that like-
wise joy shall be in Heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons which needeth no repent-
ance." 

I-ost Piece of Silver. 

The lost piece of silver is designed to 
represent the erring, straying sinner. The 
carefulness of the woman to find the piece 
of lost silver, is to teach the followers of 
Christ a lesson in regard to their duty to 
those erring and straying from the path of 
right. The woman lighted the candle to 
increase her light, and then swept the 
house, and sought diligently till she found 
it. 
_ Here the duty of Christians is clearly de-

fined toward those who need their help 
because of their straying from God. The 
erring one is not to be left in his darkness 
and error; but every available means is to 
he used to bring him again to the light 
Ihe candle is lighted. The word of God 
is searched for clear points of truth, with 
earnest prayer for heavenly light to meet 
the case of the ones enshrouded in dark-
ness and unbelief, that they may be forti-
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fied with arguments from the word of God, 
threatenings, reproofs, and encouragements, 
that these cases may be reached. Indiffer-
ence or neglect will meet the frown of God. 

When the woman found the silver she 
called her friends and her neighbors to-
gether, saying, "Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece which I had lost. 
Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy m 
the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that r e p e n t e t h . " 

If ano-els of God rejoice over the emng 
who see their error and confess their 
wrongs, and return to the fellowship of 
t h e i r brethren, how much more should the 
followers of Christ, who are themselves err-
ing and who need forgiveness of God, 
and of their brethren, every day, feel joy 
over the brother or sister who has been de-
ceived by the enemy and taken a wrong 
course, and become deceived by the sophis-
try of Satan, and suffered for their error 

Instead of holding them off, they should 
meet them where they are. . Instead of 
finding fault with them because they are 
in the dark, they should light their own 
lamp by obtaining more divine grace and 
a clearer knowledge of Scripture, and dispel 
the darkness by the light they b r i n g to 
them. And when they succeed, and the 
e r r i n ^ feel their error and submit to follow 
the light, gladly should they be received, 
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and not with a spirit of murmuring or an 
effort to press upon them their exceeding 
crime, which had called forth extra exert 
tion, anxiety, and wearisome labor. 

If the pure angels of God hail the event 
with joy how much more should their 
brethren, who have themselves needed 
sympathy, love, and help, when they have 
erred and have in their darkness not known 
how to help themselves. 

T h e Prodigal Son. 
My attention was called to the parable 

of the prodigal son. He made a request 
that his father should give him his portion 
ot the estate. He desired to separate his 
interest from his father, and manage his 
share as best suited his own inclination. 
His father complied with the request and 
the son selfishly withdrew from his father 
that he might not be troubled with his 
counsel, reproofs, or advice. 

The son thought he should be happy 
when he could use his portion according 
to his own pleasure witkout being annoyed 
with advice or restraint. He did not wish 
to be troubled with mutual obligation If 
he shared his father's estate, his father had 
claims upon him as a son. But he did not 
leel under any obligation to his generous 

father, but braced his selfish, rebellious 
spirit with the thought that a portion of 
his father's property belonged to him. He 
requested his share, when rightfully he 
could claim nothing, and should have had 
nothing. 

After his selfish heart had received the 
treasure, of which he was so undeserving, 
he went his way at a distance from his fa-
ther, that he might even forget that he had 
a father. He despised restraint, and was 
fully determined to have pleasure in any 
way and manner that he chose. After he 
had, by his sinful indulgences, spent all 
that his father gave him, the land was vis-
ited by a famine, and he felt pinching want, 
and he began to regret his sinful course of 
extravagant pleasure, for he was now des-
titute and needed the means he had squan-
dered. He was obliged to come down from 
his life of sinful indulgence to the low bus-
iness of feeding swine. 
• After the prodigal son had come as low 

as he could come he thought of the kind-
ness and love of his father. He felt then 
the need of a father. His position of friend-
lessness and want he had brought upon 
himself through disobedience and sin, which 
had resulted in his separating himself from 
his father. He thought of the privileges 
and bounties of his father's house, that the 
hired servants of his father freely enjoyed, 
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while he who had alienated himself from 
his father's house was perishing with hun-
ger. He was humiliated through adversity, 
and decided to return to his father by 
humble confession. He was a beggar, des-
titute of comfortable, or even decent, cloth-
ing. He was wretched in consequence of 
privation, and was emaciated with hunger. 

While at a distance from his home his 
father sees the wanderer, and his first 
thought is of that rebellious son who had 
left him years before to follow a course of 
unrestrained sin. The paternal feeling is 
stirred. Notwithstanding all the marks of 
his degradation he discerned his own im-
age. He did not wait for his son to come 
all the distance to him, but he hastened 
and met his son. He did not reproach 
him, but with the tenderest pity and com-
passion that he had in consequence of his 
own course of sin brought upon himself so 
much suffering, he hastens to give him 
proofs of his love and tokens of his for-
giveness. 

Although his son was emaciated and his 
countenance plainly indicated the dissolute 
life he had passed, and although he was 
clothed with beggar's rags and his naked 
feet were soiled with the dust of travel, 
the father's tenderest pity was excited as 
the son fell prostrate in humility before 
him. He did not stand back upon his dig-
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nity. He was not exacting. He did not 
array the past course of wrong and sin be-
fore his son to make him feel how low he 
had sunken. 

The father lifted up his son and kissed 
him. He took the rebellious son to his 
breast, and he wrapped his own rich robe 
about the nearly naked form of his son. 
He took him to his heart with such warmth, 
and evinced such pity, if the son had ever 

doubted the goodness and love of his fa-
ther, he could do so no longer. If he had 
a sense of his sin when he decided to return 
to his father's house, he had a much deeper 
sense of his ungrateful course as he was 
thus received. 

His heart, before subdued, was now 
broken that he had grieved that father's 
love. The penitent, trembling son, who 
had greatly feared that he would be dis-
owned, was unprepared for such a recep-
tion. He knew he did not deserve it. He 
acknowledged his sin in leaving his father. 
" I have sinned against Heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son." He begged only to be accounted 
as a hired servant. But the father requested 
his servants to pay him especial tokens of 
respect, to clothe him as if he had ever 
been his own, obedient son. 

The father made the return of his son an 
occasion of special rejoicing. The elder 
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son in the field knew not that his brother 
had returned, but he heard the general 
demonstrations of joy and inquired of the 
servants what it all meant. It was ex-
plained that his brother had returned whom 
they thought dead, and his father had 
killed the fatted calf for him because he 
had received him again as from the dead. 

The brother then was angry, and he 
would not go in to see or receive his brother. 
His indignation was stirred that this un-
faithful brother who had left his father and 
thrown the heavy responsibilities upon him 
of fulfilling the duties which should be 
shared by both, should now be received 
with such honor. He had pursued a 
course of wicked profligacy, wasting the 
means his father had given him until he 
was reduced to want, while he had been 
faithfully performing the duties of a son, 
and now his profligate brother comes to 
his father's house and is received with re-
spect and honor beyond anything he had 
ever received. 

The father entreated his elder son to 
go and receive his brother with gladness 
because he is lost and is found, was dead 
in sin and iniquity, but is alive again, he 
has come to his moral senses and abhors 
his course of sin, but his eldest son pleads, 
"Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
neither transgressed I at any time thy coin-

157 

mandment; and yet thou never gavest me 
a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends; but as soon as this thy son was 
come, which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted 
calf." 

He assured his son that he was ever 
with him, and all that he had was his, but 
it was right that they should show this 
demonstration of joy, for " thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again, and was lost, and 
is found." This fact overbears all other 
considerations with the father, The lost is 
found, the dead is alive again. 

This p a r a b l e was given by Christ to rep-
resent the manner our Heavenly Father 
receives the erring and repenting. The 
Father was the one sinned against, yet he, 
in the compassion of his soul, all full of pity 
and forgiveness, meets the prodigal and 
shows his great joy that his son whom he 
believed to be dead to all filial affection 
had become sensible of his great sin and 
his neglect, and had come back to his 
father, appreciating his love, and acknowl-
edging his claims. He knew that the son 
who had pursued a course of sin and now 
repented, needed his pity and his love, l ie 
had suffered. He felt his need. He came to 
his father as the only one who could sup-
ply his great need. 

The fact of his son's returning was a 
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source of the greatest joy. The complaints 
of the elder brother were natural, but not 
right. Yet it is frequently the course 
brother pursues toward brother. There is 
too much effort to make them feel where 
they have erred, and keep reminding them 
of their error. These who have erred need 
pity, they need help, they need sympathy. 
They suffer in their feelings and are fre-
quently desponding and discouraged. Above 
everything else, they need free forgiveness. 

JLahor in Churches. 

In the work done for the church at Bat-
tle Creek in the spring of 1870, there was 
not all that dependence upon God that 
the important occasion demanded. Brn. 

and did not fully make 
God their trust, and move in his strength, 
and with his grace, as they should. 

When Bro. thinks a person is 
wrong, he is frequently too severe. He 
fails to exercise that compassion and con-
sideration that he would have shown him 
under like circumstances. He is also in 
great danger of misjudging and erring in 
dealing with minds. It is the nicest work, 
and the most critical ever given to mortals, 
to_ handle minds. Those who engage in 
this work should have clear discernment, 
and good powers of discrimination. True 

independence of mind is an element en-
tirely different from rashness. Independ-
ence, that is of that quality which leads to 
a cautious, prayerful, deliberate opinion, 
should be not easily yielded, until the evi-
dence is sufficiently strong to make it cer-
tain that we are wrong. This independ-
ence will keep the mind calm, and un-
changeable amidst the multitudinous errors 
which are prevailing, and will lead those 
in responsible positions to look carefully at 
the evidence on every side, and not be 
swerved by the influence of others, or by 
the surroundings, to form conclusions with-
out intelligent and thorough knowledge of 
all the circumstances. 

The investigation of cases in Battle 
Creek was very much after the order that 
a lawyer criticises a witness, and there was 
a decided absence of the Spirit of God. 
And there were a few united in this work 
who were active and zealous. Some 
were self-righteous and self-sufficient, and 
their testimonies were relied upon, and 
their influence swayed the judgment of 
Brn. and • Sister 
• and sister — : were not re-
ceived as members of the church because 
of some trivial deficiency. These brethren 
should have had judgment and discrimina-
tion to have seen that these objections 
were not of sufficient weight to keep those 



100 

sisters out of the church. They both had 
been long in the faith, and had been true 
to the observance of the Sabbath for eight-
een or twenty years. 

Sister , who brought up these 
things, should have urged more weighty 
reasons against herself, why she should 
not have become a member of the church. 
Was she without sin ? Were all her ways 
perfect before God ? Was her patience, 
her self-denial, her gentleness, and forbear-
ance, and calmness of temper, perfect ? If 
she was without the weaknesses of com-
mon women, then she could cast the first 
stone. But these sisters who were left out 
of the church were beloved of God. They 
were worthy of a place in the church. 
These were dealt with unwisely, without 
a sufficient cause, and there were others 
whose cases were handled with no more 
heavenly wisdom, or without even sound 
judgment. Bro. 's judgment and 
powerof discrimination have been perverted 
for very many years through the influence 
of his wife, who has been a most effective 
medium of Satan. If Bro. had 
possessed the genuine quality of independ-
ence, he would have had a proper self-re-
spect, and with becoming dignity built up 
his own house. If he has started upon a 
course designed to command respect in his 
family, he has generally carried the matter 
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too far, and has been severe, and has talked 
harshly and overbearing. He would be-
come conscious of this after a time, and 
then go to the opposite extreme and come 
down from his independence. 

In this state of mind he receives reports 
from his wife, gives up his judgment, and 
would be easily deceived by her intrigues. 
She would sometimes feign to be a great 
sufferer, and would relate what she endured 
of neglect from her brethren, and privation 
in the absence of her husband. Her pre-
varications and cunning artifices to abuse 
the mind of her husband have been great. 
Bro. has not fully received the 
light in times past which the Lord has 

- given him in regard to his wife, or he would 
not have been deceived by her as he has. 
He has been brought into bondage many 
times by her spirit, because his own heart and 
life have not been fully consecrated to God. 
His feelings kindled against his brethren 
and he oppressed them. Self has not been 
crucified. He should seek earnestly to 
bring all his thoughts and f e e l i n g s into 
subjection to the obedience of Christ. 
Faith and self-denial would have been Bro 

's strong helpers. If he had 
girded on the whole armor of God, and 
chosen no other defense than that which 
the Spirit of God and the power of truth 
gives him, he would have been strong in 
the strength of God. H 



100 

But Bro. i s weak in many things. 
If God required him to expose and con-
demn a neighbor, to reprove and correct a 
brother, and resist and destroy his enemies, 
this would be to him a comparatively nat-
ural and easy work. But a warfare against 
self, subduing the desires and the affec-
tions of his own heart, searching out and 
controlling the secret motives of the heart 
is a more difficult warfare. How unwill-
ing to be faithful in such a contest as this 
The warfare against self is the greatest 
battle that was ever fought. The yield-
ing of self, surrendering all to the will 
of God, and being clothed with humility, 
possessing that love that is pure, peaceable,' 
and easy to be entreated, full of gentleness 
and good fruits, is not an easy attainment. 
And yet it is his privilege and his duty to 
be a perfect overcomer here. The soul 
must submit to God before it can be re-
^ d * ^ ° w l e d g e a n d true holiness. 
Ihe holy life and character of Christ is a 
faithful example. His confidence in his 
Heavenly Father was unlimited. His obe-
dience and submission were unreserved 
and perfect. He came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister to others He 
came not to do his own will, but the will 
of Him that sent him. In all things he 
submitted himself to Him that judkth 
righteously; and from the lips of the Sav-
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iour of the world was heard these words," I 
can of my own self do nothing." 

He became poor, and made himself of no 
reputation. He was hungry, and fre-
quently thirsty, and many times weary in 
his labors, and he had not where to lay 
his head. When the damp, cold shades of 
night gathered about him, frequently the 
earth was his bed. He blessed those who 
hated him. What a life ! what an expe-
rience ! Can we, the professed followers of 
Christ, cheerfully endure privation and 
suffering, as did oui> Lord, without mur-
muring ? Can we drink of the cup, and be 
baptized with the baptism ? If so, we may 
share with him in his glory, in his heavenly 
kingdom. If not, we shall have no part 
with him. 

Bro. has an experience to gam, 
without which his work will do positive 
injury. He is affected too much by what 
others tell him of the erring, and he is apt 
to decide according to the impressions 
made upon his mind, and lie deals with 
severity when a milder course would be 
far better. He does not bear in mind his 
own weakness, and how hard it is for him 
to have his course questioned, even when 
he is wrong. . 

When Bro. decides in his judg-
ment that a brother or sister is wrong, lie 
is inclined to carry the matter through, and 
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press his censure, although in doing so he 
hurts his own soul, and endangers the souls 
of others. Bro. should shun 
church trials, and should have nothing to 
do in settling difficulties, if he can possi-
bly avoid them. He has a valuable gift, 
which is needed in the work of God. But 
he should separate himself from influences 
which draw upon his sympathies, and con-
fuse his judgment, and lead him to move 
unwisely. This should not and need not 
be. Bro. exercises too little faith 
in God. He dwells.too much upon his 
bodily infirmities, and strengthens unbelief 
by dwelling upon poor feelings. God has 
strength and wisdom in store for those 
Avho seek for it earnestly, in faith believing. 

I was shown that Bro. is a s t r o n g -

man upon some points, while upon other 
points lie is as weak as a child. His course 
in dealing with the erring has had a scatter-
ing influence. Bro. - h a s confidence 
in his ability to labor in setting things in 
order where he thinks it is needed, but he 
does not view the matter aright. He weaves 
into his labors his own spirit, and he does 
not discriminate, but often deals without 
tenderness. There is such a thing as over-
doing the matter in doing strict duty to 
individuals. "And of some have compassion, 
making a difference; and others save with 
fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating 
even the garment spotted by the flesh " 
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Duty, stem duty has a twin sister, which 
is kindness. If duty and kindness are 
blended, there will be decided advantage 
gained; but if duty is separated from kind-
ness, and there is not mingled with duty 
tender love, there will be a failure, and 
much harm will be the result. Men and 
women will not be driven. Many can be 
won by kindness and love. Bro. -
has held aloft the gospel whip, and his own 
words have frequently been the snap to 
that whip, which has not had the influence 
to spur others to greater zeal, and provoke 
to good works; but has aroused their com-
bativeness to repel his severity. 

If Bro. had walked in the light 
he would not have made so many serious 
failures. " If any man walk in the day, he 
stumbleth not, because he seeth tta light 
of this world. But if a man walk in the 
nicdit he stumbleth, because there is no 
light'in him." The path of obedience is 
the path of safety. "He that walketh up-
rightly walketh surely." Walk in the light 
and then shalt thou walk in thy way safely 
and thy foot shall not stumble. Those who 
do not walk in the light will have a sick y 
and stunted religion. B r o - — — - s h o u l d 
feel the importance of walking m the light 
however crucifying toself. Itis earnest effort 
prompted by love for souls which strength-
ens the heart, and develops the graces. 
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Bro. is naturally independent 
and self-sufficient. He estimates his abil-
ity to do more highly than will bear. Bro. 

, you pray for the Lord to humble 
you, and fit you for his work, and when 
the Lord answers your prayer, and puts 
you under a course of discipline necessary 
for the accomplishment of the object, you 
frequently give way to doubts and despond-
ency, and think you have reasons for dis-
couragements. You frequently think Bro. 

; is restraining you, when he has 
cautioned and held you back from engag-
ing in church difficulties. 

I was shown your labors in Iowa. There 
was a decided failure to gather with Christ. 
You distracted, confused, and scattered the 
poor sheep. You had a zeal, but it'was 
not according to knowledge. Your labors 
were not in love, but in sternness and se-
venty. You were exacting and overbear-
ing. You did not strengthen the sick and 
bind up the lame. Your injudicious*harsh-
ness pushed some out of the fold who can 
never be reached and brought back. Words 
fitly spoken are like apples of gold in pic-
tures of silver. Words unfitly spoken are 
the reverse. Their influence will be like 
desolating hail. 

Bro. : you have felt restless un-
der restraint because Bro. has cau-
tioned, advised, and reproved you. You 
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have thought that if you could be free and 
act yourself, you could do a good and great 
work But your wife's influence has greatly 
injured your usefulness. You have failed 
to command your household after you. 
You have not ruled well y o u r own house 
You have thought you understood how to 
manage your home matters. But how 
h a v e you been deceived, You have too 
often followed the promptings of your own 
spirit which has resulted m perplexities 
and discouragements which have clouded 
your discernment and weakened you spir-
i tua l ly so that your labors have been 
marked with great imperfections. 

The labors of Brn. - and — 
i n _ Z were premature. These breth-
ren had their past experience with its mis-
takes before them, which should have been 
Efficient to guard them from engaging in 
a w S k which they were not q u a l i f i e d to 
perform There was enough that needea 
K done was a hard place to 

aise u T a ^ ^ d e 
s o u n d e d them. Every move made 
s h o u l d have been with due caution and 

^ r t t had been warned 

t h e y did Oh ! how much better would it 
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have been for the cause of God in 
if they had been laboring in new fields 
Satan s seat is in , a s w e l l ^ i n o t her 
wicked cities; and he is a wily foe to con-
tend with. There were disorderly elements 
among Sabbath-keepers in that 
were hindrances to the cause. But there 
is a proper time to speak and act, a golden 
opportunity which will show the best re-
sults of labor put forth. 

If things had been left to more fully 
develop before they were touched, there 
would have been a separation of the dis-
orderly, unconsecrated ones, and there 
would not have been an opposition party. 
1 his should ever be saved if possible The 
church might better suffer much annoy-
ance and exercise the more patience than 
to get m a hurry, (hive matters, and 
provoke a combative spirit. Those who 
really loved the truth for the truth's sake, 
should have pursued their course with the 
glory of God in view, and let the licrht of 
truth shine out before all. 

They might expect that the elements of 
confusion and dissatisfaction among them 
would make them trouble. Satan would 
not remain quiet and see a company raised 
up m to vindicate truth, and dis-
pel sophistry and error. His ire would be 
kindled and he institute a war against 
those who keep the commandments of 
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God and the testimony of Jesus. But this 
should not have made the faithful believers 
impatient or discouraged. These things 
should have the influence to make the true 
believer more guarded, watchful, and prayer-
ful—more tender, pitiful, and loving, to 
those who are making so great a mistake in 
regard to eternal things. As Christ has 
borne and continues to bear with our errors, 
our ingratitude, and our feeble love, so 
should we bear with those who test and 
try our patience. Shall the followers of 
the self-denying, self-sacrificing Jesus be 
unlike their Lord ? Christians should have 

' hearts of kindness and forbearance. 
Christ presented before his hearers the 

parable of the gospel sower, which contains 
a lesson we should study. Those who 
preach present truth and scatter the good 
seed will realize the same results as the 
gospel sower. All classes will be affected 
more or less by the presentation of pointed 
and convincing truth. Some will be way-
side hearers. They will be affected by the 
truths spoken, but they have not cultivated 
the moral powers. They have followed 
inclination rather than duty. Evil habits 
have hardened their hearts like the hard, 
beaten road. These may profess to believe 
the truth, but will have no just sense of 
its sacredness and elevated character. They 
do not separate from the friendship of the 
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lovers of pleasure and corrupt society. 
Tliey place themselves where they are con-
stantly tempted, and may well be repre-
sented by the unfenced field. They invite 
the temptations of the enemy and finally 
lose the regard they seemed once to have 
for the truth when the good seed was 
dropped into then- hearts. 

Some are stony-ground hearers. They 
readily receive anything new and exciting. 
The word of truth they receive with joy. 
And with ardor and zeal they talk earn-
estly in reference to their faith and hope, 
and may even administer reproof to those 
of long experience for some apparent defi-
ciency or for their lack of enthusiasm. 
But when they are tested and proved by the 
heat of trial and temptation, when the 
pruning-knife of God is applied, that they 
may bring forth fruit unto perfection, their 
zeal dies, their voice is silent. No longer do 
they boast in the strength and power of 
truth. This class are controlled by feelings. 
They have not depth and stability of charac-
ter. Principle does not reach down deep, un-
derlying the springs of action. They have in 
word exalted the truth, but are not doers 
of that word. The seed of truth has not 
rooted down below the surface. The heart 
has not been renewed by the transforming 
influence of the Spirit of God. And when 
the truth calls for working men and O 

women, when sacrifices have to be made for 
the truth's sake, they are somewhere else ; 
and when trials and persecution come, 
they fall away because they have no deep-
ness of earth. The truth, plain, pointed, 
and close, is brought to bear upon the 
heart, and reveals the deformity of charac-
ter. Some will not bear this test, but fre-
quently close their eyes to their imperfec-
tions, although their consciences tell them 
that the words spoken by the messengers 
of God, which bears so closely upon their 
Christian characters, are truth; yet they 
will not listen to the voice. They are of-
fended because of the word, and yield the 
truth rather than to submit to be sanctified 
through the truth. They flatter them-
selves3 that they may get to Heaven an 
easier way. 

Still another class is represented in the 
parable. Men and women who listen to 
the word are convinced of the truth, and 
accept it without seeing the sinfulness of 
their hearts. The love of the world holds 
a large place in their affections. In their 
deal, they love to get the best of the bar-
gain. They prevaricate, and by deception 
and fraud gain means which ever will prove 
as a thorn to them; for it will over-balance 
their good purposes and intentions. The 
good seed sown in their hearts is choked. 
They frequently are so anxious and full of 



100 172 

care, fearing they shall not gain means, or 
shall lose what they have gained, they 
make their temporal matters primary. 
They do not nourish the good seed. They 
do not attend meetings where their hearts 
can be strengthened by religious privileges. 
They fear they shall meet with some loss 
in temporal things; and the deceitfulness of 
riches leads them to flatter themselves that 
it is duty to toil and gain all they can, that 
they may help the cause of God; and yet 
the more they increase in their earthly 
riches the less is their heart inclined to 
part with their treasure, until their hearts 
are fully turned from the truth they loved. 
The good seed is choked because overgrown 
with unnecessary worldly cares and need-
less anxiety—with love for earthly pleas-
ures and worldly honors which riches give. 

Another parable Jesus presents to° his 
disciples—the field wherein good seed was 
sown, and, while sleeping, the enemy sowed 
tares. The question was asked the house-
holder, " Didst not thou sow good seed in 
thy field ? from whence then hath it tares ?" 
" He ̂  said unto him, An enemy hath done 
this." " The servant said unto him, Wilt 
thou then that we go and gather them up ? 
But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest, and in the time of harvest I will 

say to the reapers, Gather ye together first 
the tares and bind them in bundles to burn 
them; but gather the wheat into my barn." 
If faithfulness and vigilance had been pre-
served, if there had been no sleeping or 
negligence upon the part of any, the enemy 
would not have had so favorable an oppor-
tunity to sow tares among the wheat. Sa-
tan never sleeps. He is watching, and 
improves every opportunity to set his 
agents to scatter error, which finds good 
soil in many unsanctified hearts. 

The sincere believers of truth are made 
sad, and their trials and sorrows greatly 
increased, by the elements among them 
which annoy, dishearten, and discourage, 
them in their efforts. But the Lord teaches 
a lesson to his servants of great carefulness 
in all their moves. Let both grow together. 
Do not forcibly pull up the tares, lest in 
rooting them up, the precious blades will 
become loosened. The ministers and church 
should be veiy cautious, lest they get a zeal 
not according to knowledge. There is clan-
ger of doing too much to cure difficulties 
in the church which, if let alone, frequently 
work their own cure. It is bad policy to 
take hold of matters in any church prema-
turely. We shall have to exercise the great-
est care, patience, and self-control, to bear 
these things and not go to work in our own 
spirit to set things in order. 
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The work done in was premature, 
and caused an untimely separation in that 
little church. If the servants of God could 
have felt the force of our Saviour's lesson 
in the parable of the wheat and tares, they 
would not have undertaken the work they 
did. It should always be a matter of the 
most careful consideration and prayer be-
fore steps are taken which will give even 
those who are utterly unworthy the least 
occasion to complain of being separated 
from the church. Steps were taken in 

which created an opposition party. 
Some were wayside hearers, others were 
stony-ground hearers. And still others were 
of that class who receive the truth while the 
heart had a growth of thorns, which choked 
the good seed, and those would never 
have perfected Christian character. But 
there were a few that might have been 
nourished and strengthened, and become 
settled and established in the truth, but 
the positions taken by Brn. and 

brought a premature crisis, and 
then there was a lack of wisdom and judg-
ment in managing the faction. 

If persons are as deserving to be sepa-
rated from the church as Satan was of be-
ing cast out of Heaven, they will have 
sympathizers. There is always a class 
who are more influenced by individuals 
than they are controlled by the Spirit of 
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God and sound principles; and they are, 
in their unconsecrated state, ever ready to 
take up upon the wrong side, and give 
their pity and sympathy to the very ones 
who least deserve it. These sympathizers 
have a powerful influence with others, and 
things are seen in a perverted light, and 
great harm is done, and many souls ruined. 
Satan, in his rebellion, took a third part of 
the angels. They turned from the Father 
and from his Son, and united with the insti-
gator of rebellion. With these facte before 
us, we should move with the greatest cau-
tion. What can we expect in our connec-
tion with men and women with peculiar 
minds but trials and perplexity. We must 
bear this, and avoid the necessity of root-
ing up the tares, lest the wheat be rooted 
up also. 

In the world ye shall have tribulation, 
but in me ye shall have peace. The trials 
to which Christians are subjected in sor-
row, adversity, and reproach, are the ap-
pointed means of God to separate the chaff 
from the wheat. Our selfishness, love of 
worldly pleasure, evil passions, and pride, 
must be all overcome, and therefore God 
sends us afflictions to test and prove us, 
and show us that these evils exist in our 
characters; and we must, through his 
strength and grace, overcome, that we may 
be partakers of the divine nature, having 
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escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. " For our light affliction," 
says Paul, "which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, while we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal." Afflic-
tions, crosses, temptations, adversity, and 
our varied trials, are God's workmen to re-
fine us, sanctify us, and fit us for the heav-
enly garner. 

The harm done to the cause of truth by 
premature moves can never be fully re-
paired. The cause of God in has 
not advanced as it might, and will not 
stand in as favorable light before the peo-
ple as before this work was done. There 
are frequently persons among us whose in-
fluence seems to be but a cipher on the 
right side. Their lives seem to be useless; 
but let them become rebellious and com-
bative, and they become zealous workmen 
for Satan. This work is more in accord-
ance with the feelings of the natural heart. 
There is great need of self-examination and 
secret prayer. God has promised wisdom 
to those who ask him. Missionary labor 
is frequently entered into by those unpre-
pared for the work. Outward zeal is cul-
tivated while secret prayer is neglected. 
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When this is the case, much harm is done, 
for these laborers seek to regulate others' 
consciences by their own rule. Self-con-
trol is much needed. Hasty words stir 
up strife. Bro. is in danger of 
indulging in a spirit of sharp criticism. 
This does not become ministers of right-
eousness. 

Bro. you have much to learn. 
Your failures and your discouragements 
you have been inclined to charge to Bro. 

j but close investigation of your 
motives and of your course of action would 
reveal other causes which exist in yourself 
for these discouragements. Following the 
inclinations of your own natural heart 
brings you into bondage. Your severe and 
torturing spirit which you sometimes in-
dulge in cuts off your influence. Bro. 

° you have a work to do for your-
self which no other can do for you. Each 
must <rive an account of himself to Ood. 
God has given us his law as a mirror into 
which we may look and discover the de-
fects in our character. This mirror into 
which we are to look is not for the purpose 
of seeing our neighbor's faults reflected, for 
us to watch to see if he comes up to the 
standard, but to see the defects m our-
selves, that we may remove these defects. 
Knowledge is not all that we need We 
must follow the light. We are not left to 

12 
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choose for ourselves, and to obey that 
which is agreeable to us, and disobey to 
suit our convenience. Obedience is better 
than sacrifice. 

W a r n i n g to Weal thy Parents. 

AT the camp-meeting in Vermont, in 
1870,1 felt urged by the Spirit of God to 
bear a plain testimony relating to the duty 
of aged and wealthy parents in the disposi-
tion of their property. I had been shown 
that some men, shrewd, prudent, and sharp, 
in regard to the transaction of business gen-
erally; men distinguished for promptness 
and thoroughness, manifest a want of fore-
sight, and promptness in regard to a proper 
disposal of their property while they are 
living. They know not how soon their pro-
bation may close, yet they pass on from year 
to year with their business unsettled, and 
finally their life frequently closes without 
their having the use of their reason. Or 
they may die suddenly, without a moment's 
warning, and their property is disposed of 
in a manner that they would not have ap-
proved. These are guilty of negligence. 
They are unfaithful stewards. 

Christians who believe the present truth 
should manifest wisdom and foresight. 
They should not leave the disposition of 
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their means, expecting a favorable oppor-
tunity to adjust their business during a long 
illness. They should have their business 
in a shape where, if they were called at any 
hour to leave it, and have no voice in its 
arrangement, it may be settled as they 
would have had it were thfey alive. Many 
families have been robbed of all their prop-
erty dishonestly, and have been subjected 
to poverty, because work that might have 
been well done in an hour, had been neg-
lected. Those who make their wills should 
not spare pains or expense to obtain legal 
advice, and to have them drawn up in a 
manner to stand the test. 

I saw that those who profess to believe 
the truth should show their faith by their 
works. They should, with the unrighteous 
mammon, make friends, that they may fi-
nally be received into everlasting habita-
tions. God has made men stewards of 
means. He has placed in the hands ot 
stewards, money to carry forward the great 
work of the salvation of souls for whom 
Christ left his home, his riches, his glory, 
and became poor, that he might, by his own 
humiliation and sacrifice, b r i n g many sons 
and daughters of Adam to God. God, in 
his p r o v i d e n c e , has ordained that the work 
in his vineyard should be sustained by the 
means intrusted in the hands of his stew-
ards A neglect on their part to answer 
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the calls of the cause of God in carrying 
forward his work, shows them to be unfaith-
ful and slothful servants. 

I had been shown some things in reference 
to the cause in Vermont, but more espe-
cially at Bordoville and vicinity. The fol-
lowing is from testimony No. 20: " There 
is a work to be accomplished for many who 
live at Bordoville. I saw that the enemy 
was busily at work to carry his points. 
Men, to whom God has intrusted talents 
of means, have shifted the responsibility 
which Heaven has appointed them, of being 
stewards for God, upon their children. In-
stead of their rendering to God the things 
that are God's, they claim all that they have 
as their own, as though by their own might, 
and power, and wisdom, they had obtained 
their possessions. 

"Some put their means beyond their 
control, into the hands of their children. 
Their secret motives are, to place them-
selves in a position where they will not 
feel responsible to give of their property 
to spread the truth. These love in word, 
but not in deed and in truth. It is the 
Lord's money they are handling, not their 
own. They do not see this. 

" Parents should have great fear in in-
trusting children with the talents of means 
that God has placed in their hands, unless 
they have the surest evidence that their in-
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terest in, and love for, and devotion to, the 
cause of God is greater than that which they 
themselves possess, and that these children 
will be more earnest and zealous in tor-
warding the work of God, and be more be-
nevolent than themselves in carrying for-
ward the various enterprises in connection 
with the work which calls for means. But 
many place their means in the hands ot 
their children, thus throwing upon them 
the responsibility of their own stewardship 
because Satan prompts them to do it In 
doing this, many have placed nuuBeffirt-
uallv in the enemy's ranks. Satan has 
woXed the matter to suit his own purpose 
to keep from the cause of God m e a n s which 
it needed, that it might be abundantly sus-

^ M a n y who have made a high profession 
of faith are deficient in good works. If 

G o d . i n o s e w t o t h e i r 

t s t a n d s u f t l m g t h e i r = to p a s s 
• I h o r u k of u n b e l i e v i n g , l e c K i e s s 
S t a f S m to s q u a n d e r , o r h o a r d u p 

to God, because they are unfaithiul stew 
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ards of their Lord's money. They allow 
Satan to outgeneral them through these 
children whose minds are controlled by the 
power of Satan. Satan's purposes are ac-
complished in many ways, while the stew-
ards of God are stupefied, and seem para-
lyzed, and do not realize their great re-
sponsibility and the reckoning which must 
shortly come." 
. 1 w a s shown that the probation of some 
in the vicinity of was soon to 
close, and it was important that their work 
should be finished to God's acceptance, that 
m the final settlement they should hear 
the " Well done," from the Master. I was 
shown the inconsistency of those who pro-
fess to believe the truth withholding their 
means from the cause of God, that they 
may leave it for their children. Many fath-
ers and mothers are poor in the midst of 
abundance. They abridge, in a degree, their 
own personal comforts, and frequently deny 
themselves those things necessary for the 
enjoyment of life and health, while they 
have ample means at their command. They 
feel, as it were, forbidden to appropriate 
their means for their own comfort or for 
charitable purposes. They have one object 
before them, which is to save property to 
leave for their children. This idea is so 
prominent, so interwoven with all their 
actions, that children learn to look forward 
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to this property finally to be theirs. Ihcy 
depend on it. And this prospect has an 
important, but not a favorable, influence 
upon their characters. Some become spend-
thrifts, others, selfish and avaricious. Some 
are indolent and reckless. Many do not 
cultivate habits of economy. They do not 
seek to become self-reliant. They are aim-
less, and have but little stability of char-
acter The impressions received m child-
hood and youth are wrought in the texture 
of character and become the principle ot 
action in mature life. 

Those who have become a c q u a i n t e d with 
the principles of the truth, should follow 
the word of God closely as their guide 
They should render to God the things that 
are God's. I was shown that several m 
Vermont were making a great m i s t a k e i n 

regard to a p p r o p r i a t i n g means that God has 
i n t r u s t e d to their keepmg % 2 
o v e r l o o k i n g the claims of God upon all that 
they have. Their eyes were blinded by 
the enemy of righteousness, and they were 
taking a c o u r s e which would result disas-
trously for themselves and their dear clnl-
d l Cl'iildren were influencing their parents 
to leave their property in their hands 
for them to appropriate according to their 
judgment. With the light of God s word 
W plain and clear in reference to money 
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lent to the stewards, and the warnings and 
reproofs through testimony which God has 
given them m regard to the disposition of 
means children who in a direct or indirect 
way influence the parents to divide while 
living, or will their property mainly to them 
to come into their hands after their death 
with this light before them, take upon them-
selves fearful responsibilities. Children of 
aged parents who profess to believe the 
truth should in the fear of God counsel ad-
vise and entreat their parents to be true 
to their profession of faith, and take a 
course m regard to their means which God 
can approve. Parents should lay up for 
themselves treasures in Heaven, by appro-
priating their means themselves, to advance 
the cause of God. They should not rob 
themselves of their heavenly treasure by 
leaving a surplus of means to those who 
have enough, and rob the treasury of God 
and deprive themselves the precious privi-
lege of laying up for themselves a treasure 
m the Heavens that failetli not. 

I stated at the camp-meeting that prop-
erty willed principally to children while 
none is appropriated to the cause of God 
or, if any, a meager pittance, unworthy to 
be mentioned, this property inherited by 
the children would frequently prove a curse 
to them It would be a source of tempta-
tion, and a door open where they will be in 
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danger of falling into many dangerous and 
hurtful lusts. Parents should exercise the 
right God has given them. He intrusted 
to them the talents be would have them 
use to his glory. The children were not to 
become responsible for the talents of the 
father. Parents should, while they are of 
s o u n d mind a n d judgment, with prayerful 
consideration and with the help of proper 
counsellors who have experience m the 
truth and a knowledge of the divine will 
make disposition of their property. It 
they have children afflicted or struggling 
in poverty who will make a judicious use 
of means, they should be considered If 
they have unbelieving children who have 
abundance of this world and who are serv-
ing the world, they commit a sin against 
the Master who has m a d e them his stew-
ards to place means in their hands merely 
b e c a u s e they are children Gods claims 
are not to be lightly regarded. 

And it should be distinctly understood 
that because parents have made their will 
this will not prevent them from gmng 
meansto the cause of God while they live. 
ThTthey s h o u l d do. They should have 

L l i T m e a n s lent of the Master to carry 
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on the work in his vineyard, which needs to 
be done. 

The love of money lies at the root of nearly 
all the crimes committed in the world 
h athers who selfishly retain their means to 
enrich their children, and do not see the 
wants of the cause of God and relieve 
them, make a terrible mistake. The chil-
dren whom they think to bless with their 
means are cursed with it. 

Money left to children frequently be-
comes a root of bitterness. They often 
quarrel over the property left them, and 
seldom are all satisfied with the disposition 
made by the father, in case of a will. And 
instead of the means left exciting gratitude 
and reverence for his memory, it is dissat-
isfaction, murmuring, envy, and disrespect. 

-brothers and sisters who were at peace 
with one another are sometimes made at 
variance, and family dissensions are often 
the result of inherited means. Riches are 
desirable only as a means of supplying 
present wants and of doing good to others* 
But inherited nches oftener become a snare 
to the possessor than a blessing. Parents 
should not seek to have their children en-
counter the temptations to which they ex-
pose them in leaving them means which 
they made no effort to earn themselves. 
. 1 w a s shown that some children profess-
ing to believe the truth would in an indi-
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rect manner influence the father to keep 
his means for his children instead of ap-
propriating it, while he was alive to the 
cause of God. Those who h a v e influenced 
the father to shift his stewardship upon 
them, little know what they are doing. 
They are gathering upon themselves double 
responsibility, that of balancing the fath-
er's mind, that he did not fulfM the pur-
pose of God in the disposition of the means 
lent him of God, to be used to his glory, 
and the additional responsibility of becom-
ing stewards of means that should have been 
put out to the exchangers by the father, 
that the Master could have received his 

own with usury. . 
Many parents make a great mistake m 

p l a c i n g their property out of their hands 
into the hands of their children while they 
are themselves responsible for the use or 
abuse of the talents lent them of GoI 
Neither parents nor children are made 
happier by this transfer of property. And 
the parents, if they live a few years even, 
generally regret this action on their part 
f a S a l love in their c h i t o n is not 
increased by this course. Hie chUdien 
do not feel increased gratitude and obliga-
S°ftn t 0 their parents for their liberality. 

mutter which only crops out in seUisli 
Z ^ n t ic part of the children, and un-
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happiness and miserable feelings of cramped 
dependence on the part of the parents. 

If parents, while they live, assist their 
children to help themselves, it would be 
better than to leave them a large amount at 
their death. Children who are left to rely 
principally upon their own exertions make 
better men and women, and are better 
fitted for practical life, than those children 
who have depended upon their father's es-
tate. The children left to depend upon 
their own resources will generally prize 
their abilities, and will improve their priv-
ileges, and̂  cultivate and direct their facul-
ties to accomplish a purpose in life. They 
will frequently develop characters of in-
dustry, and frugality, and moral worth 
which lie at the foundation of success in 
the Christian life. Those children for 
whom parents do the most, frequently feel 
under the least obligation toward them. 
The errors of which we have spoken have 
existed in . Parents have shifted 
their stewardship upon their children. 

I appealed, at the camp-meeting at 
> in 1870, to those who had means 

as faithful stewards of God to use their 
means in the cause of God, and not leave 
this work for their children. It was their 
work which God had left them to do, and 
when the Master should call them to ac-
count, they could as faithful stewards 

render back to him that which he had lent 
them, both principal and interest. 

Brn. S., C., and S., were presented before 
me. These men were making a mistake 
in regard to the appropriation of then-
means. Some of their children were in-
fluencing them in this work, and wero 
gathering upon their souls responsibihties 
that they were ill-prepared to bear, lhey 
were opening a door, and inviting the en-
emy to come in with his temptations to 
harass and destroy them. Bro. S.s two 
youngest sons were in great danger, i hey 
were associating with individuals of a stamp 
of character which would not elevate, but 
would debase them. The subtle influence 
of these associations was gaining an imper-
ceptible influence over these young men 
The conversation and deportment ot evil 
companions were of that character to sepa-
rate these young men from the influence at 
their sisters and t h e n sisters' husbands. 
While speaking upon this subject at the 
camp-meeting, I felt deeply. I_knew the 
persons were before me whom I had seen 
n vision. I urged upon those who heaid 

me, the necessity of thorough consecration 
to God. I called no names, for I was not 
permitted to do this. I was to dwell upon 
principles, appeal to the hearts and con-
sciences, and give those who professed to 
love God and keep his commandments an 
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opportunity to develop character. God 
would send them admonitions and warning 
and if they really desired to do his will 
they had an opportunity. Light was 
given, and then we were to wait and see 
it they would come to the light. 

I left the camp-meeting with a burden 
of anxiety upon my mind in reference to 
the persons whose danger I had been 
shown In a few months, news reached 
us of Bro. C.'s death. His property was 
left to his children. Last December, we 
had an appointment to hold meetings in 
Vermont. My husband was indisposed, 
and could not go. In order to save too 
great a disappointment, I consented to go 
to Vermont in company with sister Hall. 
I spoke to the people with some freedom, 
but our conference meetings were not free' 
I knew that the Spirit of the Lord could 
not have free course until confessions were 
made, and there was a breaking of heart 
before God. I could not keep silent. The 
Spirit of the Lord was upon me, and I re-
lated briefly the substance of what I have 
written. I called the names of some pres-
ent who were standing in the way of the 
work of God. 

The result of leaving property to chil-
dren by will, and also of parents shiftin (r the 
responsibility of their stewardship upon 
children while the parents were living, 
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had been verified before them. Covet-
ousness had led Bro. C.'s sons to pursue a 
wrong course, especially his son . I 
labored faithfully relating the things which 
I had seen in reference to the church, espe-
cially the sons of Bro. C. One of these 
brothers, himself a father, was corrupt in 
heart and life, a reproach to the precious 
cause of present truth. His low standard 
of morals was corrupting to the youth. 

The Spirit of the Lord came into the 
meetings, and humble confessions were 
made by some, accompanied by tears. 
After the meeting, I had an interview with 
the youngest sons of Bro. S. I plead with 
them, and entreated them for their souls' 
sake to turn square about, and break away 
from the company of those who were lead-
ing them on to their ruin, and seek for 
the things which make for their peace. 
While pleading for these young men, my 
heart was drawn out after them, and 1 
lonoed to see them submit to God. I 
prayed for them, and urged them to pray 
for themselves. We were gaining the vic-
tory They were yielding. The voice of 
each was heard in humble, penitential 
prayer, and I felt that indeed the peace of 
God rested upon us. Angels seemed to be 
all around us, and I was shut up in a vis-
ion of God's glory. The state of the cause 
at, was again shown me. I saw 
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that some had backslidden far from God. 
The youth were in a state of backsliding. 

I was shown that the two youngest sons 
of Bro. S. were naturally good-hearted, 
conscientious young men, but Satan had 
blinded their perception. Their compan-
ions were not all of that class which would 
strengthen and improve their morals, or 
increase their understanding and love for 
the truth and heavenly things. " One sin-
ner destroyeth much good." Their ridi-
cule and corrupt conversation had had its 
effect to dispel serious and religious impres-
sions. It is wrong for Christians to asso-
ciate with those whose morals are loose. 
An intimate, daily intercourse which would 
occupy time without contributing in any 
degree to the strength of the intellect or 
morals is dangerous. If the moral atmos-
phere surrounding persons is not pure and 
sanctified, but tainted with corruption, 
those who breathe this atmosphere will 
find it operates almost insensibly upon the 
intellect and heart to poison and ruin 

It is dangerous to be conversant with 
those whose minds naturally take a low 
level. Imperceptibly those naturally con-
scientious and loving purity will gradually 
come to the same level, and partake of, and 
sympathize with, the imbecility and mor-
al barrenness which it is so constantly 
brought in contact with. It was impor-
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tant that the associations of these young 
men should change. Evil communications 
corrupt good manners. Satan worked 
through agents to ruin these young men. 
Nothing could work more effectually to 
prevent or banish serious impressions and 
good desires than association with vain, 
careless, and corrupt-minded persons, what-
ever attractions such persons may pos-, 
sess by their wit, sarcasm, and fun, the 
fact that they treat religion with levity 
and indifference is sufficient reason why 
they should be discarded. The more en-
o-aning they are in other respects, the more 
should this influence be dreaded as com-
panions, because they throw around an ir-
religious life so many dangerous attractions. 

These young men should choose for their 
associates those who love the purity of 
truth, whose morals are untainted, and 
whose habits are pure. They must com-
ply with the conditions laid down in the 
word of God if they would indeed be-
come sons of God, members of the royal 
family, children of the Heavenly King. 
Come out from among them, and be sepa-
rate, and touch not the unclean, and I will 
receive you. God loves these young men, 
and if they will follow the leadings of his 
Spirit and walk in his counsel, he will be 
their streng th. 

God has given Bro. good 
13 
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abilities, quick perception, and a good 
understanding of his word. He could, if 
his heart was sanctified, have an influ-
ence for good with his brothers, as well as 
his neighbors, and those with whom he as-
sociates. But the love of money has taken 
so firm a hold of his soul, which has been car-
ried out in ad the transactions of life, that he 
has become conformed to the world, instead 
of being transformed, by the renewing of 
the mind. His powers have been perverted 
and debased by sordid love of gain, which 
has made him selfish, penurious, and over-
bearing. If his qualities had been put in 
active use in his Master's service, rather 
than to selfishly serve his own interest, 
had his object and aim been to do o-00d 
and glorify God, the qualities of mind°God 
had given him would impart to his charac-
ter an energy, and efficiency, and humility 
which could not fail to command respect, 
and would give him an influence over all 
with whom he associated. 
, I f a s shown that the property left by 

the father had indeed been a root of bit-
terness to his children. Their peace and 
happiness, and confidence, in each other 
were greatly disturbed by it. 
did not need his father's property. He had 
enough talents to handle that God had in-" 
trusted to his management. If he made a 
right disposition of that which he had he 
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would at least be among that number who 
were faithful in that which is least. 
The addition of the stewardship of his 
father's property, which he had covetously 
desired, was a heavier responsibility than 
he could well manage. 

For several years the love of money has 
been rooting out the love of humanity and 
the love of God. And as the means of his 
father was within his reach, he desired to 
retain all that was possible in his own 
hands. He pursued a selfish course toward 
his brothers, because he had the advantage 
and could do so. His brothers have not 
had right feelings. They have felt bitter 
toward this brother. He had in deal ad-
vantaged himself to the disadvantage of 
others°until his course has reproached the 
cause of God. He lost command of him-
self. His greatest object was gam, selfish 
o-ain The love of money in the heart was 
the root of all this evil. I was shown that 
lm(\ _ turned his powers to la-
bor in the vineyard of the Lord, he would 
have done much good; but these qualifica-
tions perverted can do a ÎGftt deft 

The brothers B. have not had the help they 
oucdit to have had. A. C. B. has labored to 
great disadvantage. He has taken too 
many burdens upon him, which has crip-
pled his labors so that he has not increased 
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m spiritual strength and courage as he 
should. The church, who have the lioht of 
truth,-and should stand in God strong to 
will, and do, and sacrifice, if need be^ for 
the truth's sake, have been like weak 
children. They have required the time 
and labor of Bro. A. C. B. to settle difficulties 
which should never have existed. And 
when they have arisen, because of selfish-
ness and unsanctified hearts, they could 
have been put away in an hour had there 
been humility and a spirit of confession. 

The brothers B. make a mistake in remain-
ing at . They should chano-e 
their location, and not see oftener 
than a few times in the year. They would 
have greater freedom in bearing their tes-
timony. These brethren have not felt free-
dom to speak out truth and facts as they 
existed. If they had lived elsewhere, they 
would have been more free from burdens, 
and their testimony would have had tenfold 
more weight when they should visit tlie 
church at . While brother A. C. 
B. has been weighed down with petty church 
trials, and. kept at he should have 
been laboring abroad. He has served tables 
until his mind has become clouded, and he 
has not comprehended the force and power 
of the truth. He has not been awake to the 
real wants of the cause of God. He has 
been losing spirituality and courage. The 
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work of keeping up Systematic Benevo-
lence has been neglected. Some of the 
brethren, whose whole interest has once 
been in the advancement of the cause of 
God, have been growing selfish and penu-
rious, instead of being more self-sacrificing 
and their devotion and love for the truth 
increasing. They have been growing less 
devotional, and more like the world. Fa-
ther B. is one of this number. He needs a 
new conversion. Brother B. has been fa-
vored with superior privileges, and if these 
are not improved, condemnation and dark-
ness will follow equal to the light he has 
had for the non-improvement of the tal-
ents lent of God for him to improve. _ 

The brethren in Vermont have grieved 
the Spirit of God, in allowing their love for 
the truth and their interest in the work ot 
God to decline. 

Bro D T B overtaxed his strength last 
season, in laboring in new fields^with the 
tent, without suitable help. God does not 
require brother D„ or any of his servants, 
to injure their heal th by exposure and taxing 
labor. The brethren at — should 
have felt an interest that would have been 
shown by their works. They could have 
secured help if they had been awake to the 
interest of the cause of God and felt the 
worth of souls. While brother V was feeling 
a deep sense of the work of God and the 
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value of souls which called for continual 
effort, a W e church at w a s h o l d . 
mgbrotherA. from helping his brother by 
their petty difficulties. These brothers should 
come up with renewed courage, shake them-
e s from the trials and discouragements 
which have held them at _L_ a n d 
crippled their testimony, and they should 
claim strength from the Mighty One They 
should have borne a plain, free testimony 
to Bin. S. and C., and urged the truth 
home, and done what they could to have 
these men make a proper distribution of 
their property. _ Brother A., in taking so 
many burdens, is lessening his mental and 
physical strength. 

, ? ? r a ~ ~ > for a few years past, 
L i f ^ n

+ r a l k i n g i n t h e ^ h e ™ i d 

have felt the value of souls. Had he been 
cultivating a love for the truth, he mio-ht 
have been qualified to teach the truthto 
others. He might have helped Bro B in 
his work with the tent. He might, at least, 

ave taken the burdens of the church at 
home. If he had love for his brethren 
and was sanctified through the truth, lie 
could have been a peacemaker, instead of 

8 t r i v e ' w h i c h > united with 
other difficulties, called Bro. A. from his 
brothers side at a most important time 
which resulted in Bro. D.'s laboring far be-
yond his strength. And yet, after Bro D 

had done all that he could, the work was 
not accomplished that might have been, 
had there been the interest there should have 
been in to supply help when it 
was so much needed. A fearful responsi-
bility rests upon that church for their neg-
lect of duty. 

I was shown that the result of Bro. S.'s 
course in dividing his property among his 
children was shifting the responsibility 
upon them which he should not have laid 
off. He now sees that the result of this 
course has brought to him no increase of 
affection from his children. They have not 
felt under obligation to their parents for 
what they have done for them. These 
children were young and inexperienced. 
They were not qualified to bear the respon-
sibilities laid upon them. Their hearts 
were unconsecrated, and true friends were 
looked upon by them as designing enemies, 
while those who would separate very 
friends were accepted. These agents of 
Satan were continually suggesting to the 
minds of these young men false ideas, 
and hearts of brothers and. sisters, father, 
mother, and children, were at variance. 

Father S. made a mistake. Had he con-
fided more in his daughters' husbands, who 
loved the truth in sincerity, and had he 
been more willing to have been helped by 
the advice of these men e£ experience, great 
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mistakes might have been prevented. But 
this is the way the enemy generally suc-
ceeds in managing matters in regard to 
the appropriation of means. 

These cases mentioned were designed, of 
God to be developed, that all may see the 
deceitfulness of riches upon the heart. The 
result in these cases, which is apparent to 
all, should prove a warning to fathers and 
mothers, and to ambitious children. Cov-
etousness, the word of God defines as idol-
atry. It is impossible for men and women 
to keep the law of God and love money. 
The heart's affections should be placed upon 
heavenly things. Our treasure should be 
laid up in Heaven; for where our treasure 
is there will our heart be also. 
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